Pushes And Pulls: Why Do People Migrate

Human migration
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Human migration is the movement of people from one place to another, with intentions of settling,
permanently or temporarily, at a new location (geographic region). The movement often occurs over long
distances and from one country to another (external migration), but internal migration (within asingle
country) is the dominant form of human migration globally.

Migration is often associated with better human capital at both individual and household level, and with
better access to migration networks, facilitating a possible second move. It has a high potential to improve
human development, and some studies confirm that migration is the most direct route out of poverty. Ageis
also important for both work and non-work migration. People may migrate as individuals, in family units or
in large groups. There are four major forms of migration: invasion, conquest, colonization and
emigration/immigration.

People moving from their home due to forced displacement (such as anatural disaster or civil disturbance)
may be described as displaced persons or, if remaining in the home country, internally-displaced persons.
People who flee to a different country due to political, religious, or other types of persecution in their home
country can formally request shelter in the host country. These people are commonly referred to as asylum
seekers. If the application is approved, their legal classification changesto that of refugees.
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The phenomenon of large-scale migration of Christians is the main reason why Christians' share of the
popul ation has been declining in many countries. Many Muslim countries have witnessed disproportionately
high emigration rates among their Christian minorities for several generations. Today, most Middle Eastern
peoplein the United States are Christians, and the majority of Arabs living outside the Arab World are Arab
Christians.

Push factors motivating Christians to emigrate include religious discrimination, persecution, and cleansing.
Pull factors include prospects of upward mobility aswell asjoining relatives abroad.
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The Indigenous peoples of the Americas are the peoples who are native to the Americas or the Western
Hemisphere. Their ancestors are among the pre-Columbian population of South or North America, including
Central America and the Caribbean. Indigenous peoples live throughout the Americas. While often minorities
in their countries, Indigenous peoples are the majority in Greenland and close to a mgjority in Boliviaand
Guatemala.

There are at least 1,000 different Indigenous languages of the Americas. Some languages, including
Quechua, Arawak, Aymara, Guarani, Nahuatl, and some Mayan languages, have millions of speakers and are



recognized as official by governmentsin Bolivia, Peru, Paraguay, and Greenland.

Indigenous peoples, whether residing in rural or urban areas, often maintain aspects of their cultural
practices, including religion, social organization, and subsistence practices. Over time, these cultures have
evolved, preserving traditional customs while adapting to modern needs. Some Indigenous groups remain
relatively isolated from Western culture, with some still classified as uncontacted peoples.

The Americas also host millions of individuals of mixed Indigenous, European, and sometimes African or
Asian descent, historically referred to as mestizos in Spanish-speaking countries. In many Latin American
nations, people of partial Indigenous descent constitute amagjority or significant portion of the population,
particularly in Central America, Mexico, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Chile, and Paraguay.
M estizos outnumber Indigenous peoples in most Spanish-speaking countries, according to estimates of ethnic
cultural identification. However, since Indigenous communities in the Americas are defined by cultural
identification and kinship rather than ancestry or race, mestizos are typically not counted among the
Indigenous population unless they speak an Indigenous language or identify with a specific Indigenous
culture. Additionally, many individuals of wholly Indigenous descent who do not follow Indigenous
traditions or speak an Indigenous language have been classified or self-identified as mestizo due to
assimilation into the dominant Hispanic culture. In recent years, the self-identified Indigenous population in
many countries has increased as individuals reclaim their heritage amid rising Indigenous-led movements for
self-determination and social justice.

