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The Galápagos Islands (Spanish: Islas Galápagos) are an archipelago of volcanic islands in the Eastern
Pacific, located around the equator, 900 km (560 mi) west of the mainland of South America. They form the
Galápagos Province of the Republic of Ecuador, with a population of slightly over 33,000 (2020). The
province is divided into the cantons of San Cristóbal, Santa Cruz, and Isabela, the three most populated
islands in the chain. The Galápagos are famous for their large number of endemic species, which were
studied by Charles Darwin in the 1830s and inspired his theory of evolution by means of natural selection.
All of these islands are protected as part of Ecuador's Galápagos National Park and Marine Reserve.

Thus far, there is no firm evidence that Polynesians or the Indigenous peoples of South America reached the
islands before their accidental discovery by Bishop Tomás de Berlanga in 1535. If some visitors did arrive,
poor access to fresh water on the islands seems to have limited settlement. The Spanish Empire similarly
ignored the islands, although during the Golden Age of Piracy various pirates used the Galápagos as a base
for raiding Spanish shipping along the Peruvian coast. The goats and black and brown rats introduced during
this period greatly damaged the existing ecosystems of several islands. British sailors were chiefly
responsible for exploring and mapping the area. Darwin's voyage on HMS Beagle was part of an extensive
British survey of the coasts of South America. Ecuador, which won its independence from Spain in 1822 and
left Gran Colombia in 1830, formally occupied and claimed the islands on 12 February 1832 while the
voyage was ongoing. José de Villamil, the founder of the Ecuadorian Navy, led the push to colonize and
settle the islands, gradually supplanting the English names of the major islands with Spanish ones. The
United States built the islands' first airport as a base to protect the western approaches of the Panama Canal in
the 1930s. After World War II, its facilities were transferred to Ecuador. With the growing importance of
ecotourism to the local economy, the airport modernized in the 2010s, using recycled materials for any
expansion and shifting entirely to renewable energy sources to handle its roughly 300,000 visitors each year.
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The Galápagos tortoise or Galápagos giant tortoise (Chelonoidis niger) is a very large species of tortoise in
the genus Chelonoidis (which also contains three smaller species from mainland South America). The species
comprises 15 subspecies (12 extant and 3 extinct). It is the largest living species of tortoise, and can weigh up
to 417 kg (919 lb). They are also the largest extant terrestrial cold-blooded animals (ectotherms).

With lifespans in the wild of over 100 years, it is one of the longest-lived vertebrates. Captive Galapagos
tortoises can live up to 177 years. For example, a captive individual, Harriet, lived for at least 175 years.
Spanish explorers, who discovered the islands in the 16th century, named them after the Spanish galápago,
meaning "tortoise".

Galápagos tortoises are native to seven of the Galápagos Islands. Shell size and shape vary between
subspecies and populations. On islands with humid highlands and abundant low vegetation, the tortoises are
larger, with domed shells and short necks; on islands with dry lowlands and less ground-level vegetation, the
tortoises are smaller, with "saddleback" shells and long necks. Charles Darwin's observations of these
differences on the second voyage of the Beagle in 1835, contributed to the development of his theory of



evolution.

Tortoise numbers declined from over 250,000 in the 16th century to a low of around 15,000 in the 1970s.
This decline was caused by overexploitation of the subspecies for meat and oil, habitat clearance for
agriculture, and introduction of non-native animals to the islands, such as rats, goats, and pigs. The extinction
of most giant tortoise lineages is thought to have also been caused by predation by humans or human
ancestors, as the tortoises themselves have no natural predators. Tortoise populations on at least three islands
have become extinct in historical times due to human activities. Specimens of these extinct taxa exist in
several museums and also are being subjected to DNA analysis. 12 subspecies of the original 14–15 survive
in the wild; a 13th subspecies (C. n. abingdonii) had only a single known living individual, kept in captivity
and nicknamed Lonesome George until his death in June 2012. Two other subspecies, C. n. niger (the type
subspecies of Galápagos tortoise) from Floreana Island and an undescribed subspecies from Santa Fe Island
are known to have gone extinct in the mid-late 19th century. Conservation efforts, beginning in the 20th
century, have resulted in thousands of captive-bred juveniles being released onto their ancestral home islands,
and the total number of the subspecies is estimated to have exceeded 19,000 at the start of the 21st century.
Despite this rebound, all surviving subspecies are classified as Threatened by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature.

The Galápagos tortoises are one of two insular radiations of giant tortoises that still survive to the modern
day; the other is Aldabrachelys gigantea of Aldabra and the Seychelles in the Indian Ocean, 700 km (430 mi)
east of Tanzania. While giant tortoise radiations were common in prehistoric times, humans have wiped out
the majority of them worldwide; the only other radiation of tortoises to survive to historic times, Cylindraspis
of the Mascarenes, was driven to extinction by the 19th century, and other giant tortoise radiations such as a
Centrochelys radiation on the Canary Islands and another Chelonoidis radiation in the Caribbean were driven
to extinction prior to that.
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The Galapagos Affair: Satan Came to Eden is a 2013 feature-length documentary directed by Daniel Geller
and Dayna Goldfine. It is about a series of unsolved disappearances on the Galapagos island of Floreana in
the 1930s among the largely European expatriate residents at the time. The voice cast includes Cate
Blanchett, Sebastian Koch, Thomas Kretschmann, Diane Kruger, Connie Nielsen, Josh Radnor and Gustaf
Skarsgård.

