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The 1984 North Carolina gubernatorial election was held on November 6, 1984. Democratic incumbent Jim
Hunt was unable to run for a third consecutive term under the North Carolina Constitution. He ran instead for
the U.S. Senate against Jesse Helms and narrowly lost. Popular 9th District Congressman James G. Martin
ran as the Republican gubernatorial nominee against Democratic Attorney General Rufus L. Edmisten, who
defeated Hunt's Lt. Governor, James Green, among other candidates, in a hotly contested primary.

Martin won by a comfortable margin on Election Day thanks to the surprise endorsement of Green, and to
President Ronald Reagan's coattails (see also 1984 United States presidential election). Martin became just
the second Republican elected to the state's highest office in the 20th century. Hunt later served as North
Carolina’s Governor again from 1993 to 2001.

An offhand remark by Edmisten during the 1984 campaign became part of the state's political lore. He was
quoted as complaining about all the barbecue pork he had to eat on the campaign trail, saying he could not
eat anymore of "that damnable stuff", which is widely popular. Edmisten later said he was joking.
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The 1984 United States presidential election in North Carolina took place on November 6, 1984, and was
part of the 1984 United States presidential election. Voters chose 13 representatives, or electors to the
Electoral College, who voted for president and vice president.

North Carolina voted for President Ronald Reagan, running with Vice President George H. W. Bush, against
former Vice President Walter Mondale, running with U.S. Representative Geraldine Ferraro.

As of the 2024 presidential election, this is the last election in which Vance County and Chatham County
voted for a Republican presidential candidate
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The North Carolina Tar Heels football team (often known as the "Tar Heels", "North Carolina" or simply
"Carolina") represents the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC) in the sport of American
football. They are members of the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) and compete in the NCAA Division I
Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS).

North Carolina has played in 37 bowl games in its history, winning three Southern Conference
championships and five Atlantic Coast Conference titles. Thirty Tar Heel players have been honored as first-
team All-Americans. Carolina had 32 All-Southern Conference selections when it played in that league until
1952 and since joining the ACC in 1953, has had 174 first-team All-ACC choices. Since joining the Atlantic
Coast Conference in 1953, the team has won five conference championships, with the most recent title



coming in 1980.

One of the first uses of the forward pass occurred in an 1895 Carolina game against the Georgia Bulldogs.
This was one of the play's first uses prior to its legalization in 1906. The team uses "I'm a Tar Heel Born" as
its official fight song and Rameses as its mascot. Carolina football's fiercest and most important rivalry is
with the NC State Wolfpack. Their rivalry with the Virginia Cavaliers, referred to as the "South's Oldest
Rivalry", is also significant.

While not a consistent football powerhouse, the Carolina football program has had intermittent success and
has featured a number of players who have gone on to play in the National Football League, including
Lawrence Taylor, Charlie Justice, Chris Hanburger, Ken Willard, Don McCauley, William Fuller, Harris
Barton, Jeff Saturday, Alge Crumpler, Willie Parker, Greg Ellis, Dré Bly, Julius Peppers, Hakeem Nicks, T.J.
Yates, Mitch Trubisky, Sam Howell, Javonte Williams, Josh Downs and Drake Maye.
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The North Carolina United States Senate election of 1984 was held on November 6, 1984, as part of the
nationwide elections to the Senate, and coinciding with the 1984 presidential election. The election was a
showdown between the Republican incumbent Jesse Helms and then-incumbent Democratic Governor Jim
Hunt. This election was one of the most dramatic in 1984. In the end, Helms won the election, the most
expensive non-presidential election in United States history up to that point, by a margin significantly
reduced from the margin that Helms achieved in 1978.
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Interstate 40 (I-40) is a part of the Interstate Highway System that travels 2,556.61 miles (4,114.46 km) from
Barstow, California, to Wilmington, North Carolina. In North Carolina, I-40 travels 420.21 miles (676.26
km) across the entirety of the state from the Tennessee state line along the Pigeon River Gorge to U.S.
Highway 117 (US 117) and North Carolina Highway 132 (NC 132) in Wilmington. I-40 is the longest
Interstate Highway in North Carolina and is the only Interstate to completely span the state from west to east.

