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Italy, officidly the Italian Republic, is a country in Southern and Western Europe. It consists of a peninsula
that extends into the Mediterranean Sea, with the Alps on its northern land border, as well as nearly 800
islands, notably Sicily and Sardinia. Italy shares land borders with France to the west; Switzerland and
Austriato the north; Sloveniato the east; and the two enclaves of Vatican City and San Marino. It isthe
tenth-largest country in Europe by area, covering 301,340 km2 (116,350 sq mi), and the third-most popul ous
member state of the European Union, with nearly 59 million inhabitants. Italy's capital and largest city is
Rome; other major citiesinclude Milan, Naples, Turin, Palermo, Bologna, Florence, Genoa, and Venice.

The history of Italy goes back to numerous Italic peoples — notably including the ancient Romans, who
conquered the Mediterranean world during the Roman Republic and ruled it for centuries during the Roman
Empire. With the spread of Christianity, Rome became the seat of the Catholic Church and the Papacy.
Barbarian invasions and other factors led to the decline and fall of the Western Roman Empire between late
antiquity and the Early Middle Ages. By the 11th century, Italian city-states and maritime republics
expanded, bringing renewed prosperity through commerce and laying the groundwork for modern capitalism.
The Italian Renaissance flourished during the 15th and 16th centuries and spread to the rest of Europe. Italian
explorers discovered new routes to the Far East and the New World, contributing significantly to the Age of
Discovery.

After centuries of political and territorial divisions, Italy was almost entirely unified in 1861, following wars
of independence and the Expedition of the Thousand, establishing the Kingdom of Italy. From the late 19th
to the early 20th century, Italy industrialised — mainly in the north — and acquired a colonial empire, while the
south remained largely impoverished, fueling alarge immigrant diasporato the Americas. From 1915 to
1918, Italy took part in World War | with the Entente against the Central Powers. In 1922, the Italian fascist
dictatorship was established. During World War |1, Italy was first part of the Axis until an armistice with the
Allied powers (1940-1943), then a co-belligerent of the Allies during the Italian resistance and the liberation
of Italy (1943-1945). Following the war, the monarchy was replaced by a republic and the country made a
strong recovery.

A developed country with an advanced economy, Italy has the eighth-largest nominal GDP in the world, the
second-largest manufacturing sector in Europe, and plays a significant rolein regional and —to a lesser extent
— global economic, military, cultural, and political affairs. It isafounding and leading member of the
European Union and the Council of Europe, and is part of numerous other international organizations and
forums. Asacultural superpower, Italy has long been arenowned global centre of art, music, literature,
cuisine, fashion, science and technology, and the source of multiple inventions and discoveries. It has the
highest number of World Heritage Sites (60) and is the fifth-most visited country in the world.
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GiorgiaMeloni (Italian: [?d?ord?a me?o?ni]; born 15 January 1977) is an Italian politician who has served
as Prime Minister of Italy since 2022. She is the first woman to hold the office. A member of the Chamber of
Deputies since 2006, she has been president of the right-wing to far-right Brothers of Italy (Fdl) since 2014,



and was president of the European Conservatives and Reformists Party from 2020 to 2025.

In 1992, Meloni joined the Y outh Front, the youth wing of the Italian Social Movement (MSI), a neo-fascist
political party founded in 1946 by followers of Italian fascism. She later became the national |eader of
Student Action, the student movement of the National Alliance (AN), a post-fascist party that became the
MSI's legal successor in 1995 and moved towards national conservatism. She was a councillor of the
province of Rome from 1998 to 2002, after which she became the president of Y outh Action, the youth wing
of AN. In 2008 she was appointed Minister for Y outh Policies in the fourth Berlusconi government, arole
which she held until 2011. In 2012, she co-founded Fdl, alegal successor to AN, and became its president in
2014. She unsuccessfully ran in the 2014 European Parliament election and the 2016 Rome municipal
election. After the 2018 general election, she led Fdl in opposition during the entire 18th legidlature. Fdl
grew its popularity in opinion polls, particularly during the management of the COVID-19 pandemic by the
Draghi Cabinet, a national unity government to which Fdl was the only opposition party. Following the fall
of the Draghi government, Fdl won the 2022 general election.

