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A capital city, or just capital, is the municipality holding primary status in a country, state, province,
department, or other subnational division,

A capital city, or just capital, is the municipality holding primary status in a country, state, province,
department, or other subnational division, usually as its seat of the government. A capital is typically a city
that physically encompasses the government's offices and meeting places; the status as capital is often
designated by its law or constitution. In some jurisdictions, including several countries, different branches of
government are in different settlements, sometimes meaning multiple official capitals. In some cases, a
distinction is made between the official (constitutional) capital and the seat of government, which is in
another place.

English-language media often use the name of the capital metonymically to refer to the government sitting
there. Thus, "London-Washington relations" is widely understood to mean diplomatic relations between
Great Britain and the United States.
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Capital punishment, also known as the death penalty and formerly called judicial homicide, is the state-
sanctioned killing of a person as punishment for actual or supposed misconduct. The sentence ordering that
an offender be punished in such a manner is called a death sentence, and the act of carrying out the sentence
is an execution. A prisoner who has been sentenced to death and awaits execution is condemned and is
commonly referred to as being "on death row". Etymologically, the term capital (lit. 'of the head', derived via
the Latin capitalis from caput, "head") refers to execution by beheading, but executions are carried out by
many methods.

Crimes that are punishable by death are known as capital crimes, capital offences, or capital felonies, and
vary depending on the jurisdiction, but commonly include serious crimes against a person, such as murder,
assassination, mass murder, child murder, aggravated rape, terrorism, aircraft hijacking, war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide, along with crimes against the state such as attempting to overthrow
government, treason, espionage, sedition, and piracy. Also, in some cases, acts of recidivism, aggravated
robbery, and kidnapping, in addition to drug trafficking, drug dealing, and drug possession, are capital crimes
or enhancements. However, states have also imposed punitive executions, for an expansive range of conduct,
for political or religious beliefs and practices, for a status beyond one's control, or without employing any
significant due process procedures. Judicial murder is the intentional and premeditated killing of an innocent
person by means of capital punishment. For example, the executions following the show trials in the Soviet
Union during the Great Purge of 1936–1938 were an instrument of political repression.



As of 2021, 56 countries retain capital punishment, 111 countries have taken a position to abolished it de jure
for all crimes, 7 have abolished it for ordinary crimes (while maintaining it for special circumstances such as
war crimes), and 24 are abolitionist in practice. Although the majority of countries have abolished capital
punishment, over half of the world's population live in countries where the death penalty is retained. As of
2023, only 2 out of 38 OECD member countries (the United States and Japan) allow capital punishment.

Capital punishment is controversial, with many people, organisations, religious groups, and states holding
differing views on whether it is ethically permissible. Amnesty International declares that the death penalty
breaches human rights, specifically "the right to life and the right to live free from torture or cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment." These rights are protected under the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, adopted by the United Nations in 1948. In the European Union (EU), the Charter of Fundamental
Rights of the European Union prohibits the use of capital punishment. The Council of Europe, which has 46
member states, has worked to end the death penalty and no execution has taken place in its current member
states since 1997. The United Nations General Assembly has adopted, throughout the years from 2007 to
2020, eight non-binding resolutions calling for a global moratorium on executions, with support for eventual
abolition.
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London is the capital and largest city of both England and the United Kingdom, with a population of
8,945,309 in 2023. Its wider metropolitan area is the largest in Western Europe, with a population of 15.1
million. London stands on the River Thames in southeast England, at the head of a 50-mile (80 km) tidal
estuary down to the North Sea, and has been a major settlement for nearly 2,000 years. Its ancient core and
financial centre, the City of London, was founded by the Romans as Londinium and has retained its medieval
boundaries. The City of Westminster, to the west of the City of London, has been the centuries-long host of
the national government and parliament. London grew rapidly in the 19th century, becoming the world's
largest city at the time. Since the 19th century the name "London" has referred to the metropolis around the
City of London, historically split between the counties of Middlesex, Essex, Surrey, Kent and Hertfordshire,
which since 1965 has largely comprised the administrative area of Greater London, governed by 33 local
authorities and the Greater London Authority.

As one of the world's major global cities, London exerts a strong influence on world art, entertainment,
fashion, commerce, finance, education, healthcare, media, science, technology, tourism, transport and
communications. London is Europe’s most economically powerful city, and is one of the world's major
financial centres. London hosts Europe's largest concentration of higher education institutions, comprising
over 50 universities and colleges and enrolling more than 500,000 students as at 2023. It is home to several
of the world's leading academic institutions: Imperial College London, internationally recognised for its
excellence in natural and applied sciences, and University College London (UCL), a comprehensive
research-intensive university, consistently rank among the top ten globally. Other notable institutions include
King's College London (KCL), highly regarded in law, humanities, and health sciences; the London School
of Economics (LSE), globally prominent in social sciences and economics; and specialised institutions such
as the Royal College of Art (RCA), Royal Academy of Music (RAM), the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art
(RADA), the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) and London Business School (LBS). It is the
most-visited city in Europe and has the world's busiest city airport system. The London Underground is the
world's oldest rapid transit system.