In past centuries, Indigenous peoples had diverse societal, governmental, and subsistence systems. Some
Indigenous peoples were historically hunter-gatherers, while others practiced agriculture and aquaculture.
Various Indigenous societies developed complex socia structures, including precontact monumental
architecture, organized cities, city-states, chiefdoms, states, monarchies, republics, confederacies, and
empires. These societies possessed varying levels of knowledge in fields such as engineering, architecture,
mathematics, astronomy, writing, physics, medicine, agriculture, irrigation, geology, mining, metallurgy, art,
sculpture, and goldsmithing.
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The net migration rate is the difference between the number of immigrants (people coming into an area) and
the number of emigrants (people leaving an area) per year divided by the population. When the number of
immigrants is larger than the number of emigrants, a positive net migration rate occurs. A positive net
migration rate indicates that there are more people entering than leaving an area. When more emigrate from a
country, the result is a negative net migration rate, meaning that more people are leaving than entering the
area. When there is an equal number of immigrants and emigrants, the net migration rate is balanced.

The net migration rate is calculated over a one-year period using the mid year population and aratio.
Emigration
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Emigration isthe act of leaving aresident country or place of residence with the intent to settle elsewhere (to
permanently leave a country). Conversely, immigration describes the movement of people into one country
from another (to permanently move to a country). A migrant emigrates from their old country, and
immigrates to their new country. Thus, both emigration and immigration describe migration, but from
different countries perspectives.



Demographers examine push and pull factors for people to be pushed out of one place and attracted to
another. There can be a desire to escape negative circumstances such as shortages of land or jobs, or unfair
treatment. People can be pulled to the opportunities available elsewhere. Fleeing from oppressive conditions,
being arefugee and seeking asylum to get refugee statusin aforeign country, may lead to permanent
emigration.

Forced displacement refers to groups that are forced to abandon their native country, such as by enforced
population transfer or the threat of ethnic cleansing. Refugees and asylum seekers in this sense are the most
marginalized extreme cases of migration, facing multiple hurdlesin their journey and efforts to integrate into
the new settings. Scholarsin this sense have called for cross-sector engagement from businesses, non-
governmental organizations, educational institutions, and other stakeholders within the receiving
communities.
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Twitter, officially known as X since 2023, is an American microblogging and socia networking service. Itis
one of the world's largest socia media platforms and one of the most-visited websites. Users can share short
text messages, images, and videos in short posts commonly known as "tweets" (officially "posts’) and like
other users content. The platform aso includes direct messaging, video and audio calling, bookmarks, lists,
communities, an Al chatbot (Grok), job search, and a social audio feature (Spaces). Users can vote on context
added by approved users using the Community Notes feature.

Twitter was created in March 2006 by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams, and was
launched in July of that year. Twitter grew quickly; by 2012 more than 100 million users produced 340
million daily tweets. Twitter, Inc., was based in San Francisco, California, and had more than 25 offices
around the world. A signature characteristic of the serviceinitially was that posts were required to be brief.
Posts were initially limited to 140 characters, which was changed to 280 charactersin 2017. The limitation
was removed for subscribed accountsin 2023. 10% of users produce over 80% of tweets. In 2020, it was
estimated that approximately 48 million accounts (15% of all accounts) were run by internet bots rather than
humans.

The service is owned by the American company X Corp., which was established to succeed the prior owner
Twitter, Inc. in March 2023 following the October 2022 acquisition of Twitter by Elon Musk for US$44
billion. Musk stated that his goal with the acquisition was to promote free speech on the platform. Since his
acquisition, the platform has been criticized for enabling the increased spread of disinformation and hate
speech. Linda Y accarino succeeded Musk as CEO on June 5, 2023, with Musk remaining as the chairman
and the chief technology officer. In July 2023, Musk announced that Twitter would be rebranded to " X" and
the bird logo would be retired, a process which was completed by May 2024. In March 2025, X Corp. was
acquired by xAl, Musk's artificial intelligence company. The deal, an all-stock transaction, valued X at $33
billion, with afull valuation of $45 billion when factoring in $12 billion in debt. Meanwhile, XAl itself was
valued at $80 billion. In July 2025, Linda Y accarino stepped down from her role as CEO.

Kamyks

000-200,000 people) to migrate to Dzungaria. Ubashi Khan, the great-grandson of Ayuka Khan and the last
Kalmyk Khan, decided to return his people to their

Kamyks (), archaically anglicised as Calmucks (), are the only Mongolic ethnic group living in Europe,
residing in the easternmost part of the European Plain.