Meloni isa Catholic and a conservative, and believesin defending "Dio, patria, famiglia’ (‘God, fatherland,
family"). She is opposed to euthanasia, same-sex marriage, and same-sex parenting, stating that nuclear
families are exclusively headed by male-female pairs. Sheis also acritic of globalism. Meloni supported
(but never enacted) a naval blockade to halt illegal immigration, and she has been described as xenophobic
and Islamophobic by some critics. A supporter of NATO, she maintains Eurosceptic views regarding the
European Union (EU), views she describes as "Eurorealist”. She favoured improved relations with Russia
before the 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine, which she condemned, pledging to keep sending armsto
Ukraine. In 2024, Forbes ranked Meloni as the third-most-powerful woman in the world and she was listed
amongst the most influential people in the world by Time magazine, while Politico ranked her as the most
powerful person in Europe in 2025.
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Lombardy (Lombard and Italian: Lombardia; Romansh: Lumbardia) is an administrative region of Italy that
covers 23,844 km2 (9,206 sgq mi); it islocated in northern Italy and has a population of about 10 million
people, constituting more than one-sixth of Italy's population. Lombardy is located between the Alps
mountain range and tributaries of the river Po, and includes Milan, its capital, the largest metropolitan areain
the country, and among the largest in the EU.

Itsterritory is divided into 1,502 comuni (the region with the largest number of comuni in the entire national
territory), distributed among 12 administrative subdivisions (11 provinces plus the Metropolitan City of
Milan). The region ranksfirst in Italy in terms of population, population density, and number of local
authorities, while it isfourth in terms of surface area, after Sicily, Piedmont, and Sardinia.

It is the second-most populous region of the European Union (EU), and the second region of the European
Union by nominal GDP. Lombardy is the leading region of Italy in terms of economic importance,
contributing to approximately one-fifth of the national gross domestic product (GDP). It is also a member of
the Four Motors for Europe, an international economic organization whose other members are Baden-
Wirttemberg in Germany, Cataloniain Spain, and Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes in France. Milan is the economic
capital of Italy and isaglobal centre for business, fashion and finance.

Of the 58 UNESCO World Heritage Sitesin Italy, 11 arein Lombardy, tying it with Castile and Ledn in
northwest-central Spain. Virgil, Pliny the Elder, Ambrose, Gerolamo Cardano, Caravaggio, Claudio
Monteverdi, Antonio Stradivari, Cesare Beccaria, Alessandro Volta, Alessandro Manzoni, and popes John
XX and Paul VI originated in the area of modern-day Lombardy.
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Sergio Mattarella (Italian: [?s?rd?0 matta?r?la]; born 23 July 1941) is an Italian politician who has served as
President of Italy since 2015. He is the longest-serving president in the history of the Italian Republic. Since
Giorgio Napolitano's death in 2023, Mattarella has also been the only living Italian president.

A Catholic leftist politician, Mattarella was a leading member of the Christian Democracy (DC) party from
the early 1980s until its dissolution. He served as Minister for Parliamentary Relations from 1987 to 1989,
and Minister of Education from 1989 to 1990. In 1994, Mattarella was among the founders of the Italian
People's Party (PP1), serving as Deputy Prime Minister of Italy from 1998 to 1999, and Minister of Defence
from 1999 to 2001. He joined The Daisy in 2002 and was one of the founders of the Democratic Party (PD)
in 2007, leaving it when he retired from politics in 2008. He also served as a judge of the Constitutional
Court of Italy from 2011 to 2015.

On 31 January 2015, Mattarella was elected to the presidency on the fourth ballot, supported by the centre-
left coalition majority led by the PD and centrist parties. Despite having initially ruled out a second term, he
was re-elected on 29 January 2022, becoming the second Italian president to be re-elected, the first being
Napolitano. As of 2025, five prime ministers have served under his presidency: Matteo Renzi, at that time the
PD leader and the main sponsor of Mattarella's presidential candidacy; Paolo Gentiloni, aleading member of
the PD who succeeded Renzi after his resignation in 2016; Giuseppe Conte, at that time an independent
politician who governed both with right-wing and left-wing coalitions in two consecutive cabinets; Mario
Draghi, a banker and former president of the European Central Bank who was appointed by Mattarella to
lead a national unity government following Conte's resignation; and Giorgia Meloni, Italy'sfirst ever female
prime minister and leader of the right-wing coalition that won the general election in September 2022.