London's diverse cultures encompass over 300 languages. The 2023 population of Greater London of just
under 9 million made it Europe's third-most populous city, accounting for 13.1 per cent of the United
Kingdom's population and 15.5 per cent of England's population. The Greater London Built-up Area is the
fourth-most populous in Europe, with about 9.8 million inhabitants as of 2011. The London metropolitan
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area is the third-most-populous in Europe, with about 15 million inhabitants as of 2025, making London a
megacity.

Four World Heritage Sites are located in London: Kew Gardens; the Tower of London; the site featuring the
Palace of Westminster, the Church of St Margaret, and Westminster Abbey; and the historic settlement in
Greenwich where the Royal Observatory defines the prime meridian (0° longitude) and Greenwich Mean
Time. Other landmarks include Buckingham Palace, the London Eye, Piccadilly Circus, St Paul's Cathedral,
Tower Bridge and Trafalgar Square. The city has the most museums, art galleries, libraries and cultural
venues in the UK, including the British Museum, the National Gallery, the Natural History Museum, Tate
Modern, the British Library and numerous West End theatres. Important sporting events held in London
include the FA Cup Final, the Wimbledon Tennis Championships and the London Marathon. It became the
first city to host three Summer Olympic Games upon hosting the 2012 Summer Olympics.
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Bain Capital, LP is an American private investment firm based in Boston, Massachusetts, with around $185
billion of assets under management. It specializes in private equity, venture capital, credit, public equity,
impact investing, life sciences, crypto, tech opportunities, partnership opportunities, special situations, and
real estate. Bain Capital invests across a range of industry sectors and geographic regions. The firm was
founded in 1984 by partners from the consulting firm Bain & Company. The company is headquartered at
200 Clarendon Street in Boston with 24 offices in North America, Europe, Asia, and Australia.

Since its establishment, Bain Capital has invested in or acquired hundreds of companies, including AMC
Theatres, Artisan Entertainment, Aspen Education Group, Apex Tool Group, Brookstone, Burger King,
Burlington Coat Factory, Canada Goose, DIC Entertainment, Domino's Pizza, DoubleClick, Dunkin' Donuts,
D&M Holdings, Guitar Center, Hospital Corporation of America (HCA), iHeartMedia, ITP Aero, KB Toys,
Sealy, Sports Authority, Staples, Toys "R" Us, Virgin Australia, Virgin Voyages, Warner Music Group,
Fingerhut, Athenahealth, The Weather Channel, Varsity Brands and Apple Leisure Group, which includes
AMResorts and Apple Vacations. The company and its actions during its first 15 years became the subject of
political and media scrutiny as a result of co-founder Mitt Romney's later political career, especially his 2012
presidential campaign.

In June 2023, Bain Capital was ranked 13th in Private Equity International's PEI 300 ranking of the largest
private equity firms in the world.
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The seven deadly sins (also known as the capital vices or cardinal sins) function as a grouping of major vices
within the teachings of Christianity. In the standard list, the seven deadly sins according to the Catholic
Church are pride, greed, wrath, envy, lust, gluttony, and sloth.

In Catholicism, the classification of deadly sins into a group of seven originated with Tertullian and
continued with Evagrius Ponticus. The concepts were partly based on Greco-Roman and Biblical antecedents
. Later, the concept of seven deadly sins evolved further, as shown by historical context based on the Latin
language of the Roman Catholic Church, though with significant influence from the Greek language and
associated religious traditions. Knowledge of this concept is evident in various treatises; in paintings and
sculpture (for example, architectural decorations on churches in some Catholic parishes); and in some older
textbooks. Further knowledge has been derived from patterns of confession.
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During later centuries and in modern times, the idea of sins (especially seven in number) has influenced or
inspired various streams of religious and philosophical thought, fine art painting, and modern popular media
such as literature, film, and television.
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Venture capital (VC) is a form of private equity financing provided by firms or funds to startup, early-stage,
and emerging companies, that have been

Venture capital (VC) is a form of private equity financing provided by firms or funds to startup, early-stage,
and emerging companies, that have been deemed to have high growth potential or that have demonstrated
high growth in terms of number of employees, annual revenue, scale of operations, etc. Venture capital firms
or funds invest in these early-stage companies in exchange for equity, or an ownership stake. Venture
capitalists take on the risk of financing start-ups in the hopes that some of the companies they support will
become successful. Because startups face high uncertainty, VC investments have high rates of failure. Start-
ups are usually based on an innovative technology or business model and often come from high technology
industries such as information technology (IT) or biotechnology.