Thisdry steppe area, west of the lower Volga River, known among the nomads as Itil/Idjil, a basin on the
northwest shore of the Caspian Sea, was the most suitable land for nomadic pastures. Itil or 1djil, the ancient
name of the Volga River, written in the archaic Oirat script, means exactly that: the "pastures’.

The ancestors of Kalmyks were nomadic groups of Oirat-speaking Mongols, who migrated from Western
Mongoliato Eastern Europe three times: in early medieval times, establishing in the 6th—8th centuries the
Avar Khanate; in medieval times, establishing the Ulus of Juchi and I1-Kanate as Khuda-in-laws of Genghis
Khan; and finally, in early modern times, establishing the Kalmyk Khanate in the 17th century.

The Oirat language belongs to the western branch of the Mongolic language family, whose speakers include
numerous sub-ethnic groups (Derbet, Torgut, Khoshut, Olot, Dzungar (Zunghar), Bayad, Zakhchin, Khoton,
Myangad, Buzava) across a wide geographical area of Uvs and Khovd provinces (aimags) of Western
Mongolia (N = 209,412), and in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, China (N = 194,891). Ethnic groups of
Oirat speakersin the Republic of Kalmykia, Russia (N = 162,740) include Torguts, Derbets, Buzavas and
Khoshuts. Up until today the Kalmyks have retained their distinguished sub-ethnic groups, being quite
separated from their geographical neighbours in Russia and northeast Caucasus.

The Kalmyks are the only traditionally Buddhist ethnic group who are located inside Europe. Through
emigration, small Kalmyk communities have been established in the United States, France, Germany, and the
Czech Republic.

Rural flight

examples of push factors. People can also move into town to seek higher wages, educational access and
other urban amenities; examples of pull factors. Once

Rural flight (also known as rural-to-urban migration, rural depopulation, or rural exodus) is the migratory
pattern of people from rural areas into urban areas. It is urbanization seen from the rural perspective.

In industrializing economies like Britain in the eighteenth century or East Asiain the twentieth century, it can
occur following the industrialization of primary industries such as agriculture, mining, fishing, and
forestry—when fewer people are needed to bring the same amount of output to market—and related
secondary industries (refining and processing) are consolidated. Rural exodus can also follow an ecological
or human-caused catastrophe such as afamine or resource depletion. These are examples of push factors.

People can also move into town to seek higher wages, educational access and other urban amenities;
examples of pull factors.

Once rural populations fall below a critical mass, the population is too small to support certain businesses,
which then also leave or close, in avicious circle. Services to smaller and more dispersed populations may be
proportionately more expensive, which can lead to closures of offices and services, which further harm the
rural economy. Schools are the archetypal example because they influence the decisions of parents of young
children: avillage or region without a school will typically lose families to larger towns that have one. But
the concept (urban hierarchy) can be applied more generally to many services and is explained by centra
place theory.

Government policiesto combat rural flight include campaigns to expand services to the countryside, such as
electrification or distance education. Governments can also use restrictions like internal passports to make
rural flight illegal. Economic conditions that can counter rural depopulation include commodities booms, the
expansion of outdoor-focused tourism, and a shift to remote work, or exurbanization. To some extent,
governments generally seek only to manage rural flight and channel it into certain cities, rather than stop it
outright as this would imply taking on the expensive task of building airports, railways, hospitals, and
universitiesin places with few users to support them, while neglecting growing urban and suburban areas.
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Donald Trump's second and current tenure as the president of the United States began upon his inauguration
asthe 47th president on January 20, 2025.

President Trump, a member of the Republican Party who previously served as the 45th president from 2017
to 2021, took office again after defeating Vice-President Kamala Harris of the Democratic Party in the 2024
presidential election. He is the second U.S. president to serve two non-consecutive terms, as well as the first
with afelony conviction. At 78 years old and seven months, he became the oldest person to assume the
presidency, arecord previously held by his predecessor Joe Biden.

