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reject several hypotheses before solving the problem. According to Schick and Vaughn, researchers weighing
up alternative hypotheses may take into consideration:

A hypothesis (pl.: hypotheses) is a proposed explanation for a phenomenon. A scientific hypothesis must be
based on observations and make a testable and reproducible prediction about reality, in a process beginning
with an educated guess or thought.

If a hypothesis is repeatedly independently demonstrated by experiment to be true, it becomes a scientific
theory. In colloquial usage, the words "hypothesis" and "theory" are often used interchangeably, but this is
incorrect in the context of science.

A working hypothesis is a provisionally-accepted hypothesis used for the purpose of pursuing further
progress in research. Working hypotheses are frequently discarded, and often proposed with knowledge (and
warning) that they are incomplete and thus false, with the intent of moving research in at least somewhat the
right direction, especially when scientists are stuck on an issue and brainstorming ideas.

In formal logic, a hypothesis is the antecedent in a proposition. For example, in the proposition "If P, then
Q", statement P denotes the hypothesis (or antecedent) of the consequent Q. Hypothesis P is the assumption
in a (possibly counterfactual) "what if" question. The adjective "hypothetical" (having the nature of a
hypothesis or being assumed to exist as an immediate consequence of a hypothesis), can refer to any of the
above meanings of the term "hypothesis".

Testing hypotheses suggested by the data

In statistics, hypotheses suggested by a given dataset, when tested with the same dataset that suggested them,
are likely to be accepted even when they

In statistics, hypotheses suggested by a given dataset, when tested with the same dataset that suggested them,
are likely to be accepted even when they are not true. This is because circular reasoning (double dipping)
would be involved: something seems true in the limited data set; therefore we hypothesize that it is true in
general; therefore we wrongly test it on the same, limited data set, which seems to confirm that it is true.
Generating hypotheses based on data already observed, in the absence of testing them on new data, is
referred to as post hoc theorizing (from Latin post hoc, "after this").

The correct procedure is to test any hypothesis on a data set that was not used to generate the hypothesis.

Null hypothesis

samples; all have null hypotheses. There are also at least four goals of null hypotheses for significance tests:
Technical null hypotheses are used to verify

The null hypothesis (often denoted H0) is the claim in scientific research that the effect being studied does
not exist. The null hypothesis can also be described as the hypothesis in which no relationship exists between
two sets of data or variables being analyzed. If the null hypothesis is true, any experimentally observed effect
is due to chance alone, hence the term "null". In contrast with the null hypothesis, an alternative hypothesis
(often denoted HA or H1) is developed, which claims that a relationship does exist between two variables.

Alternative hypothesis



Hypotheses are formulated to compare in a statistical hypothesis test. In the domain of inferential statistics,
two rival hypotheses can be compared by

In statistical hypothesis testing, the alternative hypothesis is one of the proposed propositions in the
hypothesis test. In general the goal of hypothesis test is to demonstrate that in the given condition, there is
sufficient evidence supporting the credibility of alternative hypothesis instead of the exclusive proposition in
the test (null hypothesis). It is usually consistent with the research hypothesis because it is constructed from
literature review, previous studies, etc. However, the research hypothesis is sometimes consistent with the
null hypothesis.

In statistics, alternative hypothesis is often denoted as Ha or H1. Hypotheses are formulated to compare in a
statistical hypothesis test.

In the domain of inferential statistics, two rival hypotheses can be compared by explanatory power and
predictive power.

Statistical hypothesis test

simple hypotheses, this is the test&#039;s probability of incorrectly rejecting the null hypothesis. The false
positive rate. For composite hypotheses this is

A statistical hypothesis test is a method of statistical inference used to decide whether the data provide
sufficient evidence to reject a particular hypothesis. A statistical hypothesis test typically involves a
calculation of a test statistic. Then a decision is made, either by comparing the test statistic to a critical value
or equivalently by evaluating a p-value computed from the test statistic. Roughly 100 specialized statistical
tests are in use and noteworthy.

Occam's razor

razor advocates that when presented with competing hypotheses about the same prediction and both
hypotheses have equal explanatory power, one should prefer

In philosophy, Occam's razor (also spelled Ockham's razor or Ocham's razor; Latin: novacula Occami) is the
problem-solving principle that recommends searching for explanations constructed with the smallest possible
set of elements. It is also known as the principle of parsimony or the law of parsimony (Latin: lex
parsimoniae). Attributed to William of Ockham, a 14th-century English philosopher and theologian, it is
frequently cited as Entia non sunt multiplicanda praeter necessitatem, which translates as "Entities must not
be multiplied beyond necessity", although Occam never used these exact words. Popularly, the principle is
sometimes paraphrased as "of two competing theories, the simpler explanation of an entity is to be
preferred."