Pre-seed and seed rounds are the initial stages of funding for a startup company, typically occurring early in
its development. During a seed round, entrepreneurs seek investment from angel investors, venture capital
firms, or other sources to finance the initial operations and development of their business idea. Seed funding
is often used to validate the concept, build a prototype, or conduct market research. This initial capital
injection is crucial for startups to kickstart their journey and attract further investment in subsequent funding
rounds.

Typical venture capital investments occur after an initial "seed funding" round. The first round of
institutional venture capital to fund growth is called the Series A round. Venture capitalists provide this
financing in the interest of generating a return through an eventual "exit" event, such as the company selling
shares to the public for the first time in an initial public offering (IPO), or disposal of shares happening via a
merger, via a sale to another entity such as a financial buyer in the private equity secondary market or via a
sale to a trading company such as a competitor.

In addition to angel investing, equity crowdfunding and other seed funding options, venture capital is
attractive for new companies with limited operating history that are too small to raise capital in the public
markets and have not reached the point where they are able to secure a bank loan or complete a debt offering.
In exchange for the high risk that venture capitalists assume by investing in smaller and early-stage
companies, venture capitalists usually get significant control over company decisions, in addition to a
significant portion of the companies' ownership (and consequently value). Companies who have reached a
market valuation of over $1 billion are referred to as Unicorns. As of May 2024 there were a reported total of
1248 Unicorn companies. Venture capitalists also often provide strategic advice to the company's executives
on its business model and marketing strategies.

Venture capital is also a way in which the private and public sectors can construct an institution that
systematically creates business networks for the new firms and industries so that they can progress and
develop. This institution helps identify promising new firms and provide them with finance, technical
expertise, mentoring, talent acquisition, strategic partnership, marketing "know-how", and business models.
Once integrated into the business network, these firms are more likely to succeed, as they become "nodes" in
the search networks for designing and building products in their domain. However, venture capitalists'
decisions are often biased, exhibiting for instance overconfidence and illusion of control, much like
entrepreneurial decisions in general.

Social Capital (venture capital)
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Social Capital, formerly known as Social+Capital Partnership, is a venture capital firm based in Palo Alto,
California. The firm specializes in technology

Social Capital, formerly known as Social+Capital Partnership, is a venture capital firm based in Palo Alto,
California. The firm specializes in technology startups, providing seed funding, venture capital, and private
equity.

The firm has "stood out strategically", according to Fortune, "with a focus on ... healthcare, financial services
and education ... when those fields were ... neglected by the VC community."
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Capital surplus, also called share premium, is an account which may appear on a corporation's balance sheet,
as a component of shareholders' equity, which represents the amount the corporation raises on the issue of
shares in excess of their par value (nominal value) of the shares (common stock).

This is called Additional paid in capital in US GAAP terminology but, additional paid in capital is not limited
to share premium. It is a very broad concept and includes tax related and conversion related adjustments.

Taken together, common stock (and sometimes preferred stock) issued and paid (plus capital surplus)
represent the total amount actually paid by investors for shares when issued (assuming no subsequent
adjustments or changes).

Shares for which there is no par value will generally not have any form of capital surplus on the balance
sheet; all funds from issuing shares will be credited to common stock issued.

Some other scenarios for triggering a capital surplus include when the Government donates a piece of land to
the company.

The capital surplus/share premium account (SPA) is generally not distributable, but may be used to:

write off the expenses/commission relating to the issue of those shares, or

make a bonus share issue of fully paid-up shares.

Within the framework of capital increase by share premium a larger proportion of capital increase is placed
into a capital reserve while the subscribed capital is increased by a minimum amount. This is because the
initial losses are covered by the capital reserve. If capital increase was carried out fully or to a significant
degree through the increase of subscribed capital, equity could easily fall to below the subscribed capital due
to the losses.

It may also be used to account for any gains the firm may derive from selling treasury stock, although this is
less commonly seen.

Capital surplus is also a term used by economists to denote capital inflows in excess of capital outflows on a
country's balance of payments.

Capital asset

A capital asset is defined as property of any kind held by an assessee. It need not be connected to the
assesse’s business or profession. The term encompasses
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A capital asset is defined as property of any kind held by an assessee. It need not be connected to the
assesse’s business or profession. The term encompasses all kinds of property, movable or immovable,
tangible or intangible, fixed or circulating. Land and building, plant and machinery, motorcar, furniture,
jewellery, route permits, goodwill, tenancy rights, patents, trademarks, shares, debentures, mutual funds,
zero-coupon bonds are some examples of what is considered capital assets.
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