The first few months of his presidency consisted of issuing multiple executive orders, many of which are
being challenged in court. On immigration, he signed the Laken Riley Act into law, and issued executive
orders blocking illegal immigrants from entering the U.S,, reinstating the national emergency at the
Mexico-U.S. border, designating drug cartels as terrorist organizations, attempting to end birthright
citizenship, and initiating procedures for mass deportation of immigrants. Trump established atask force
known as the Deparment of Government Efficiency (DOGE), which is tasked with reducing spending by the
federal government and limiting bureaucracy, and which has overseen mass layoffs of civil servants. The
Trump administration has taken action against law firms for challenging Trump's executive orders and
policies.

Trump's second presidency has overseen a series of tariff increases and pauses, which has led to retaliatory
tariffs placed on the U.S. by other countries. These tariff moves, particularly the "Liberation Day" tariffs, and
counter-moves caused a brief stock market crash.

Ininternationa affairs, Trump has further strengthened U.S. ties with Israel. He authorized strikes that
attacked several Iranian nuclear facilities, aiding Israel in the June 2025 Iran—I sragl war and securing a
ceasefire between Israel and Iran. Amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine that began in 2022, the Trump
administration temporarily suspended the provision of intelligence and military aid to Ukraine, offered
concessions to Russia, requested half of Ukraine's oil and minerals as repayment for American support, and
said that Ukraine bore partial responsibility for the invasion. The administration resumed the aid after
Ukraine agreed to a potential ceasefire. Likein hisfirst presidency, Trump initiated the withdrawal of the
U.S. from the World Health Organization, the Paris Climate Accords, and UNESCO.

Following his election victoriesin 2016 and in 2024, heis not eligible to be elected to a third term due to the
provisions of the Twenty-second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
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Natalie Hershlag (born (1981-06-09)June 9, 1981), known professionally as Natalie Portman, is an actress,
film producer and director with dual Israeli and American citizenship. She has had a prolific screen career
from her teenage years and has starred in various blockbusters and independent films, receiving multiple
accolades, including an Academy Award, aBAFTA Award, and two Golden Globe Awards.

Portman was born in West Jerusalem and raised on Long Island, New Y ork, where she began her acting
career at twelve, starring as the young protégée of a hitman in Léon: The Professional (1994). While still in
high school, she made her Broadway debut in The Diary of Anne Frank (1997) and gained international
recognition for her role as Padmé Amidalain Star Wars: Episode | — The Phantom Menace (1999). From



1999 to 2003, Portman attended Harvard University, earning a bachelor's degree in psychology. During this
time, she took fewer acting roles but continued to appear in the Star Wars prequel trilogy (2002 and 2005)
and performed in a 2001 revival of Anton Chekhov's The Seagull at The Public Theater.

Her career gained further momentum in 2004 when she won a Golden Globe and received an Academy
Award nomination for Best Supporting Actress for Closer. She then played Evey Hammond in V for
Vendetta (2005), Anne Boleyn in The Other Boleyn Girl (2008), and atroubled ballerinain Black Swan
(2010), for which she won the Academy Award for Best Actress. In the following years, Portman starred in
the romantic comedy No Strings Attached (2011) and portrayed Jacqueline Kennedy in Jackie (2016), which
earned her athird Academy Award nomination. She also became a prominent figure in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, playing Jane Foster in Thor (2011), Thor: The Dark World (2013), and Thor: Love and Thunder
(2022), which established her as one of the world's highest-paid actresses.

Portman has also directed the short film Eve (2008) and the biographical drama A Tale of Love and Darkness
(2015), in which she also starred. In 2021, she co-founded the production company MountainA, under which
she produced and starred in the film May December (2023) and the miniseries Lady in the Lake (2024).
Portman is an advocate for various causes, including women'’s rights, environmental issues, and animal
welfare, supporting organizations like the Human Rights Foundation and the Jane Goodall Institute.
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