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Paradise Lost is an epic poem in blank verse by the English poet John Milton (1608–1674). The poem
concerns the biblical story of the fall of man: the temptation of Adam and Eve by the fallen angel Satan and
their expulsion from the Garden of Eden. The first version, published in 1667, consists of ten books with over
ten thousand lines of verse. A second edition followed in 1674, arranged into twelve books (in the manner of
Virgil's Aeneid) with minor revisions throughout. It is considered to be Milton's masterpiece, and it helped
solidify his reputation as one of the greatest English poets of all time.

At the heart of Paradise Lost are the themes of free will and the moral consequences of disobedience. Milton
seeks to "justify the ways of God to men," addressing questions of predestination, human agency, and the
nature of good and evil. The poem begins in medias res, with Satan and his fallen angels cast into Hell, after
their failed rebellion against God. Milton's Satan, portrayed with both grandeur and tragic ambition, is one of
the most complex and debated characters in literary history, particularly for his perceived heroism by some
readers.

The poem's portrayal of Adam and Eve emphasizes their humanity, exploring their innocence, before the Fall
of Man, as well as their subsequent awareness of sin. Through their story, Milton reflects on the complexities
of human relationships, the tension between individual freedom and obedience to divine law, and the
possibility of redemption. Despite their transgression, the poem ends on a note of hope, as Adam and Eve
leave Paradise with the promise of salvation through Christ.

Milton's epic has been praised for its linguistic richness, theological depth, and philosophical ambition.
However, it has also sparked controversy, particularly for its portrayal of Satan, whom some readers interpret
as a heroic or sympathetic figure. Paradise Lost continues to inspire scholars, writers, and artists, remaining a
cornerstone of literary and theological discourse.
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Mark Dawson is a British author. He writes the John Milton and Atticus Priest series of thriller and mystery
novels.
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Samson Agonistes (from Greek ?????? ?????????, "Samson the champion") is a tragic closet drama by John
Milton. It appeared with the publication of Milton's Paradise Regained in 1671, as the title page of that
volume states: "Paradise Regained / A Poem / In IV Books / To Which Is Added / Samson Agonistes". It is
generally thought that Samson Agonistes was begun around the same time as Paradise Regained but was
completed after the larger work, possibly very close to the date of publishing, but there is no certainty.
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Balthasar Hubmaier (1480 – 10 March 1528) was an influential German Anabaptist leader. He was one of the
most well-known and respected Anabaptist theologians of the Reformation.
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Michael, also called Saint Michael the Archangel, Archangel Michael and Saint Michael the Taxiarch, is an
archangel and the warrior of God in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. The earliest surviving mentions of his
name are in third- and second-century BC Jewish works, often but not always apocalyptic, where he is the
chief of the angels and archangels, and he is the guardian prince of Israel and is responsible for the care of the
people of Israel. Christianity conserved nearly all the Jewish traditions concerning him, and he is mentioned
explicitly in Revelation 12:7–12, where he does battle with Satan, and in the Epistle of Jude, where the
archangel and the devil dispute over the body of Moses.
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The Church of God of Prophecy (COGOP) is a Holiness Pentecostal Christian Church. It is one of six Church
of God bodies headquartered in Cleveland, Tennessee that arose from a small meeting of believers who
gathered at the Holiness Church at Camp Creek near the Tennessee/North Carolina border on Saturday, June
13, 1903.

The Church of God of Prophecy has congregations and missions in over 135 countries, with a membership of
over 1,500,000. Membership in the United States as of 2010 was 98,407 in 1,743 churches. Ministries of the
Church include homes for children, bible training institutes, youth camps, ministerial aid, and Spirit and Life
Seminary. The Church operates Fields of the Wood, a Bible theme park and popular tourist attraction, near
Murphy, North Carolina.
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The angel Jophiel (Heb. ?????????? Y?p????l, "Beauty of God"), also called Iophiel, Iofiel, Jofiel, Yofiel,
Youfiel, Zophiel (????????? ??p????l, "God is my watchman") and Zuriel (?????????? ??r???l, "God is my
rock"), is an archangel in Christian and Jewish angelology. Jophiel is associated with beauty, art, and
wisdom.
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Ambrose Jessup "A.J." Tomlinson (September 22, 1865 – October 2, 1943), a former Quaker, united with the
Holiness Church at Camp Creek in 1903. With his drive, vision, and organizational skills, he was elected the
first general overseer of the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee) in 1903. He also served as the first
president of the church's Lee College, later known as Lee University (1918–1922). In 1923, Tomlinson was
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impeached, causing a division which led to the creation, by followers of Tomlinson, of what would become
the Church of God of Prophecy.

Devil in Christianity
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In Christianity, the Devil, also known as Satan, is a malevolent entity that deceives and tempts humans.
Frequently viewed as the personification of evil, he is traditionally held to have rebelled against God in an
attempt to become equal to God himself. He is said to be a fallen angel, who was expelled from Heaven at
the beginning of time, before God created the material world, and is in constant opposition to God. The Devil
is identified with several other figures in the Bible including the serpent in the Garden of Eden, Lucifer,
Satan, the tempter of the Gospels, Leviathan, Beelzebub, and the dragon in the Book of Revelation.

Early scholars discussed the role of the Devil. Scholars influenced by neoplatonic cosmology, like Origen
and Pseudo-Dionysius, portrayed the Devil as representing deficiency and emptiness, the entity most remote
from the divine. According to Augustine of Hippo, the realm of the Devil is not nothingness, but an inferior
realm standing in opposition to God. The standard medieval depiction of the Devil goes back to Gregory the
Great. He integrated the Devil, as the first creation of God, into the Christian angelic hierarchy as the highest
of the angels (either a cherub or a seraph) who fell far, into the depths of hell, and became the leader of
demons.

Since the early Reformation period, the Devil has been imagined as an increasingly powerful entity, with not
only a lack of goodness but also a conscious will against God, his word, and his creation. Simultaneously,
some reformists have interpreted the Devil as a mere metaphor for humans' inclination to sin, thereby
downgrading his importance. While the Devil has played no significant role for most scholars in the modern
era, he has become important again in contemporary Christianity.

At various times in history, certain Gnostic sects such as the Cathars and the Bogomils, as well as
theologians like Marcion and Valentinus, have believed that the Devil was involved in creation. Today these
views are not part of mainstream Christianity.
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Backsliding, also known as falling away or described as "committing apostasy", is a term used within
Christianity to describe a process by which an individual who has converted to Christianity reverts to pre-
conversion habits and/or lapses or falls into sin, when a person turns from God to pursue their own desire. To
revert to sin or wrongdoing, especially in religious practice, someone lapses into previous undesirable
patterns of behavior. To be faithful, thus to believe backsliding is a reversion, in principle upholds the
Apostle Paul’s condition in salvation: "If you declare with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved." (Romans 10:9)

In Christianity, within the Roman Catholic Church as well as those denominations which teach Arminianism
(such as the Methodist churches), backsliding is a state which any free-willed believer is capable of adopting.
This belief is rejected by Reformed Christians endorsing the perseverance of the saints doctrine. In these
denominations, it is taught that the backslidden individual is in danger of eventually going to Hell if he does
not repent (see Conditional security). Historically, backsliding was considered a trait of the Biblical Israel
which would turn from the Abrahamic God to follow idols. In the New Testament church (see Acts of the
Apostles and Christianity in the 1st century), the story of the Prodigal Son has become a representation of a
backslider who repented.
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