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Bratislava (German: Pressburg; Hungarian: Pozsony) is the capital and largest city of the Slovak Republic
and the fourth largest of all cities on the river Danube. Officially, the population of the city is about 475,000;
however, some sources estimate the daily number of people moving around the city based on mobile phone
SIM cards is more than 570,000. Bratislava is in southwestern Slovakia at the foot of the Little Carpathians,
occupying both banks of the Danube and the left bank of the River Morava. Bordering Austria and Hungary,
it is the only national capital to border two sovereign states.

The city's history has been influenced by people of many nations and religions, including Austrians,
Bulgarians, Croats, Czechs, Germans, Hungarians, Jews and Slovaks. It was the coronation site and
legislative center and capital of the Kingdom of Hungary from 1536 to 1783; eleven Hungarian kings and
eight queens were crowned in St Martin's Cathedral. Most Hungarian parliament assemblies were held here
from the 17th century until the Hungarian Reform Era, and the city has been home to many Hungarian,
German and Slovak historical figures.

Today, Bratislava is the political, cultural and economic centre of Slovakia. It is the seat of the Slovak
president, the parliament and the Slovak Executive. It has several universities, and many museums, theatres,
galleries and other cultural and educational institutions. Many large businesses and financial institutions have
headquarters there. Bratislava is the 19th-richest region of the European Union by GDP (PPP) per capita.
GDP at purchasing power parity is about three times higher than in other Slovak regions. The city receives
around one million tourists every year, mostly from the Czech Republic, Germany, and Austria.
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ŠK Slovan Bratislava (Slovak pronunciation: [?sl??am ?bracisla?a], "Bratislava Slavs") is a professional
football club based in Bratislava, Slovakia, that plays in the Slovak First Football League. Founded as I.
?SŠK Bratislava in 1919, the club changed its name to Slovan Bratislava in 1953. Slovan is the most
successful team in Slovakia with the most titles in both league and cup in the country.

Slovan Bratislava became the first and so far only club in Slovakia as well as former Czechoslovakia to win
one of the European cup competitions, the Cup Winners' Cup when they defeated FC Barcelona in the final
in Basel in 1969. The club also supplied seven players to the victorious Czechoslovakia team of UEFA Euro
1976.
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M. R. Štefánik Airport (IATA: BTS, ICAO: LZIB) — also called Bratislava Airport — is the main
international airport of Slovakia. It is located approximately nine kilometres (5+1?2 miles) northeast of the
city center of Bratislava, spanning over the area of three municipalities (Bratislava-Ružinov, Bratislava-
Vraku?a and Ivanka pri Dunaji).



Originally known as Bratislava-Ivanka Airport, shortly after the independence of Slovakia in 1993 it was re-
named after general Milan Rastislav Štefánik (1880–1919), whose aircraft crashed near Bratislava in 1919.
The airport is owned and run by Letisko M. R. Štefánika – Airport Bratislava, a.s. (BTS). As of September
2014 the company is fully owned by the Slovak Republic via the Ministry of Transport, Construction and
Regional Development.

Bratislava is a base for the Slovak Government Flying Service as well as Ryanair, AirExplore, Smartwings
Slovakia, Wizz Air and Air Horizont during the summer season. During a brief period in 2011, the airport
was also a secondary hub for Czech Airlines and between 2004 and 2005 as secondary hub for Austrian
Airlines. Two maintenance companies, Austrian Technik Bratislava and East Air Company are also based at
the airport. Air Livery has one painting bay for aircraft at the airport. The airport is category 4E for aircraft,
and category 7 or 8 on request in terms of potential rescue.

Bratislava is located to the north-east of the city center, covering a catchment area of four countries, and is
one-hour drive of Vienna International Airport located 49 kilometres (30+1?2 mi) west of the city centre.
Conversely, Bratislava Airport serves as a low-cost alternative for Vienna and the neighbouring areas.
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Slovakia, officially the Slovak Republic, is a landlocked country in Central Europe. It is bordered by Poland
to the north, Ukraine to the east, Hungary to the south, Austria to the west, and the Czech Republic to the
northwest. Slovakia's mostly mountainous territory spans about 49,000 km2 (19,000 sq mi), hosting a
population exceeding 5.4 million. The capital and largest city is Bratislava, while the second largest city is
Košice.