It features the 1934 silent film The Empress of Floreana in its entirety, but the four-minute short is split into
halves.
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The Galápagos Islands are an island archipelago in the Pacific Ocean, part of Ecuador.

Galápagos can also refer to:

Galápagos Province, the province in Ecuador containing the islands

Galápagos National Park, the national park established by the government of Ecuador to protect the Islands

Galapagos (film), a 1955 travel and nature documentary film
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Galápagos (novel), a 1985 novel by American author Kurt Vonnegut

Galápagos (2006 TV series), a British nature documentary miniseries

Galapagos (2017 TV series), a British nature documentary miniseries

Galápagos, Guadalajara, municipality of the province of Guadalajara, Spain
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Galapagos (video game), a 1997 computer game by Electronic Arts

Galápagos syndrome, the phenomenon of a product or a society evolving in isolation from globalization

Galapagos NV, a Belgian pharmaceutical company.

Galápagos Microplate

Avianca Ecuador's callsign.
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Floreana Island (Spanish: Isla Floreana) is a southern island in Ecuador's Galápagos Archipelago. The island
has an area of 173 km2 (67 sq mi). It was formed by volcanic eruption. The island's highest point is Cerro
Pajas at 640 m (2,100 ft), which is also the highest point of the volcano like most of the smaller islands of
Galápagos. The island has a population of about 100.
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The Galápagos penguin (Spheniscus mendiculus) is a penguin endemic to the Galápagos Islands of Ecuador.
It is the only penguin found north of the equator. Most inhabit Fernandina Island and the west coast of
Isabela Island. The cool waters of the Humboldt and Cromwell Currents allow it to survive despite the
tropical latitude. The Galápagos penguin is one of the banded penguins, the other species of which live
mostly on the coasts of Africa and mainland South America. Due to their warm environment, Galápagos
penguins have developed techniques to stay cool. The feathers on their back, flippers, and head are black, and
they have a white belly and a stripe looping from their eyes down to their neck and chin. Each penguin keeps
only one mate, and breeds year-round. Because there are no soft areas to nest, their nests are typically in
caves and crevices which also provide protection against predators and the harsh environment. The
Galápagos penguin has a lifespan of 20 years, but due to predation, life expectancy in the wild could be
significantly reduced. They have been critically impacted to the point of endangerment by climate change
and pollution caused by plastic waste due to tourism and urbanization.
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Galápagos (Spanish pronunciation: [?a?lapa?os]) is a province of Ecuador in the country's Insular region,
located approximately 1,000 km (620 mi) off the western coast of the mainland. The capital is Puerto
Baquerizo Moreno.

The province administers the Galápagos Islands, a group of tiny volcanic islands that sit on the equator,
famous for their unique biodiversity popularized by naturalist Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution.
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Darwin's finches (also known as the Galápagos finches) are a group of about 18 species of passerine birds.
They are well known for being a classic example of adaptive radiation and for their remarkable diversity in
beak form and function. They are often classified as the subfamily Geospizinae or tribe Geospizini. They
belong to the tanager family and are not closely related to the true finches. The closest known relative of the
Galápagos finches is the South American dull-coloured grassquit (Asemospiza obscura). They were first
collected when the second voyage of the Beagle visited the Galápagos Islands, with Charles Darwin on board
as a gentleman naturalist. Apart from the Cocos finch, which is from Cocos Island, the others are found only
on the Galápagos Islands.

The term "Darwin's finches" was first applied by Percy Lowe in 1936, and popularised in 1947 by David
Lack in his book Darwin's Finches. Lack based his analysis on the large collection of museum specimens
collected by the 1905–06 Galápagos expedition of the California Academy of Sciences, to whom Lack
dedicated his 1947 book. The birds vary in size from 10 to 20 cm (4 to 8 in) and weigh between 8 and 38
grams (0.3 and 1.3 oz). The smallest are the warbler-finches and the largest is the vegetarian finch. The most
important differences between species are in the size and shape of their beaks, which are highly adapted to
different food sources. Food availability was different among the islands of the Galapagos and could also
change dramatically due to natural events such as droughts. The birds are all dull-coloured. They are thought
to have evolved from a single finch species that came to the islands more than a million years ago.
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The Galápagos damsel (Azurina eupalama), also known as the blackspot chromis, is a possibly extinct fish
species from the family Pomacentridae. It is endemic to the waters near the Galápagos Islands and Cocos
Island.
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Galápagos (1985) is the eleventh novel published by American author Kurt Vonnegut. Set in the Galápagos
Islands after a global financial disaster, the novel questions the merit of the human brain from an
evolutionary perspective. The title is both a reference to the islands on which part of the story plays out, and a
tribute to Charles Darwin, on whose theory Vonnegut relies to reach his own conclusions. It was published
by Delacorte Press.
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