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A calculator is typically a portable electronic device used to perform calculations, ranging from basic
arithmetic to complex mathematics.

The first solid-state electronic calculator was created in the early 1960s. Pocket-sized devices became
available in the 1970s, especially after the Intel 4004, the first microprocessor, was developed by Intel for the
Japanese calculator company Busicom. Modern electronic calculators vary from cheap, give-away, credit-
card-sized models to sturdy desktop models with built-in printers. They became popular in the mid-1970s as
the incorporation of integrated circuits reduced their size and cost. By the end of that decade, prices had
dropped to the point where a basic calculator was affordable to most and they became common in schools.

In addition to general-purpose calculators, there are those designed for specific markets. For example, there
are scientific calculators, which include trigonometric and statistical calculations. Some calculators even have
the ability to do computer algebra. Graphing calculators can be used to graph functions defined on the real
line, or higher-dimensional Euclidean space. As of 2016, basic calculators cost little, but scientific and
graphing models tend to cost more.

Computer operating systems as far back as early Unix have included interactive calculator programs such as
dc and hoc, and interactive BASIC could be used to do calculations on most 1970s and 1980s home
computers. Calculator functions are included in most smartphones, tablets, and personal digital assistant
(PDA) type devices. With the very wide availability of smartphones and the like, dedicated hardware
calculators, while still widely used, are less common than they once were. In 1986, calculators still
represented an estimated 41% of the world's general-purpose hardware capacity to compute information. By
2007, this had diminished to less than 0.05%.
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Calculator spelling is an unintended characteristic of the seven-segment display traditionally used by
calculators, in which, when read upside-down, the digits resemble letters of the Latin alphabet. Each digit
may be mapped to one or more letters, creating a limited but functional subset of the alphabet, sometimes
referred to as beghilos (or beghilosz).
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A graphing calculator (also graphics calculator or graphic display calculator) is a handheld computer that is
capable of plotting graphs, solving simultaneous equations, and performing other tasks with variables. Most
popular graphing calculators are programmable calculators, allowing the user to create customized programs,
typically for scientific, engineering or education applications. They have large screens that display several
lines of text and calculations.
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The pascaline (also known as the arithmetic machine or Pascal's calculator) is a mechanical calculator
invented by Blaise Pascal in 1642. Pascal was led to develop a calculator by the laborious arithmetical
calculations required by his father's work as the supervisor of taxes in Rouen, France. He designed the
machine to add and subtract two numbers and to perform multiplication and division through repeated
addition or subtraction.

There were three versions of his calculator:

one for accounting, one for surveying, and one for science.

The accounting version represented the livre which was the currency in France at the time. The next dial to
the right represented sols where 20 sols make 1 livre. The next, and right-most dial, represented deniers
where 12 deniers make 1 sol.

Pascal's calculator was especially successful in the design of its carry mechanism, which carries 1 to the next
dial when the first dial changes from 9 to 0. His innovation made each digit independent of the state of the
others, enabling multiple carries to rapidly cascade from one digit to another regardless of the machine's
capacity. Pascal was also the first to shrink and adapt for his purpose a lantern gear, used in turret clocks and
water wheels. This innovation allowed the device to resist the strength of any operator input with very little
added friction.

Pascal designed the machine in 1642. After 50 prototypes, he presented the device to the public in 1645,
dedicating it to Pierre Séguier, then chancellor of France. Pascal built around twenty more machines during
the next decade, many of which improved on his original design. In 1649, King Louis XIV gave Pascal a
royal privilege (similar to a patent), which provided the exclusive right to design and manufacture calculating
machines in France. Nine Pascal calculators presently exist; most are on display in European museums.

Many later calculators were either directly inspired by or shaped by the same historical influences that had
led to Pascal's invention. Gottfried Leibniz invented his Leibniz wheels after 1671, after trying to add an
automatic multiplication feature to the Pascaline. In 1820, Thomas de Colmar designed his arithmometer, the
first mechanical calculator strong enough and reliable enough to be used daily in an office environment. It is
not clear whether he ever saw Leibniz's device, but he either re-invented it or utilized Leibniz's invention of
the step drum.
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Windows Calculator is a software calculator developed by Microsoft and included in Windows. In its
Windows 10 incarnation it has four modes: standard, scientific, programmer, and a graphing mode. The
standard mode includes a number pad and buttons for performing arithmetic operations. The scientific mode
takes this a step further and adds exponents and trigonometric functions, and programmer mode allows the
user to perform operations related to computer programming. In 2020, a graphing mode was added to the
Calculator, allowing users to graph equations on a coordinate plane.

The Windows Calculator is one of a few applications that have been bundled in all versions of Windows,
starting with Windows 1.0. Since then, the calculator has been upgraded with various capabilities.
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In addition, the calculator has also been included with Windows Phone and Xbox One. The Microsoft Store
page proclaims HoloLens support as of February 2024, but the Calculator app is not installed on HoloLens
by default.
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Casio has produced the world's first graphing calculator, the fx-7000G. Since then, most of the calculators
produced by the company can be grouped into either the First, Second or Third generation.
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Significant figures, also referred to as significant digits, are specific digits within a number that is written in
positional notation that carry both reliability and necessity in conveying a particular quantity. When
presenting the outcome of a measurement (such as length, pressure, volume, or mass), if the number of digits
exceeds what the measurement instrument can resolve, only the digits that are determined by the resolution
are dependable and therefore considered significant.