During histenure Italy faced the aftermath of the Great Recession as well as the severe European migrant
crisis, both of which deeply marked Italian political, economic and social life, bringing about the rise of
populist parties. Moreover, in 2020, Italy became one of the countries worst affected by the COVID-19
pandemic, being the first country in the Western world to implement a national lockdown to stop the spread
of the disease. During his second term, he faced growing geopolitical tensions in Europe between NATO and
Russia, consistently reaffirming his staunch pro-Europeanist and Atlanticist positions. Like his predecessor
Napolitano, Mattarella has been accused of wielding the largely ceremonial role of head of statein an
executive manner; his successful opposition to the appointment of Paolo Savona as Minister of Economy and
Finance led to a constitutional crisis and threats of impeachment, and he has twice intervened in government
formations by appointing his own candidates for prime minister (Gentiloni in 2016 and Draghi in 2021) in
lieu of calling new elections. However, he has also been praised for his political mediation skills and
abilities, aswell as hisimpartiality. Despite controversies, his presidency - and personal popularity - has
garnered high approval ratings.
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Elena Ethel "Elly" Schlein ([?2li ?Aain]; born 4 May 1985) is an Italian politician who has been serving as
the secretary of the Democratic Party (PD) since 12 March 2023. She is a member of Italy's Chamber of
Deputies and was previously the vice president of Emilia-Romagna and a member of the European
Parliament. On 26 February 2023, she was elected as the new Democratic Party secretary with 54% of the
vote, becoming the first woman to lead the party.
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Silvio Berlusconi ( BAIR-luu-SKOH-neg; Italian: [?silvjo berlu?sko?ni] ; 29 September 1936 — 12 June
2023) was an Italian media tycoon and politician who served as the prime minister of Italy in three
governments from 1994 to 1995, 2001 to 2006 and 2008 to 2011. He was a member of the Chamber of
Deputies from 1994 to 2013; a member of the Senate of the Republic from 2022 until his death in 2023, and
previously from March to November 2013; and a member of the European Parliament (MEP) from 2019 to
2022, and previously from 1999 to 2001. With a net worth of US$6.8 billion in June 2023, Berlusconi was
the third-wealthiest person in Italy at the time of his death.

Berlusconi rose into the financial elite of Italy in the late 1960s. He was the controlling shareholder of
Mediaset and owned the Italian football club AC Milan from 1986 to 2017. He was nicknamed |l Cavaliere
(‘'The Knight") for his Order of Merit for Labour; he voluntarily resigned from this order in March 2014. In
2018, Forbes ranked him as the 190th-richest man in the world, with a net worth of US$8 billion. In 2009,
Forbes ranked him 12th in the list of the World's Most Powerful People due to his domination of Italian
politics throughout more than fifteen years at the head of the centre-right coalition.

Berlusconi was prime minister for nine yearsin total, making him the longest serving post-war prime
minister of Italy, and the third-longest-serving since Italian unification, after Benito Mussolini and Giovanni
Giolitti. He was the leader of the centre-right party Forza Italiafrom 1994 to 2009, and its successor party
The People of Freedom from 2009 to 2013. He led the revived Forzaltaliafrom 2013 to 2023. Berlusconi
was the senior G8 leader from 2009 until 2011, and he held the record for hosting G8 summits (having
hosted three summitsin Italy). After serving nearly 19 years as a member of the Chamber of Depulties, the
country's lower house, he became a member of the Senate following the 2013 Italian general election.

On 1 August 2013, Berlusconi was convicted of tax fraud by the Supreme Court of Cassation. His four-year
prison sentence was confirmed, and he was banned from holding public office for two years. Aged 76, he
was exempted from direct imprisonment, and instead served his sentence by doing unpaid community
service. Three years of his sentence was automatically pardoned under Italian law; because he had been
sentenced to gross imprisonment for more than two years, he was banned from holding legidlative office for
six years and expelled from the Senate. Berlusconi pledged to stay leader of Forza ltaliathroughout his
custodial sentence and public office ban. After his ban ended, Berlusconi ran for and was elected as an MEP
at the 2019 European Parliament election. He returned to the Senate after winning a seat in the 2022 Italian
genera election, then died the following year from complications of chronic leukaemia, and was given a state
funeral.

