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Bangkok, officially known in Thai as Krung Thep Maha Nakhon and colloquially as Krung Thep, is the
capital and most populous city of Thailand. The city occupies 1,568.7 square kilometres (605.7 sq mi) in the
Chao Phraya River delta in central Thailand and has an estimated population of 10 million people as of 2024,
13% of the country's population. Over 17.4 million people (25% of Thailand's population) live within the
surrounding Bangkok Metropolitan Region as of the 2021 estimate, making Bangkok a megacity and an
extreme primate city, dwarfing Thailand's other urban centres in both size and importance to the national
economy.

Bangkok traces its roots to a small trading post during the Ayutthaya era in the 15th century, which
eventually grew and became the site of two capital cities, Thonburi in 1767 and Rattanakosin in 1782.
Bangkok was at the heart of the modernization of Siam during the late 19th century, as the country faced
pressures from the West. The city was at the centre of the country's political struggles throughout the 20th
century, as Siam—later renamed Thailand—abolished absolute monarchy, adopted constitutional rule, and
underwent numerous coups and several uprisings. The city, incorporated as a special administrative area
under the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration in 1972, grew rapidly during the 1960s through the 1980s
and now exerts a significant impact on Thailand's politics, economy, education, media, and modern society.

The Asian investment boom in the 1980s and 1990s led many multinational corporations to locate their
regional headquarters in Bangkok. The city is now a regional force in finance, business, and pop culture. It is
an international hub for transport and health care, and has emerged as a centre for the arts, fashion, and
entertainment. The city is known for its street life and cultural landmarks, as well as its red-light districts.
The Grand Palace and Buddhist temples, including Wat Arun and Wat Pho, stand in contrast with other
tourist attractions such as the nightlife scenes of Khaosan Road and Patpong. Bangkok is among the world's
top tourist destinations and has been named the world's most visited city in several international rankings.

Bangkok's rapid growth, coupled with little urban planning, has resulted in a haphazard cityscape and
inadequate infrastructure. Despite an extensive expressway network, an inadequate road network and
substantial private car usage have led to chronic and crippling traffic congestion, which caused severe air
pollution in the 1990s. The city has since turned to public transport in an attempt to solve the problem,
operating 10 urban rail lines and building other public transit; however, congestion remains a prevalent issue.
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True Bangkok United Football Club (Thai: ?????????????? ??????? ????????) is a professional football club
based in Pathum Thani province, Thailand. Known as Bangkok University Football Club until 2009, the club
was relegated from the 2010 Thai Premier League only four years after winning their first league title in
2006. In 2012 they were promoted to Thai League 1, after finishing third in the 2012 Thai Division 1 League.

The club has won 1 Thai League 1 title, 1 Thai League 2 title and 1 Thailand Champions Cup in their history.
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Bangkok Airways plc (Thai: ???????????????) is a regional airline based in Bangkok, Thailand. It operates
scheduled services to destinations in Thailand, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Laos, Maldives, and
Singapore. Its main base is Suvarnabhumi Airport in the Thai capital Bangkok.
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"One Night in Bangkok" is a song from the concept album and subsequent musical Chess by Tim Rice,
Benny Andersson, and Björn Ulvaeus. English actor and singer Murray Head raps the verses, while the
chorus is sung by Anders Glenmark, a Swedish singer, songwriter, and producer.

The release topped the charts in many countries, including South Africa, The Netherlands, West Germany,
Switzerland, Denmark, and Australia. It peaked at No. 3 in both Canada and the United States in May 1985
and at No. 12 in the United Kingdom.
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Thailand is a country in Southeast Asia, located on the Indochinese Peninsula. It is officially known as the
Kingdom of Thailand and historically Siam until 1939. With a population of almost 66 million, it spans
513,115 square kilometres (198,115 sq mi). Thailand is bordered to the northwest by Myanmar, to the
northeast and east by Laos, to the southeast by Cambodia, to the south by the Gulf of Thailand and Malaysia,
and to the southwest by the Andaman Sea; it also shares maritime borders with Vietnam to the southeast and
Indonesia and India to the southwest. Bangkok is the state capital and largest city.

Thai peoples migrated from Southwestern China to mainland Southeast Asia from the 6th to 11th centuries.
Indianised kingdoms such as the Mon, Khmer Empire, and Malay states ruled the region, competing with
Thai states such as the Kingdoms of Ngoenyang, Sukhothai, Lan Na, and Ayutthaya, which also rivalled each
other. European contact began in 1511 with a Portuguese diplomatic mission to Ayutthaya, which became a
regional power by the end of the 15th century. Ayutthaya reached its peak during the 18th century, until it
was destroyed in the Burmese–Siamese War. King Taksin the Great quickly reunified the fragmented
territory and established the short-lived Thonburi Kingdom (1767–1782), of which he was the only king. He
was succeeded in 1782 by Phutthayotfa Chulalok (Rama I), the first monarch of the current Chakri dynasty.
Throughout the era of Western imperialism in Asia, Siam remained the only state in the region to avoid
colonisation by foreign powers, although it was often forced to make territorial, trade, and legal concessions
in unequal treaties. The Siamese system of government was centralised and transformed into a modern
unitary absolute monarchy during the 1868–1910 reign of Chulalongkorn (Rama V).