The Slavs arrived in the territory of the present-day Slovakia in the 5th and 6th centuries. From the late 6th
century, parts of modern Slovakia were incorporated into the Avar Khaghanate. In the 7th century, the Slavs
played a significant role in the creation of Samo's Empire. When the Avar Khaghanate dissolved in the 9th
century, the Slavs established the Principality of Nitra before it was annexed by the Principality of Moravia,
which later became Great Moravia. When Great Moravia fell in the 10th century, the territory was integrated
into the Principality of Hungary at the end of the 9th century, which later became the Kingdom of Hungary in
1000. In 1241 and 1242, after the Mongol invasion of Europe, much of the territory was destroyed, but was
recovered largely thanks to Hungarian king Béla IV. During the 16th and 17th centuries, southern portions of
present-day Slovakia were incorporated into provinces of the Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman-controlled areas
were ceded to the Habsburgs by the turn of the 18th century. The Hungarian declaration of independence in
1848 was followed in the same year by the Slovak Uprising through the establishment of the Slovak National
Council. While the uprising did not achieve its aim, it played an important role in cementing a Slovak
national identity. The Hungarian wars of independence eventually resulted in a compromise that established
the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

During World War I, the Czechoslovak National Council successfully fought for independence amidst the
collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the state of Czechoslovakia was proclaimed in 1918. The
borders were set by the Treaty of Saint Germain in 1919 and by the Treaty of Trianon in 1920
Czechoslovakia incorporated the territory of present-day Slovakia which was entirely part of the Kingdom of
Hungary. In the lead up to World War II, local fascist parties gradually came to power in the Slovak lands,
and the first Slovak Republic was established in 1939 as a one-party clerical fascist client state under the
control of Nazi Germany. In 1940, the country joined the Axis when its leaders signed the Tripartite Pact.
Czechoslovakia was re-established after the country's liberation at the end of the war in 1945. Following the
Soviet-backed coup of 1948, Czechoslovakia became a communist state within the Eastern Bloc, a satellite
state of the Soviet Union behind the Iron Curtain and member of the Warsaw Pact. Attempts to liberalise
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communism culminated in the Prague Spring, which was suppressed by the Warsaw Pact invasion of
Czechoslovakia in August 1968. In 1989, the Velvet Revolution peacefully ended Communist rule in
Czechoslovakia. Slovakia became an independent democratic state on 1 January 1993 after the peaceful
dissolution of Czechoslovakia, sometimes referred to as the Velvet Divorce.

Slovakia is a developed country with an advanced high-income economy. The country maintains a
combination of a market economy with a comprehensive social security system, providing citizens with
universal health care, free education, one of the lowest retirement age in Europe and one of the longest paid
parental leaves in the OECD. Slovakia is a member of the European Union, the eurozone, the Schengen Area,
the United Nations, NATO, CERN, the OECD, the WTO, the Council of Europe, the Visegrád Group, and
the OSCE. Slovakia is also home to eight UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The world's largest per-capita car
producer, Slovakia manufactured a total of 1.1 million cars in 2019, representing 43% of its total industrial
output.
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2025–26 UEFA Champions League qualifying is the preliminary phase of the 2025–26 UEFA Champions
League, prior to the competition proper. Qualification consists of the qualifying phase (first to third rounds)
and the play-off round. It began on 8 July and will end on 27 August 2025.

A total of 53 teams will compete in the qualifying system of the 2025–26 UEFA Champions League, with 42
teams in Champions Path and 11 teams in League Path. The seven winners in the play-off round (five from
Champions Path, two from League Path) advanced to the league phase, to join the 29 teams that entered in
the league stage.

Times are CEST (UTC+2), as listed by UEFA (local times, if different, are in parentheses).
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Bratislava Transport Museum (Múzeum dopravy Bratislava) is a transport museum in Bratislava, Slovakia. It
is a branch of the Slovak Technical Museum in Košice, is situated on the site of the first steam-railway
station in Bratislava on Šancová Street, near the current main railway station in central Bratislava. It opened
on June 24, 1999.
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FK Inter Bratislava (Slovak pronunciation: [?inter ?bracisla?a]) is a football club based in Bratislava,
Slovakia, temporarily playing its home matches in Štadion Pasienky.
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The Bratislava Region (Slovak: Bratislavský kraj, pronounced [?bracislawski? ?kraj]; German:
Pressburger/Bratislavaer Landschaftsverband (until 1919); Hungarian: Pozsonyi kerület) is one of the
administrative regions of Slovakia. Its capital is Bratislava. The region was first established in 1923 and its
present borders exist from 1996. It is the smallest of the eight regions of Slovakia as well as the most
urbanized, most developed and most productive by GDP per capita.
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Bratislava (Hungarian: Pozsony, German: Preßburg/Pressburg), currently the capital of Slovakia and the
country's largest city, has existed for about a thousand years. Because of the city's strategic geographical
location, it was an important European hub due to its proximity to the advanced cultures of the
Mediterranean and the Orient as well as its link to the rest of Europe, which were possible by the Danube
River.
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Bratislava Castle (Slovak: Bratislavský hrad, IPA: [?bracislawski? ??rat] ; German: Pressburger Burg;
Hungarian: Pozsonyi vár) is the main castle of Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia. The massive rectangular
building with four corner towers stands on an isolated rocky hill of the Little Carpathians, directly above the
Danube river, in the middle of Bratislava. Because of its size and location, it has been a dominant feature of
the city for centuries.

The location provides excellent views of Bratislava, Austria and, in clear weather, parts of Hungary. Many
legends are connected with the history of the castle.
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