
How Big Is Allah
Takbir

God]&#039;) is the name for the Arabic phrase All?hu ?akbar (Arabic: ????????? ???????? [?a?.?a?.hu
?ak.bar] , lit. &#039;Allah is the greatest&#039;). It is a common

The takb?r (Arabic: ???????? [tak.bi?r], lit. 'magnification [of God]') is the name for the Arabic phrase All?hu
?akbar (Arabic: ????????? ???????? [?a?.?a?.hu ?ak.bar] , lit. 'Allah is the greatest').

It is a common Arabic expression, used in various contexts by Muslims around the world: in formal salah
(prayer), in the adhan (Islamic call to prayer), in Hajj, as an informal expression of faith, in times of distress
or joy, or to express resolute determination or defiance. The phrase is the official motto of Iran and Iraq. It is
also used by Orthodox Arab Christians as an expression of faith.
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Son'allah Ibrahim (Arabic: ??? ???? ??????? ?un? All?h Ibr?h?m) (3 August 1937 – 13 August 2025) was an
Egyptian novelist and short story writer and one of the "Sixties Generation" who was known for his leftist
views which are expressed rather directly in his work. His novels, especially later ones, incorporate many
excerpts from newspapers, magazines and other political sources as a way to enlighten the people about a
certain political or social issue. Because of his political opinions he was imprisoned during the 1960s; his
imprisonment is featured in his first book, That Smell (??? ???????), which was one of the first works of
Egyptian literature to feature a modernist view.

In harmony with his political beliefs, in 2003 he refused to accept a prestigious literary award worth
£E100,000 from Egypt's Ministry of Culture.
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The Garden of Allah was a famous hotel in West Hollywood, California, United States (then an
unincorporated area of Los Angeles which was usually considered a part of Hollywood), at 8152 Sunset
Boulevard between Crescent Heights and Havenhurst, at the east end of the Sunset Strip.

Originally a 2.5-acre (1.0 ha) estate called Hayvenhurst, it was built in 1913 as the private residence of real
estate developer William H. Hay. Actress Alla Nazimova acquired the property in 1919. She converted it into
a residential hotel in 1926 by adding 25 villas around the residence, which opened as the "Garden of Alla
Hotel" in January 1927.

In 1930, new owners renamed it the "Garden of Allah Hotel" (adding an 'h'). The property operated under a
succession of owners for three decades until the last, Bart Lytton, owner of Lytton Savings & Loan,
demolished the hotel in 1959 and replaced it with his bank's main branch. The Lytton Savings main branch
was later demolished, along with a strip mall next to it, to make way for a mixed-use development designed
by Frank Gehry.
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The Five-Percent Nation, sometimes referred to as the Nation of Gods and Earths (NGE/NOGE) or the Five
Percenters, is a cultural movement founded in 1964 in the Harlem section of the borough of Manhattan, New
York City, by Clarence 13X, who was previously known as Clarence Edward Smith.

Members of the group call themselves Allah's Five Percenters, which reflects the concept that ten percent of
the people in the world are elites and their agents, who know the truth of existence and opt to keep eighty-
five percent of the world in ignorance and under their controlling thumb; the remaining five percent are those
who know the truth and are determined to enlighten the eighty-five percent.

The Nation of Gods and Earths teaches the belief that Black people are the original people of the planet Earth
and are therefore the fathers ("Gods") and mothers ("Earths") of civilization. The Nation teaches that
Supreme Mathematics and Supreme Alphabet, a set of principles created by Allah the Father, is the key to
understanding humankind's relationship to the universe. The Nation teaches that the black man, insofar as the
Nation defines this race, is himself God, with the black race being a race of actual gods.
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Bilal ibn Rabah (Arabic: ?????? ??? ??????, romanized: Bil?l ibn Rab??; c. 5 March 580 - 2 March 640 CE),
also known as Bil?l al-?abash? or simply Bilal, was a close companion of the Islamic prophet Muhammad.
Born in Mecca, he was of Abyssinian (modern-day Ethiopia) descent and was formerly enslaved. He is
considered the first mu?azzin (caller to prayer) in Islam, personally chosen by Muhammad for his deep and
melodious voice.