Traveling from west to east, I-40 connects the three major regions of North Carolina—Western North
Carolina, the Piedmont, and Eastern North Carolina. In the Piedmont region, I-40 connects the Piedmont
Triad and Research Triangle metropolitan regions. Included in these regions are the cities of Raleigh,
Greensboro, Durham, and Winston-Salem which represent the second through fifth largest cities in the state,
respectively. In addition, I-40 connects the cities of Asheville and Hickory in Western North Carolina,
Wilmington in Eastern North Carolina, and many smaller communities along its route. The landscapes
traversed by I-40 include the Blue Ridge Mountains, the foothills of Western North Carolina, suburban
communities, and the urban core of several Piedmont cities, along with Eastern North Carolina farmland.
There are five auxiliary Interstates in the state related to I-40: I-140, I-240, I-440, I-540, and I-840. I-40
formerly had one business loop which primarily ran through Winston-Salem and briefly was extended
through Greensboro.

The freeway bears several names in addition to the I-40 designation. Throughout the state, the freeway is
known as the Blue Star Memorial Highway, a name shared with multiple Interstates across the state. From
the Guilford–Alamance county line to one mile (1.6 km) east of NC 54, in Graham, I-40 and I-85 is known as
the Sam Hunt Freeway. From Orange County to Raleigh, I-40 is known as the Harriet Morehead Berry
Freeway, John Motley Morehead III Freeway, Dan K. Moore Freeway, and Tom Bradshaw Freeway. I-40 is
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the James Harrington Freeway from US 70 to I-95. In Duplin County, a section of I-40 is known as the
Henry L. Stevens Jr. Highway. From the Pender–New Hanover county line to the eastern terminus of I-40,
the freeway is known as the Michael Jordan Highway.

I-40 was an original Interstate Highway planned in the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956. In North Carolina,
the original highway was to run from the Tennessee state line to Greensboro where the freeway would end at
I-85. In 1958, the first section of completed Interstate Highway in the state was I-40 along the East–West
Expressway in Winston-Salem. I-40 received two extension approvals; the first in 1969 to I-95 to be routed
in or near Smithfield and the second in 1984 to Wilmington. After 34 years since it first opened, the last
section completed was the Winston-Salem Bypass in 1992. The highest point is at 2,786 feet (849 m), located
at Swannanoa Gap, and the lowest point is at 15 feet (4.6 m), located at the Pender–New Hanover county
line.
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North Carolina Central University (NCCU or NC Central) is a public historically black university in Durham,
North Carolina, United States. Founded by James E. Shepard in affiliation with the Chautauqua movement in
1909, it was supported by private funds from both Northern and Southern philanthropists. It was made part of
the state system in 1923, when it first received state funding and was renamed as Durham State Normal
School. It added graduate classes in arts and sciences and professional schools in law and library science in
the late 1930s and 1940s.

In 1969 the legislature designated this a regional university and renamed it as North Carolina Central
University. It has been part of the University of North Carolina system since 1972 and offers programs at the
baccalaureate, master's, professional, and doctoral levels. The university is a member of the Thurgood
Marshall College Fund.
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North Carolina ( KARR-?-LY-n?) is a state in the Southeastern region of the United States. It is bordered by
Virginia to the north, the Atlantic Ocean to the east, South Carolina to the south, Georgia to the southwest,
and Tennessee to the west. The state is the 28th-largest and 9th-most populous of the United States. Along
with South Carolina, it makes up the Carolinas region of the East Coast. At the 2020 census, the state had a
population of 10,439,388. Raleigh is the state's capital and Charlotte is its most populous and one of the
fastest growing cities in the United States. The Charlotte metropolitan area, with an estimated population of
2,883,370 in 2024, is the most populous metropolitan area in North Carolina, the 21st-most populous in the
United States, and the largest banking center in the nation after New York City. The Research Triangle, with
an estimated population of 2,368,947 in 2023, is the second-most populous combined metropolitan area in
the state, 31st-most populous in the United States, and is home to the largest research park in the United
States, Research Triangle Park.