For instance, if a length measurement yields 114.8 mm, using a ruler with the smallest interval between
marks at 1 mm, the first three digits (1, 1, and 4, representing 114 mm) are certain and constitute significant
figures. Further, digits that are uncertain yet meaningful are also included in the significant figures. In this
example, the last digit (8, contributing 0.8 mm) is likewise considered significant despite its uncertainty.
Therefore, this measurement contains four significant figures.

Another example involves a volume measurement of 2.98 L with an uncertainty of ± 0.05 L. The actual
volume falls between 2.93 L and 3.03 L. Even if certain digits are not completely known, they are still
significant if they are meaningful, as they indicate the actual volume within an acceptable range of
uncertainty. In this case, the actual volume might be 2.94 L or possibly 3.02 L, so all three digits are
considered significant. Thus, there are three significant figures in this example.

The following types of digits are not considered significant:

Leading zeros. For instance, 013 kg has two significant figures—1 and 3—while the leading zero is
insignificant since it does not impact the mass indication; 013 kg is equivalent to 13 kg, rendering the zero
unnecessary. Similarly, in the case of 0.056 m, there are two insignificant leading zeros since 0.056 m is the
same as 56 mm, thus the leading zeros do not contribute to the length indication.

Trailing zeros when they serve as placeholders. In the measurement 1500 m, when the measurement
resolution is 100 m, the trailing zeros are insignificant as they simply stand for the tens and ones places. In
this instance, 1500 m indicates the length is approximately 1500 m rather than an exact value of 1500 m.

Spurious digits that arise from calculations resulting in a higher precision than the original data or a
measurement reported with greater precision than the instrument's resolution.

A zero after a decimal (e.g., 1.0) is significant, and care should be used when appending such a decimal of
zero. Thus, in the case of 1.0, there are two significant figures, whereas 1 (without a decimal) has one
significant figure.
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Among a number's significant digits, the most significant digit is the one with the greatest exponent value
(the leftmost significant digit/figure), while the least significant digit is the one with the lowest exponent
value (the rightmost significant digit/figure). For example, in the number "123" the "1" is the most significant
digit, representing hundreds (102), while the "3" is the least significant digit, representing ones (100).

To avoid conveying a misleading level of precision, numbers are often rounded. For instance, it would create
false precision to present a measurement as 12.34525 kg when the measuring instrument only provides
accuracy to the nearest gram (0.001 kg). In this case, the significant figures are the first five digits (1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5) from the leftmost digit, and the number should be rounded to these significant figures, resulting in
12.345 kg as the accurate value. The rounding error (in this example, 0.00025 kg = 0.25 g) approximates the
numerical resolution or precision. Numbers can also be rounded for simplicity, not necessarily to indicate
measurement precision, such as for the sake of expediency in news broadcasts.

Significance arithmetic encompasses a set of approximate rules for preserving significance through
calculations. More advanced scientific rules are known as the propagation of uncertainty.

Radix 10 (base-10, decimal numbers) is assumed in the following. (See Unit in the last place for extending
these concepts to other bases.)
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The HP-41C series are programmable, expandable, continuous memory handheld RPN calculators made by
Hewlett-Packard from 1979 to 1990. The original model, HP-41C, was the first of its kind to offer
alphanumeric display capabilities. Later came the HP-41CV and HP-41CX, offering more memory and
functionality.
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Body mass index (BMI) is a value derived from the mass (weight) and height of a person. The BMI is
defined as the body mass divided by the square of the body height, and is expressed in units of kg/m2,
resulting from mass in kilograms (kg) and height in metres (m).

The BMI may be determined first by measuring its components by means of a weighing scale and a
stadiometer. The multiplication and division may be carried out directly, by hand or using a calculator, or
indirectly using a lookup table (or chart). The table displays BMI as a function of mass and height and may
show other units of measurement (converted to metric units for the calculation). The table may also show
contour lines or colours for different BMI categories.

The BMI is a convenient rule of thumb used to broadly categorize a person as based on tissue mass (muscle,
fat, and bone) and height. Major adult BMI classifications are underweight (under 18.5 kg/m2), normal
weight (18.5 to 24.9), overweight (25 to 29.9), and obese (30 or more). When used to predict an individual's
health, rather than as a statistical measurement for groups, the BMI has limitations that can make it less
useful than some of the alternatives, especially when applied to individuals with abdominal obesity, short
stature, or high muscle mass.

BMIs under 20 and over 25 have been associated with higher all-cause mortality, with the risk increasing
with distance from the 20–25 range.
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desktop models included the HP 9800 series, while

HP calculators are various calculators manufactured by the Hewlett-Packard company over the years.

Their desktop models included the HP 9800 series, while their handheld models started with the HP-35.
Their focus has been on high-end scientific, engineering and complex financial uses.
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