He was a former slave who called the Muslims to the daily obligatory prayers. According to Islamic tradition,
Bilal was one of the earliest converts to Islam and is often regarded as the first African or Black Muslim. He
died in 640 CE, around the age of 59.
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The Kaaba (Arabic: ??????????, romanized: al-Ka?ba, lit. 'the Cube'), also spelled Ka?ba, Ka?bah or Kabah,
sometimes referred to as al-Ka?ba al-Musharrafa (Arabic: ?????????? ?????????????, romanized: al-Ka?ba l-
Mušarrafa, lit. 'the Honored Ka'ba'), is a stone building at the center of Islam's most important mosque and
holiest site, the Masjid al-Haram in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. It is considered by Muslims to be the Baytullah
(Arabic: ????? ???????, lit. 'House of God') and determines the qibla (Arabic: ???????, lit. 'direction of
prayer') for Muslims around the world.

In early Islam, Muslims faced in the general direction of Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem as the qibla in their
prayers before changing the direction to face the Kaaba, believed by Muslims to be a result of a Quranic
verse revelation to Muhammad.

According to Islam, the Kaaba was rebuilt several times throughout history, most famously by Ibrahim and
his son Ismail, when he returned to the valley of Mecca several years after leaving his wife Hajar and Ismail
there upon Allah's command. The current structure was built after the original building was damaged by a
fire during the siege of Mecca by the Umayyads in 683 CE. Circling the Kaaba seven times
counterclockwise, known as Tawaf (Arabic: ????, romanized: tawaaf), is a Fard rite for the completion of the
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Hajj and Umrah pilgrimages. The area around the Kaaba where pilgrims walk is called the Mataaf.

The Kaaba and the Mataaf are surrounded by pilgrims every day of the Islamic year, except the 9th of Dhu
al-Hijjah, known as the Day of Arafah, on which the cloth covering the structure, known as the Kiswah
(Arabic: ????, romanized: Kiswah, lit. 'Cloth'), is changed. However, the most significant increase in their
numbers is during Ramadan and the Hajj, when millions of pilgrims gather for Tawaf. According to the
Saudi Ministry of Hajj and Umrah, 6,791,100 external pilgrims arrived for the Umrah pilgrimage in 1439 AH
(2017/2018 CE).
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Irshad Manji (born 1968) is a Ugandan-born Canadian educator. She is the author of The Trouble with Islam
Today (2004) and Allah, Liberty and Love (2011), both of which have been banned in several Muslim
countries. She also produced a PBS documentary in the America at a Crossroads series, titled Faith Without
Fear, which was nominated for an Emmy Award in 2008. A former journalist and television presenter, Manji
is an advocate of a reformist interpretation of Islam and a critic of literalist interpretations of the Qur'an.

Her latest book, Don't Label Me (2019), proposes methods on how to heal political, racial, and cultural
divides. The ideas in the book are related to the Moral Courage Project, which Manji founded at New York
University in 2008 and expanded to the University of Southern California (USC) in 2016, when she was a
senior fellow at the Annenberg Center on Communication Leadership & Policy. After leaving USC, she
founded Moral Courage College with the goal of teaching "young people how to engage honestly about
polarizing issues rather than shaming or canceling each other". Manji lectures on these themes as a senior
research fellow with the Oxford Initiative for Global Ethics and Human Rights.
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Tawba (Arabic: ????) is the Islamic concept of repenting to God due to performing any sins and misdeeds. It
is a direct matter between a person and God, so there is no intercession. There is no original sin in Islam. It is
the act of leaving what God has prohibited and returning to what he has commanded. The word denotes the
act of being repentant for one's misdeeds, atoning for those misdeeds, and having a strong determination to
forsake those misdeeds (remorse, resolution, and repentance). If someone sins against another person,
restitution is required.
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Muhammad (c. 570 – 8 June 632 CE) was an Arab religious, military and political leader and the founder of
Islam. According to Islam, he was a prophet who was divinely inspired to preach and confirm the
monotheistic teachings of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and other prophets. He is believed by
Muslims to be the Seal of the Prophets, and along with the Quran, his teachings and normative examples
form the basis for Islamic religious belief.

