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A fairy tale (alternative names include fairytale, fairy story, household tale, magic tale, or wonder tale) is a
short story that belongs to the folklore genre. Such stories typically feature magic, enchantments, and
mythical or fanciful beings. In most cultures, there is no clear line separating myth from folk or fairy tale; all
these together form the literature of preliterate societies. Fairy tales may be distinguished from other folk
narratives such as legends (which generally involve belief in the veracity of the events described) and explicit
moral tales, including beast fables. Prevalent elements include dragons, dwarfs, elves, fairies, giants, gnomes,
goblins, griffins, merfolk, monsters, monarchy, pixies, talking animals, trolls, unicorns, witches, wizards,
magic, and enchantments.

In less technical contexts, the term is also used to describe something blessed with unusual happiness, as in
"fairy-tale ending" (a happy ending) or "fairy-tale romance". Colloquially, the term "fairy tale" or "fairy
story" can also mean any far-fetched story or tall tale; it is used especially to describe any story that not only
is not true, but also could not possibly be true. Legends are perceived as real within their culture; fairy tales
may merge into legends, where the narrative is perceived both by teller and hearers as being grounded in
historical truth. However, unlike legends and epics, fairy tales usually do not contain more than superficial
references to religion and to actual places, people, and events; they take place "once upon a time" rather than
in actual times.

Fairy tales occur both in oral and in literary form (literary fairy tale); the name "fairy tale" ("conte de fées" in
French) was first ascribed to them by Madame d'Aulnoy in the late 17th century. Many of today's fairy tales
have evolved from centuries-old stories that have appeared, with variations, in multiple cultures around the
world.

The history of the fairy tale is particularly difficult to trace because often only the literary forms survive.
Still, according to researchers at universities in Durham and Lisbon, such stories may date back thousands of
years, some to the Bronze Age. Fairy tales, and works derived from fairy tales, are still written today.

Folklorists have classified fairy tales in various ways. The Aarne–Thompson–Uther Index and the
morphological analysis of Vladimir Propp are among the most notable. Other folklorists have interpreted the
tales' significance, but no school has been definitively established for the meaning of the tales.
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Forbidden Fairytale (Korean: ???? ?????) is a 2025 South Korean romantic comedy film directed by Lee
Jong-seok and starring Park Ji-hyun as Danbi. It follows Danbi, who dreams of being a children's book writer
but is in reality a rookie on the illegal pornography crackdown team. It also stars Choi Si-won and Sung
Dong-il in pivotal roles.

It was released in South Korea on 8 January 2025.
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"Fairytale of New York" is a song written by Jem Finer and Shane MacGowan and recorded by their
London-based band the Pogues, featuring English singer-songwriter Kirsty MacColl on vocals. The song is
an Irish folk-style ballad and was written as a duet, with the Pogues' singer MacGowan taking the role of the
male character and MacColl playing the female character. It was originally released as a single on 23
November 1987 and later featured on the Pogues' 1988 album If I Should Fall from Grace with God.

Originally begun in 1985, the song had a troubled two-year development history, undergoing rewrites and
aborted attempts at recording, and losing its original female vocalist along the way, before finally being
completed in August 1987. Although the single has never been the UK Christmas number one, being kept at
number two on its original release in 1987 by the Pet Shop Boys' cover of "Always on My Mind", it has
proved enduringly popular with both music critics and the public: to date, the song has reached the UK Top
20 on twenty separate occasions since its original release in 1987, including every year at Christmas since
2005. As of September 2017, it had sold 1.2 million copies in the UK, with an additional 249,626 streaming
equivalent sales, for a total of 1.5 million combined sales. In December 2023, the song was certified sextuple
platinum in the UK for 3.6 million combined sales.

In the UK, "Fairytale of New York" is the most-played Christmas song of the 21st century. It is frequently
cited as the best Christmas song of all time in various television, radio, and magazine-related polls in the UK
and Ireland, including the UK television special on ITV in December 2012 where it was voted The Nation's
Favourite Christmas Song.
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This list of fairytale fantasies contains an illustrative list of fairytale fantasy works.
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Fairytale Fights is a hack and slash action-adventure game developed by Playlogic Game Factory and
published by Playlogic Entertainment for PlayStation 3 and Xbox 360.

Fairytale Fights allow the player a chance to reclaim the fairytale status of Little Red Riding Hood, Snow
White, Jack, The Naked Emperor and more.
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Fairytale is the second album from Scottish singer-songwriter Donovan. It was first released in the UK on 22
October 1965 through Pye Records (catalog number NPL 18128). The US version of Fairytale was released
by Hickory Records (catalog number LPM 127 [monaural] / LPS 127 [stereo]) in November 1965 with a
slightly different set of songs. Peter Eden, Geoff Stephens and Terry Kennedy produced the original album.
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Fairytale fantasy is a subgenre of fantasy. It is distinguished from other subgenres of fantasy by the works'
heavy use of motifs, and often plots, from fairy tales or folklore.
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This Is No Fairytale is the fourth studio album by Dutch symphonic black metal band Carach Angren. It was
released on 23 February 2015 via Season of Mist. The witch's hand on the cover art of the album is actually
the hand of Dennis "Seregor" Droomers' grandmother.
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Nayanthara: Beyond the Fairytale is a 2024 Indian English-language documentary film with portions in
Tamil and Malayalam,

that explores the early life and career of actress Nayanthara, highlighting her personal and professional
journey to becoming a well known actress in Indian cinema. The film was directed by Amith Krishnan and
produced and distributed by Netflix.

Nayanthara: Beyond the Fairytale was released on November 18, 2024, to coincide with Nayanthara's 40th
birthday. Upon release, it received mixed-to-negative reviews from critics.
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"Fairytale" is a song composed, written, and recorded by Belarusian-Norwegian singer-songwriter Alexander
Rybak. It represented Norway in the Eurovision Song Contest 2009 held in Moscow, winning the contest. It
is the first single from Rybak's debut album Fairytales released on 29 May 2009 just after the contest.
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