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Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama (née Robinson; born January 17, 1964) is an American attorney and
author who served as the first lady of the United States from 2009 to 2017, being married to Barack Obama,
the 44th president of the United States.

Raised on the South Side of Chicago, Obama is a graduate of Princeton University and Harvard Law School.
In her early legal career, she worked at the law firm Sidley Austin where she met her future husband. She
subsequently worked in nonprofits and as the associate dean of student services at the University of Chicago.
Later, she served as vice president for community and external affairs of the University of Chicago Medical
Center. Michelle married Barack in 1992, and they have two daughters.

Obama campaigned for her husband's 2008 and 2012 presidential campaigns. She was the first African-
American woman to serve as first lady. As first lady, Obama worked as an advocate for poverty awareness,
education, nutrition, physical activity, and healthy eating. She has written four books, including her New
York Times best-selling memoir Becoming (2018) and The Light We Carry (2022).
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The family of Barack Obama, the 44th president of the United States, is a prominent American family active
in law, education, activism and politics. Obama's immediate family circle was the first family of the United
States from 2009 to 2017 during Obama's presidency, and are the first such family of African-American
descent. His immediate family includes his wife Michelle Obama and daughters Malia and Sasha. Obama's
wider ancestry is made up of people of Kenyan (Luo), African-American, and Old Stock American
(including originally English, Scots-Irish, Welsh, German, and Swiss) ancestry.
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The official White House portraits of President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama were painted
in 2021 and unveiled in 2022. Barack's portrait was painted by Robert McCurdy and Michelle's by Sharon
Sprung.
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First Lady Michelle Obama, initially titled Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama, is a portrait of former First
Lady of the United States Michelle Obama, painted by the artist Amy Sherald. Unveiled in 2018, it hangs in
the National Portrait Gallery (NPG) in Washington, D.C. The six-by-five-foot (1.8 by 1.5 m) oil-on-linen
painting shows Obama, rendered in Sherald's signature grisaille, resting her chin lightly on her hand, as a



geometric print dress flows outward filling the frame against a sky-blue background.

Praised by critics and immensely popular with museum visitors, the National Portrait Gallery's attendance
doubled in the two years after the unveiling of Sherald's portrait along with Kehinde Wiley's portrait of
President Barack Obama. Museum director Kim Sajet credits Sherald and Wiley with reinvigorating the
genre of portrait painting. Sherald and Wiley were also the first African American artists to receive
commissions for National Portrait Gallery presidential portraits.
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Isabel Toledo (born Maria Isabel Izquierdo; April 9, 1960 – August 26, 2019) was a Cuban-American fashion
designer based in New York City. She was widely recognized in the fashion industry for her attention to
craftsmanship and the "sophisticated simplicity" of her garments.
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Desiree Gruber (born June 25, 1967) is an American television producer and entrepreneur. She was the
executive producer of the fashion reality television competition Project Runway and the co-creator of
Theodora and Callum, "an accessories-based line inspired by world travel." She is also the founder and CEO
of a production company, Full Picture.
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Higher Ground Productions, also known simply as Higher Ground, is an American production company
which was founded in 2018 by former United States President Barack Obama and former First Lady Michelle
Obama.
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Marian Lois Robinson (née Shields; July 30, 1937 – May 31, 2024) was the mother of Michelle Obama,
former first lady of the United States, and Craig Robinson, a basketball executive. She was the mother-in-law
of Barack Obama, the 44th president of the United States. She worked as a secretary and executive assistant
before and after raising her children with her husband, Fraser Robinson, in Chicago. In retirement, she moved
to the White House during her son-in-law's presidency, where she helped raise her grandchildren.
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Becoming is the memoir by former First Lady of the United States Michelle Obama, published on November
13, 2018. Described by the author as a deeply personal experience, the book talks about her roots and how
she found her voice, as well as her time in the White House, her public health campaign, and her role as a
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mother. The book is published by Crown and was released in 24 languages. One million copies were donated
to First Book, an American nonprofit organization which provides books to children.

It was the highest-selling book published in the United States in 2018, setting the record 15 days after its
publication, with over two million copies sold.
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Amy Sherald (born August 30, 1973) is an American painter. She works mostly as a portraitist depicting
African Americans in everyday settings. Her style is simplified realism, involving staged photographs of her
subjects. Since 2012, her work has used grisaille to portray skin tones, a choice she describes as intended to
challenge conventions about skin color and race.

In 2016, Sherald became the first woman as well as the first African American ever to win the National
Portrait Gallery's Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition with her painting, Miss Everything (Unsuppressed
Deliverance). The next year, she and Kehinde Wiley were selected by former President Barack Obama
(Wiley) and former First Lady Michelle Obama (Sherald) to paint their official portraits, becoming the first
African Americans ever to receive presidential portrait commissions from the National Portrait Gallery. The
portraits were unveiled together in 2018 and have significantly increased attendance at the National Portrait
Gallery in Washington, D.C.

In December 2020, her piece The Bathers (2015) was sold at auction for $4,265,000, nearly 30 times the
presale estimate. On November 17, 2021, Welfare Queen (2012), sold for $3.9M in a Phillips New York
auction and brought to light the need for more governance around resale royalties for artists.
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