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The Declaration of Independence, formally The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
Americain the original printing, is the founding document of the United States. On July 4, 1776, it was
adopted unanimously by the Second Continental Congress, who were convened at Pennsylvania State House,
later renamed Independence Hall, in the colonial city of Philadelphia. These delegates became known as the
nation's Founding Fathers. The Declaration explains why the Thirteen Colonies regarded themselves as
independent sovereign states no longer subject to British colonial rule, and has become one of the most
circulated, reprinted, and influential documentsin history.

The American Revolutionary War commenced in April 1775 with the Battles of Lexington and Concord.
Amid the growing tensions, the colonies reconvened the Congress on May 10. Their king, George 11,
proclaimed them to be in rebellion on August 23. On June 11, 1776, Congress appointed the Committee of
Five (John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Robert R. Livingston, and Roger Sherman) to draft
and present the Declaration. Adams, aleading proponent of independence, persuaded the committee to
charge Jefferson with writing the document's original draft, which the Congress then edited. Jefferson largely
wrote the Declaration between June 11 and June 28, 1776. The Declaration was aformal explanation of why
the Continental Congress voted to declare American independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain. Two
days prior to the Declaration's adoption, Congress passed the L ee Resolution, which resolved that the British
no longer had governing authority over the Thirteen Colonies. The Declaration justified the independence of
the colonies, citing 27 colonial grievances against the king and asserting certain natural and legal rights,
including aright of revolution.

The Declaration was unanimousdly ratified on July 4 by the Second Continental Congress, whose del egates
represented each of the Thirteen Colonies. In ratifying and signing it, the delegates knew they were
committing an act of high treason against The Crown, which was punishable by torture and death. Congress
then issued the Declaration of Independence in several forms. Two days following its ratification, on July 6,
it was published by The Pennsylvania Evening Post. The first public readings of the Declaration occurred
simultaneously on July 8, 1776, at noon, at three previously designated locations:. in Trenton, New Jersey;
Easton, Pennsylvania; and Philadel phia.

The Declaration was published in several forms. The printed Dunlap broadside was widely distributed
following its signing. It is now preserved at the Library of Congressin Washington, D.C. The signed copy of
the Declaration is now on display at the National Archivesin Washington, D.C., and is generally considered
the official document; this copy, engrossed by Timothy Matlack, was ordered by Congress on July 19, and
signed primarily on August 2, 1776.

The Declaration has proven an influential and globally impactful statement on human rights. The Declaration
was viewed by Abraham Lincoln as the moral standard to which the United States should strive, and he
considered it a statement of principles through which the Constitution should be interpreted. In 1863, Lincoln
made the Declaration the centerpiece of his Gettysburg Address, widely considered among the most famous
speeches in American history. The Declaration's second sentence, "We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness', is considered one of the most significant and
famed linesin world history. Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Joseph Ellis has written that the Declaration
contains "the most potent and consequential words in American history."
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The signing of the United States Declaration of Independence occurred primarily on August 2, 1776, at the
Pennsylvania State House, later renamed |ndependence Hall, in Philadel phia. The 56 delegates to the Second
Continental Congress represented the Thirteen Colonies, 12 of the colonies voted to approve the Declaration
of Independence on July 4, 1776. The New Y ork delegation abstained because they had not yet received
authorization from Albany to vote on the issue of independence. The Declaration proclaimed the Thirteen
Colonies were now "free and independent States’, no longer colonies of the Kingdom of Great Britain and,
thus, no longer a part of the British Empire. The signers' names are grouped by state, with the exception of
John Hancock, as President of the Continental Congress; the states are arranged geographically from south to
north, with Button Gwinnett from Georgia first, and Matthew Thornton from New Hampshire | ast.

The final draft of the Declaration was approved by the Continental Congress on July 4, athough the date of
its signing has long been disputed. Most historians have concluded that it was signed on August 2, 1776,
nearly a month after its adoption, and not on July 4 asis commonly believed.
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The Israeli Declaration of Independence, formally the Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel
(Hebrew: 2?2222 2?2 2722 7222? 77?77?), was proclaimed on 14 May 1948 (5 lyar 5708), at the end of the civil
war phase and beginning of the international phase of the 1948 Palestine war, by David Ben-Gurion, the
Executive Head of the World Zionist Organization and Chairman of the Jewish Agency for Palestine.

It declared the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine (or the Land of Israel in the Jewish tradition), to be
known as the State of Israel, which would come into effect on termination of the British Mandate at midnight
that day. The event is celebrated annually in Isragl as Independence Day, anational holiday on 5 lyar of
every year according to the Hebrew calendar.

Korean Declaration of Independence

the statement adopted by the 33 Korean representatives meeting at Taehwagwan, the restaurant located in
what is now Insa-dong, Jongno District, Seoul on March 1, 1919, four months after the end of World War 1,
which announced that Korea would no longer tolerate Japanese rule.

