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Comparative analysis may refer to:

Comparative contextual analysis, a technique used in criminology

Comparative bullet-lead analysis, a technique used in forensics

Qualitative comparative analysis, a data analysis technique used in social science

Qualitative comparative analysis

In statistics, qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) is a data analysis based on set theory to examine the
relationship of conditions to outcome. QCA

In statistics, qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) is a data analysis based on set theory to examine the
relationship of conditions to outcome. QCA describes the relationship in terms of necessary conditions and
sufficient conditions. The technique was originally developed by Charles Ragin in 1987 to study data sets
that are too small for linear regression analysis but large enough for cross-case analysis.
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the emphasis is on identifying both relevant - Comparative historical research is a method of social science
that examines historical events in order to create explanations that are valid beyond a particular time and
place, either by direct comparison to other historical events, theory building, or reference to the present day.
Generally, it involves comparisons of social processes across times and places. It overlaps with historical
sociology. While the disciplines of history and sociology have always been connected, they have connected
in different ways at different times. This form of research may use any of several theoretical orientations. It is
distinguished by the types of questions it asks, not the theoretical framework it employs.
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Comparative politics is a field in political science characterized either by the use of the comparative method
or other empirical methods to explore politics both within and between countries. Substantively, this can
include questions relating to political institutions, political behavior, conflict, and the causes and
consequences of economic development. When applied to specific fields of study, comparative politics may
be referred to by other names, such as comparative government (the comparative study of forms of
government).
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Comparative contextual analysis is a methodology for comparative research where contextual interrogation
precedes any analysis of similarity and difference. It is a thematic process directed and designed to explore
relationships of agency rather than institutional or structural frameworks. See structure and agency and
theory of structuration.
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Financial analysis (also known as financial statement analysis, accounting analysis, or analysis of finance)
refers to an assessment of the viability, stability, and profitability of a business, sub-business, project or
investment.

It is performed by professionals who prepare reports using ratios and other techniques, that make use of
information taken from financial statements and other reports. These reports are usually presented to top
management as one of their bases in making business decisions.

Financial analysis may determine if a business will:

Continue or discontinue its main operation or part of its business;

Make or purchase certain materials in the manufacture of its product;

Acquire or rent/lease certain machineries and equipment in the production of its goods;

Issue shares or negotiate for a bank loan to increase its working capital;

Make decisions regarding investing or lending capital;

Make other decisions that allow management to make an informed selection on various alternatives in the
conduct of its business.
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Demography (from Ancient Greek ????? (dêmos) 'people, society' and -?????? (-graphía) 'writing, drawing,
description') is the statistical study of human populations: their size, composition (e.g., ethnic group, age),
and how they change through the interplay of fertility (births), mortality (deaths), and migration.

Demographic analysis examines and measures the dimensions and dynamics of populations; it can cover
whole societies or groups defined by criteria such as education, nationality, religion, and ethnicity.
Educational institutions usually treat demography as a field of sociology, though there are a number of
independent demography departments. These methods have primarily been developed to study human
populations, but are extended to a variety of areas where researchers want to know how populations of social
actors can change across time through processes of birth, death, and migration. In the context of human
biological populations, demographic analysis uses administrative records to develop an independent estimate
of the population. Demographic analysis estimates are often considered a reliable standard for judging the
accuracy of the census information gathered at any time. In the labor force, demographic analysis is used to
estimate sizes and flows of populations of workers; in population ecology the focus is on the birth, death,
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migration and immigration of individuals in a population of living organisms, alternatively, in social human
sciences could involve movement of firms and institutional forms. Demographic analysis is used in a wide
variety of contexts. For example, it is often used in business plans, to describe the population connected to
the geographic location of the business. Demographic analysis is usually abbreviated as DA. For the 2010
U.S. Census, The U.S. Census Bureau has expanded its DA categories. Also as part of the 2010 U.S. Census,
DA now also includes comparative analysis between independent housing estimates, and census address lists
at different key time points.

Patient demographics form the core of the data for any medical institution, such as patient and emergency
contact information and patient medical record data. They allow for the identification of a patient and their
categorization into categories for the purpose of statistical analysis. Patient demographics include: date of
birth, gender, date of death, postal code, ethnicity, blood type, emergency contact information, family doctor,
insurance provider data, allergies, major diagnoses and major medical history.

Formal demography limits its object of study to the measurement of population processes, while the broader
field of social demography or population studies also analyses the relationships between economic, social,
institutional, cultural, and biological processes influencing a population.
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Comparative linguistics is a branch of historical linguistics that is concerned with comparing languages to
establish their historical relatedness.

Genetic relatedness implies a common origin or proto-language and comparative linguistics aims to construct
language families, to reconstruct proto-languages and specify the changes that have resulted in the
documented languages. To maintain a clear distinction between attested and reconstructed forms,
comparative linguists prefix an asterisk to any form that is not found in surviving texts. A number of methods
for carrying out language classification have been developed, ranging from simple inspection to
computerised hypothesis testing. Such methods have gone through a long process of development.
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Forensic glass analysis is the application and analysis of glass to determine details about a crime. Glass
evidence comes in many forms in various types of criminal cases. Glass can be analyzed to understand its
origin using comparative analysis which may include measurements relating to physical match, refractive
index, density and elemental analysis. It is also possible to analyze glass fractures to better understand the
angle, direction and sequence of force as well as the projectile used.
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In economics, comparative statics is the comparison of two different economic outcomes, before and after a
change in some underlying exogenous parameter.

As a type of static analysis it compares two different equilibrium states, after the process of adjustment (if
any). It does not study the motion towards equilibrium, nor the process of the change itself.
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Comparative statics is commonly used to study changes in supply and demand when analyzing a single
market, and to study changes in monetary or fiscal policy when analyzing the whole economy. Comparative
statics is a tool of analysis in microeconomics (including general equilibrium analysis) and macroeconomics.
Comparative statics was formalized by John R. Hicks (1939) and Paul A. Samuelson (1947) (Kehoe, 1987, p.
517) but was presented graphically from at least the 1870s.

For models of stable equilibrium rates of change, such as the neoclassical growth model, comparative
dynamics is the counterpart of comparative statics (Eatwell, 1987).
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