According to writers of Al-S?ra al-Nabawiyya Muhammad was born in Mecca to the aristocratic Banu
Hashim clan of the Quraysh. He was the son of Abdullah ibn Abd al-Muttalib and Amina bint Wahb. His
father, Abdullah, the son of tribal leader Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hashim, died around the time Muhammad was
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born. His mother Amina died when he was six, leaving Muhammad an orphan. He was raised under the care
of his grandfather, Abd al-Muttalib, and paternal uncle, Abu Talib. In later years, he would periodically
seclude himself in a mountain cave named Hira for several nights of prayer. When he was 40, in c. 610,
Muhammad reported being visited by Gabriel in the cave and receiving his first revelation from God. In 613,
Muhammad started preaching these revelations publicly, proclaiming that "God is One", that complete
"submission" (Isl?m) to God (All?h) is the right way of life (d?n), and that he was a prophet and messenger
of God, similar to other prophets in Islam.

Muhammad's followers were initially few in number, and experienced persecution by Meccan polytheists for
13 years. To escape ongoing persecution, he sent some of his followers to Abyssinia in 615, before he and his
followers migrated from Mecca to Medina (then known as Yathrib) later in 622. This event, the Hijrah,
marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar, also known as the Hijri calendar. In Medina, Muhammad united
the tribes under the Constitution of Medina. In December 629, after eight years of intermittent fighting with
Meccan tribes, Muhammad gathered an army of 10,000 Muslim converts and marched on the city of Mecca.
The conquest went largely uncontested, and Muhammad seized the city with minimal casualties. In 632, a
few months after returning from the Farewell Pilgrimage, he fell ill and died. By the time of his death, most
of the Arabian Peninsula had converted to Islam.

The revelations (wa?y) that Muhammad reported receiving until his death form the verses (?yah) of the
Quran, upon which Islam is based, are regarded by Muslims as the verbatim word of God and his final
revelation. Besides the Quran, Muhammad's teachings and practices, found in transmitted reports, known as
hadith, and in his biography (s?rah), are also upheld and used as sources of Islamic law. Apart from Islam,
Muhammad has received praise in Sikhism as an inspirational figure, in the Druze faith as one of the seven
main prophets, and in the Bahá?í Faith as a Manifestation of God.
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The Stoning of the Devil (Arabic: ??? ??????? ramy al-jamar?t, lit. "throwing of the jamar?t [place of
pebbles]")

is part of the annual Islamic Hajj pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia. During the ritual,
Muslim pilgrims throw pebbles at three walls (formerly pillars), called jamar?t, in the city of Mina just east
of Mecca. It is a symbolic reenactment of Ibrahim's (or Abraham's) hajj, where he stoned three pillars
representing the Shaitan (or Satan), and Muslims' temptation to disobey the will of Allah.

On Eid al-Adha (the 10th day of the month of Dhu al-Hijjah), pilgrims must strike the Big Jamarah or Al-
Jamrah Al-Aqaba with seven pebbles. After the stoning is completed on the day of Eid, every pilgrim must
cut or shave their hair. On each of the following two days, they must hit all three walls with seven pebbles
each, going in order from east to west. Thus at least 21 pebbles are needed for the ritual; more stones would
be needed if they failed to hit the pillar. It is permissible for the stones to fall into the designated areas of the
pillars, and there is no need to throw them again if they land in the appropriate vicinity.

Some pilgrims stay at Mina for an additional day, in which case they must again stone each wall seven times.
The pebbles used in the stoning are traditionally gathered at Muzdalifah, a plain southeast of Mina, on the
night before the first throwing, but can also be collected at Mina.
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