This philosophical razor advocates that when presented with competing hypotheses about the same prediction
and both hypotheses have equal explanatory power, one should prefer the hypothesis that requires the fewest
assumptions, and that this is not meant to be a way of choosing between hypotheses that make different
predictions. Similarly, in science, Occam's razor is used as an abductive heuristic in the development of
theoretical models rather than as a rigorous arbiter between candidate models.

Data dredging

significant at the 1% significance level, and so on, by chance alone. When enough hypotheses are tested, it is
virtually certain that some will be reported

Data dredging, also known as data snooping or p-hacking is the misuse of data analysis to find patterns in
data that can be presented as statistically significant, thus dramatically increasing and understating the risk of
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false positives. This is done by performing many statistical tests on the data and only reporting those that
come back with significant results. Thus data dredging is also often a misused or misapplied form of data
mining.

The process of data dredging involves testing multiple hypotheses using a single data set by exhaustively
searching—perhaps for combinations of variables that might show a correlation, and perhaps for groups of
cases or observations that show differences in their mean or in their breakdown by some other variable.

Conventional tests of statistical significance are based on the probability that a particular result would arise if
chance alone were at work, and necessarily accept some risk of mistaken conclusions of a certain type
(mistaken rejections of the null hypothesis). This level of risk is called the significance. When large numbers
of tests are performed, some produce false results of this type; hence 5% of randomly chosen hypotheses
might be (erroneously) reported to be statistically significant at the 5% significance level, 1% might be
(erroneously) reported to be statistically significant at the 1% significance level, and so on, by chance alone.
When enough hypotheses are tested, it is virtually certain that some will be reported to be statistically
significant (even though this is misleading), since almost every data set with any degree of randomness is
likely to contain (for example) some spurious correlations. If they are not cautious, researchers using data
mining techniques can be easily misled by these results. The term p-hacking (in reference to p-values) was
coined in a 2014 paper by the three researchers behind the blog Data Colada, which has been focusing on
uncovering such problems in social sciences research.

Data dredging is an example of disregarding the multiple comparisons problem. One form is when subgroups
are compared without alerting the reader to the total number of subgroup comparisons examined. When
misused it is a questionable research practice that can undermine scientific integrity.

Misuse of p-values

likelihood of hypotheses. The p-value does not in itself allow reasoning about the probabilities of hypotheses,
which requires multiple hypotheses or a range

Misuse of p-values is common in scientific research and scientific education. p-values are often used or
interpreted incorrectly; the American Statistical Association states that p-values can indicate how
incompatible the data are with a specified statistical model. From a Neyman–Pearson hypothesis testing
approach to statistical inferences, the data obtained by comparing the p-value to a significance level will
yield one of two results: either the null hypothesis is rejected (which however does not prove that the null
hypothesis is false), or the null hypothesis cannot be rejected at that significance level (which however does
not prove that the null hypothesis is true). From a Fisherian statistical testing approach to statistical
inferences, a low p-value means either that the null hypothesis is true and a highly improbable event has
occurred or that the null hypothesis is false.

Sudden unexplained death in childhood

febrile seizure hypotheses SUDC is rare, with a reported incidence in the United States of 1.2 deaths per
100,000 children, compared to 54 deaths per

Sudden unexplained death in childhood (SUDC) is the death of a child over the age of 12 months which
remains unexplained after a thorough investigation and autopsy. There has not been enough research to
identify risk factors, common characteristics, or prevention strategies for SUDC.

SUDC is similar in concept to sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). Like SIDS, SUDC is a diagnosis of
exclusion, the concrete symptom of both being death. However, SIDS is a diagnosis specifically for infants
under the age of 12 months while SUDC is a diagnosis for children 12 months and older. The causes of SIDS
and SUDC are not definitively known but there are good chances heart arrhythmias and seizures are the main
causes. Although it can happen to any child under the age of 18 (after which the deaths are classified as
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sudden arrhythmic death syndrome), it is most common in those aged between 1–4 years, where, according
to the SUDC foundation, it is the 5th leading cause of death in this age group.

P-value

the hypotheses of interest about its distribution, different null hypothesis tests have been developed. Some
such tests are the z-test for hypotheses concerning

In null-hypothesis significance testing, the p-value is the probability of obtaining test results at least as
extreme as the result actually observed, under the assumption that the null hypothesis is correct. A very small
p-value means that such an extreme observed outcome would be very unlikely under the null hypothesis.
Even though reporting p-values of statistical tests is common practice in academic publications of many
quantitative fields, misinterpretation and misuse of p-values is widespread and has been a major topic in
mathematics and metascience.

In 2016, the American Statistical Association (ASA) made a formal statement that "p-values do not measure
the probability that the studied hypothesis is true, or the probability that the data were produced by random
chance alone" and that "a p-value, or statistical significance, does not measure the size of an effect or the
importance of a result" or "evidence regarding a model or hypothesis". That said, a 2019 task force by ASA
has issued a statement on statistical significance and replicability, concluding with: "p-values and
significance tests, when properly applied and interpreted, increase the rigor of the conclusions drawn from
data".
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