As reported by the New York Timesin 1919, "Korea has proclaimed its independence. What was formerly
the Hermit Kingdom, in this, the 4,232 year of its existence, declares through a document signed by thirty-
three citizens the liberty of the Korean People”

This was the beginning of the March First Movement, which was violently suppressed by Japanese
authorities, as well as the cornerstone of the establishment of the Korean Provisional Government one month
later. Nearly thirty years later, Korea's true independence came after the surrender of the Empire of Japan at
the end of World War I1I.

Palestinian Declaration of Independence
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The Palestinian Declaration of Independence formally established the State of Palestine, and was written by
Pal estinian poet Mahmoud Darwish and proclaimed by Y asser Arafat on 15 November 1988 (5 Rabi? al-
Thani 1409) in Algiers, Algeria. It had previously been adopted by the Palestinian National Council (PNC),
the legislative body of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), by avote of 253 in favour, 46 against,
and 10 abstaining. It was read at the closing session of the 19th PNC to a standing ovation. Upon completing
the reading of the declaration, Arafat, as chairman of the PLO, assumed the title of President of Palestine. In
April 1989, the PLO Central Council elected Arafat asthe first president of the State of Palestine.
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The Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence is atext published in 1819 with the now disputed claim that it
was the first declaration of independence made in the Thirteen Colonies during the American Revolution. It
was supposedly signed on May 20, 1775, in Charlotte, North Carolina, by a committee of citizens of
Mecklenburg County, who declared independence from Grest Britain after hearing of the battle of Concord.
If true, the Mecklenburg Declaration preceded the United States Declaration of Independence by more than a
year.

Professional historians have maintained that the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence is an inaccurate
rendering of an authentic document known as the Mecklenburg Resolves, an argument first made by Peter
Force. The Resolves, a set of radical resolutions passed on May 31, 1775, fell short of an actual declaration
of independence. Although published in newspapersin 1775, the text of the Mecklenburg Resolves was lost
after the American Revolution and not rediscovered until 1838. Defenders of the Mecklenburg Declaration
have argued that both the Mecklenburg Declaration and the Mecklenburg Resolves are authentic.

North Carolinians, convinced that the Mecklenburg Declaration was genuine, and aso because of the Halifax
Resolves passed by the North Carolina Provincial Congress on April 12, 1776, maintained that they were the
first Americans to declare independence from Great Britain. The official seal and the flag of North Carolina
display the dates of both the declaration and the Halifax vote. A holiday commemorating the Mecklenburg
Declaration, "Meck Dec Day," is celebrated on May 20 in North Carolina, although it is no longer an official
holiday and does not attract the attention that it once did.
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Independence Day, known colloquially as the Fourth of July, isafederal holiday in the United States which
commemorates the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, establishing the United
States of America.

The delegates to the Second Continental Congress declared that the Thirteen Colonies were no longer subject
(and subordinate) to the monarch of Britain, King George |11, and were now united, free, and independent
states. The Congress voted to approve independence by passing the L ee Resolution on July 2 and adopted the
Declaration of Independence two days later, on July 4.

Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics,
concerts, baseball games, family reunions, political speeches, and ceremonies, in addition to various other
public and private events celebrating the history, government, and traditions of the United States.



Independence Day is the national day of the United States.
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The Catalan declaration of independence (Catalan: Declaraci6 d'independéncia de Catalunya) was a
resolution that was passed by the Parliament of Catalonia on 27 October 2017. While the text proclaims the
independence of Cataloniafrom Spain and the establishment of an independent Catalan Republic, the
declaration itself did not receive recognition from the international community and it produced no lega
effect.

The 2017 Catalan independence referendum took place on 1 October, followed by the 2017 Catalan general
strike on 3 October. On 10 October, a document declaring Catal onia to be an independent republic was
signed by the members of Catalonia's pro-independence parliamentary majority. The same document was
voted for on 27 October by a magjority of 70 out of 135 MPsin a plenary session. 10 MPs voted against the
declaration and 53 MPs refused to be present during the vote, after the legal counsels of the Catalan
Parliament advised that it could not take place as the law on which it was based had been suspended by the
Spanish Constitutional Court. On the same day, Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy of Spain invoked Article 155
of the Constitution of Spain for thefirst timein history. This action dismissed Catalan President Carles
Puigdemont and his cabinet, and called for fresh Catalan elections on 21 December 2017. The Deputy Prime
Minister of Spain Soraya Sdenz de Santamaria was assigned to be the acting president of Catalonia until the
December elections.
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The Proclamation of Bangladeshi Independence (Bengali: ??7?7?722272? 2222222222 722777777), refersto the
declaration of independence of Bangladesh on 26 March 1971, at the onset of the Bangladesh Liberation War
by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. On that day, Awami League leader M. A. Hannan, and the
following day Major Ziaur Rahman, broadcast the message on radio on behalf of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
from the Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendraradio station in Kalurghat, Chattogram. On 10 April, the Provisional
Government of Bangladesh issued a proclamation on the basis of the previous declaration and established an
interim constitution for the independence movement.
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The Texas Declaration of Independence was the formal declaration of independence of the Republic of Texas
from Mexico in the Texas Revolution. It was adopted at the Convention of 1836 at Washington-on-the-
Brazos on March 2, 1836, and was formally signed the next day after mistakes were noted in the text.
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