In World War I, Siam sided with the Allies, a political decision made in order to amend the unequal treaties.
Following a bloodless revolution in 1932, it became a constitutional monarchy and changed its official name
to Thailand, becoming an ally of Japan in World War II. In the late 1950s, a military coup under Sarit
Thanarat revived the monarchy's historically influential role in politics. During the Cold War, Thailand
became a major non-NATO ally of the United States and played an anti-communist role in the region as a
member of SEATO, which was disbanded in 1977.

Apart from a brief period of parliamentary democracy in the mid-1970s and 1990s, Thailand has periodically
alternated between democracy and military rule. Since the 2000s, the country has been in continual political

Bangkok



conflict between supporters and opponents of twice-elected Prime Minister of Thailand Thaksin Shinawatra,
which resulted in two coups (in 2006 and 2014), along with the establishment of its current constitution, a
nominally democratic government after the 2019 Thai general election, and large pro-democracy protests in
2020–2021, which included unprecedented demands to reform the monarchy. Since 2019, it has been
nominally a parliamentary constitutional monarchy; in practice, however, structural advantages in the
constitution have ensured the military's continued influence in politics.

Thailand is a middle power in global affairs and a founding member of ASEAN. It has the second-largest
economy in Southeast Asia and the 23rd-largest in the world by PPP, and it ranks 29th by nominal GDP.
Thailand is classified as a newly industrialised economy, with manufacturing, agriculture, and tourism as
leading sectors.
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Suvarnabhumi Airport (IATA: BKK, ICAO: VTBS) is the main international airport serving Bangkok, the
capital city of Thailand. It is one of two airports serving Bangkok, the other being Don Mueang International
Airport (DMK). Located mostly in Racha Thewa commune, Bang Phli district, Samut Prakan province, it
covers an area of 3,520 ha (35.2 km2; 8,700 acres), making it one of the biggest international airports in
Southeast Asia, tenth biggest in the world and a regional hub for aviation. It has an Airport Rail Link, an
Automated People Mover as well as being located close to Motorway 7.

Formerly named as Nong Nguhao (lit. 'Cobra Swamp') and later changed to the name of a legendary land,
Suvarnabhumi is the busiest in the country, ninth busiest airport in Asia, and 20th busiest airport in the world,
handling 62,234,693 passengers in 2024. As of 2025, it is served by the most airlines in the world, with 113
airlines operating from the airport.

The airport serves as a primary hub for Thai Airways International and K-Mile Air, and an operating base for
Bangkok Airways, Thai VietJet Air and Thai AirAsia. It serves as a regional gateway and connecting point
for various foreign carriers connecting to Asia, Oceania, Europe, and Africa. The airport is operated by
Airports of Thailand.
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Bangkok Hilton is a three-part Australian mini-series made in 1989 by Kennedy Miller Productions and
directed by Ken Cameron. The title of the mini-series is the nickname of a fictional Bangkok prison in which
the main protagonist (Nicole Kidman) is imprisoned, a mordant reference to Hanoi Hilton, the nickname for a
prison used by North Vietnam during the Vietnam War.
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BG Pathum United Football Club (Thai: ??????????????? ???? ????????) is a Thai professional football club
based in Pathum Thani province and is managed by BG Sports Company Limited which is a subsidiary of
Bangkok Glass Public Company Limited. BG Pathum United participates in the Thai League 1.
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The nickname of BGPU, "The Rabbits", derives from the chinese zodiac of the first club president, Pavin
Bhirombhakdi who was born in The Year of the Rabbit.

The club has won 1 Thai League 1 title, 1 Thai League 2 title, 1 Thai FA Cup, 1 Thai League Cup and 2
Thailand Champions Cup.
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Bangkok Tigers Basketball Club, for sponsorship reasons known as Cooly Bangkok Tigers, is a Thai
professional basketball team based in Bangkok. Founded in 2015, the Tigers play in the Thailand Basketball
League (TBL) and internationally in the ASEAN Basketball League (until 2023). They were founded by
president Chuthigran Dongird, who was approached by the TBL to establish a new team. Their home games
are played at the Nimibutr Stadium.
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On 28 March 2025, at 12:50:52 MMT (06:20:52 UTC), a Mw 7.7–7.9 earthquake struck the Sagaing Region
of Myanmar, with an epicenter close to Mandalay, the country's second-largest city. The shaking caused by
this strike-slip shock achieved a maximum Modified Mercalli intensity of X (Extreme). It was the most
powerful earthquake to strike Myanmar since 1912, and the second deadliest in Myanmar's modern history,
surpassed only by upper estimates of the 1930 Bago earthquake. The earthquake caused extensive damage in
Myanmar, particularly in areas near the rupture, and significant damage in neighboring Thailand. Hundreds
of homes were also damaged in Yunnan, China, while more than 400 apartments were affected in Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam.

The earthquake directly killed up to 5,352 people in Myanmar and 103 in Thailand, while one person died
from shock in Vietnam. Up to 11,404 people were injured and hundreds more were reported missing. Most of
the fatalities in Thailand occurred at a collapsed construction site in Bangkok, whose shallow geology makes
it more vulnerable to seismic waves from far away. Authorities in both Myanmar and Thailand declared a
state of emergency. As the earthquake struck during Friday prayer hours, collapsing mosques resulted in the
deaths of hundreds of Muslims. In addition, more than 8,300 monasteries, nunneries and pagodas were
destroyed. The ongoing civil war in Myanmar exacerbated the difficulty of disaster relief and info exposure.
It was the deadliest earthquake globally since the 2023 Turkey–Syria earthquakes.
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