The earliest evidence of human occupation in North Carolina dates back 10,000 years, found at the Hardaway
Site. North Carolina was inhabited by Carolina Algonquian, Iroquoian, and Siouan speaking tribes of Native
Americans prior to the arrival of Europeans. King Charles II granted eight lord proprietors a colony they
named Carolina after the king and which was established in 1670 with the first permanent settlement at
Charles Town (now Charleston, South Carolina). Because of the difficulty of governing the entire colony
from Charles Town, the colony was eventually divided and North Carolina was established as a royal colony
in 1729 and was one of the Thirteen Colonies. The Halifax Resolves resolution adopted by North Carolina on
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April 12, 1776, was the first formal call for independence from Great Britain among the American Colonies
during the American Revolution.

On November 21, 1789, North Carolina became the 12th state to ratify the United States Constitution. In the
run-up to the American Civil War, North Carolina declared its secession from the Union on May 20, 1861,
becoming the tenth of eleven states to join the Confederate States of America. Following the Civil War, the
state was restored to the Union on July 4, 1868. On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright
successfully piloted the world's first controlled, sustained flight of a powered, heavier-than-air aircraft at
Kitty Hawk in North Carolina's Outer Banks. North Carolina often uses the slogan "First in Flight" on state
license plates to commemorate this achievement, alongside a newer alternative design bearing the slogan
"First in Freedom" in reference to the Mecklenburg Declaration and Halifax Resolves.

North Carolina is defined by a wide range of elevations and landscapes. From west to east, North Carolina's
elevation descends from the Appalachian Mountains to the Piedmont and Atlantic coastal plain. North
Carolina's Mount Mitchell at 6,684 ft (2,037 m) is the highest point in North America east of the Black Hills
South Dakota. Most of the state falls in the humid subtropical climate zone; however, the western,
mountainous part of the state has a subtropical highland climate.
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James Baxter Hunt Jr. (born May 16, 1937) is an American politician and retired attorney who was the 69th
and 71st governor of North Carolina (1977–1985, and 1993–2001). He is the longest-serving governor in the
state's history.

Hunt is tied with former Ohio governor Jim Rhodes for the sixth-longest gubernatorial tenure in post-
Constitutional U.S. history at 5,838 days. He is also the father of current North Carolina Lieutenant Governor
Rachel Hunt.

Many credit Hunt and his leadership example being a major reason why, in contrast to many ex-Confederate
and border states, North Carolina's Democratic Party has managed to stay relevant in state politics from
Ronald Reagan's presidency through 2024.
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Kannapolis () is a city in Cabarrus and Rowan counties in North Carolina, northwest of Concord and
northeast of Charlotte, and is a suburb in the Charlotte metropolitan area. The city of Kannapolis was
incorporated in 1984. The population was 53,114 at the 2020 census, which makes Kannapolis the 19th-most
populous city in North Carolina. It is the home of the Kannapolis Cannon Ballers, the Low-A baseball
affiliate of the Chicago White Sox, and it is the hometown of the Earnhardt racing family. It is also the
headquarters for the Haas F1 racing team. The center of the city is home to the North Carolina Research
Campus, a public-private venture that focuses on food, nutrition, and biotech research.
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On March 28, 1984, a deadly and destructive tornado outbreak impacted the Southeastern United States,
lasting about seven hours. Striking mainly the Carolinas, it was the most damaging to hit the two states since
the Enigma outbreak, which struck a century and a month earlier. Individual storms traveled at up to 65 mph
(105 km/h), producing many large and strong tornadoes, several of them 3?4 to 1 mi (1.2 to 1.6 km) wide; a
long-lived supercell tracked more than 250 mi (400 km) across both states, generating a dozen intense
tornadoes. Prior to the outbreak, the National Severe Storms Forecast Center, now the Storm Prediction
Center, issued a high risk for parts of eastern North Carolina—the first such severe weather prognosis for the
Carolinas before April 16, 2011. Several tornadoes were long-tracked and paralleled an intense low-pressure
area, prompting comparisons to the 1925 Tri-State tornado. One of the tornadoes reportedly reached a width
of 2+1?2 mi (4.0 km) as well.
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