Berlusconi was known for his populist political style and brash personality. In hislong tenure, he was often
accused of being an authoritarian leader and a strongman. At the height of his power, Berlusconi was the
richest person in Italy, owned three of the main TV channels of the country, and indirectly controlled the
national broadcasting company RAI through his own government. He was the owner of Italy's biggest
publishing company, several newspapers and magazines, and one of the largest football clubs in Europe. At
the time of his death, The Guardian wrote that Berlusconi "gathered himself more power than was ever
wielded by one individual in a Western democracy"”. Berlusconi remained a controversia figure who divided
public opinion and political analysts. Supporters emphasised his leadership skills and charismatic power, his
fiscal policy based on tax reduction, and his ability to maintain strong and close foreign relations with both
the United States and Russia. In general, critics address his performance as a politician and the ethics of his
government practices in relation to his business holdings. I1ssues with the former include accusations of
having mismanaged the state budget and of increasing the Italian government debt. The second criticism
concerns his vigorous pursuit of his personal interests while in office, including benefitting from his own
companies growth due to policies promoted by his governments, having vast conflicts of interest due to
ownership of amediaempire, and being blackmailed as a leader because of his turbulent private life.
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Sikhs (singular Sikh: SIK or SEEK; Punjabi: ????, romanized: sikkh, IPA: [s?%kk?]) are an ethnoreligious
group and nation who adhere to Sikhism, areligion that originated in the late 15th century in the Punjab
region of the Indian subcontinent, based on the revelation of Guru Nanak. The term Sikh hasits origin in the
Sanskrit word 7 ?ya, meaning 'seeker’, ‘disciple’ or 'student’.

According to Article | of Chapter 1 of the Sikh Rehat Maryada (‘code of conduct'), the definition of Sikhis:
Any human being who faithfully believesin

One Immortal Being

Ten Gurus, from Guru Nanak Sahib to Guru Gobind Singh Sahib
The Guru Granth Sahib

The utterances and teachings of the ten Gurus and

The initiation, known as the Amrit Sanchar, bequeathed by the tenth Guru and who does not owe allegiance
to any other religion, isa Sikh.

Male Sikhs generally have Singh ('lion’) astheir last name, though not all Singhs are necessarily Sikhs;
likewise, female Sikhs have Kaur (‘princess) as their last name. These unique last names were given by the
Gurus to alow Sikhsto stand out and aso as an act of defiance to India's caste system, which the Gurus were
always against. Sikhs strongly believe in the idea of sarbat da bhala (‘welfare of all) and are often seen on the
frontline to provide humanitarian aid across the world.

Sikhs who have undergone the Amrit Sanchar (‘baptism by Khanda), an initiation ceremony, are known as
Khalsafrom the day of their initiation and they must at all times have on their bodies the five Ks:

kesh, uncut hair usually kept covered by a dast?, also known as a turban;

kara, aniron or steel bracelet;

kirpan, a dagger-like sword tucked into a gatra strap or a kamar kasa waistband;
kachera, a cotton undergarment; and

kanga, a small wooden comb.

The Punjab region of the Indian subcontinent has been the historic homeland of the Sikhs, having even been
ruled by the Sikhs for significant parts of the 18th and 19th centuries. Today, Canada has the largest national
Sikh proportion (2.1%) in the world, while the Punjab state in India has the largest Sikh proportion (60%)
amongst all administrative divisionsin the world. With a population of approximately 25 to 30 million, Sikhs
represent about 0.3% to 0.4% of the total world population in 2024. Many countries, such as Canada and the
United Kingdom, recognize Sikhs as a designated religion on their censuses and, as of 2020, Sikhs are
considered as a separate ethnic group in the United States. The UK also considers Sikhs to be an ethno-
religious people, as adirect result of the Mandlav Dowell-Lee casein 1982.
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Religion in ancient Rome consisted of varying imperia and provincial religious practices, which were
followed both by the people of Rome as well as those who were brought under itsrule.

The Romans thought of themselves as highly religious, and attributed their success as aworld power to their
collective piety (pietas) in maintaining good relations with the gods. Their polytheistic religion is known for
having honoured many deities.

The presence of Greeks on the Italian peninsula from the beginning of the historical period influenced Roman
culture, introducing some religious practices that became fundamental, such as the cultus of Apollo. The
Romans looked for common ground between their major gods and those of the Greeks (interpretatio graeca),
adapting Greek myths and iconography for Latin literature and Roman art, as the Etruscans had. Etruscan
religion was also amajor influence, particularly on the practice of augury, used by the state to seek the will of
the gods. According to legends, most of Rome's religious institutions could be traced to its founders,
particularly Numa Pompilius, the Sabine second king of Rome, who negotiated directly with the gods. This
archaic religion was the foundation of the mos maiorum, "the way of the ancestors" or simply "tradition”,
viewed as central to Roman identity.

Roman religion was practical and contractual, based on the principle of do ut des, "I give that you might
give". Religion depended on knowledge and the correct practice of prayer, rite, and sacrifice, not on faith or
dogma, although Latin literature preserves learned speculation on the nature of the divine and its relation to
human affairs. Even the most skeptical among Rome's intellectual elite such as Cicero, who was an augur,
saw religion as a source of social order. Asthe Roman Empire expanded, migrants to the capital brought their
local cults, many of which became popular among Romans. Christianity was eventually the most successful
of these beliefs, and in 380 became the official state religion.

For ordinary Romans, religion was a part of daily life. Each home had a household shrine at which prayers
and libations to the family's domestic deities were offered. Neighbourhood shrines and sacred places such as
springs and groves dotted the city. The Roman calendar was structured around religious observances.
Women, slaves, and children all participated in arange of religious activities. Some public rituals could be
conducted only by women, and women formed what is perhaps Rome's most famous priesthood, the state-
supported Vestals, who tended Rome's sacred hearth for centuries, until disbanded under Christian
domination.
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The Strange Death of Europe: Immigration, Identity, IsSlam isa 2017 book by the British journalist and
political commentator Douglas Murray. It was published in the United Kingdom in May 2017, and in June
2017 in the United States.

The book's title was inspired by George Dangerfield's classic of political history The Strange Death of
Liberal England, published in 1935.
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The 2015 European migrant crisis was a period of significantly increased movement of refugees and migrants
into Europe, mostly from the Middle East. An estimated 1.3 million people came to the continent to request
asylum, the most in asingle year since World War 11. They were mostly Syrians, but also included a
significant number of people from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Irag, Nigeria, Eritrea, and the Balkans. The
increase in asylum seekers has been attributed to factors such as the escalation of various warsin the Middle
East and ISIL s territorial and military dominance in the region due to the Arab Winter, as well as Lebanon,
Jordan, and Egypt ceasing to accept Syrian asylum seekers.

The EU attempted to enact some measures to address the problem, including distributing refugees among
member countries, tackling root causes of emigration in the home countries of migrants, and simplifying
deportation processes. However, due to alack of political coordination at the European level, the distribution
of countries was unequal, with some countries taking in many more refugees than others. This translated into
a humanitarian emergency due to the poor quality of the infrastructure used to manage migration flows. This
endangered the safety of migrants deepening the psychological and physical trauma.

Theinitial responses of national governments varied greatly. Many European Union (EU) governments
reacted by closing their borders, and most countries refused to take in the arriving refugees. Germany
ultimately accepted most of the refugees after the government decided to temporarily suspend its
enforcement of the Dublin Regulation. Germany would receive over 440,000 asylum applications (0.5% of
the population). Other countries that took in a significant number of refugees include Hungary (174,000;
1.8%), Sweden (156,000; 1.6%) and Austria (88,000; 1.0%).

The crisis had significant political consequences in Europe. The influx of migrants caused significant
demographic and cultural changes in these countries. As a consequence, some politicians raised concerns
about the challenges of integrating migrants, and the public raised discussions about potential effectsto
European values. Paired also with rising cost of living and other complex socia problems, political
polarization increased, confidence in the European Union fell, and many countries implemented stricter
asylum policies. Right-wing populist parties gained support as immigration became a key political issue and
became significantly more popular in many countries. There was an increase in protests regarding
immigration and the circulation of the white nationalist conspiracy theory of the Great Replacement.
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