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The Salvation Army (TSA) is a Protestant Christian church and an international charitable organisation
headquartered in London, England. It is aligned with the Wesleyan-Holiness movement. The organisation
reports a worldwide membership of over 1.7 million, consisting of soldiers, officers, and adherents who are
collectively known as salvationists. Its founders sought to bring salvation to the poor, destitute, and hungry
by meeting both their "physical and spiritual needs". It is present in 133 countries, running charity shops,
operating shelters for the homeless, and disaster relief and humanitarian aid to developing countries.

The theology of the Salvation Army derives from Methodism, although it differs in institution and practice;
an example is that the Salvation Army does not observe sacraments. As with other denominations in the
Holiness Methodist tradition, the Salvation Army lays emphasis on the New Birth (first work of grace) and
entire sanctification (second work of grace). A distinctive characteristic of the Salvation Army is its use of
titles derived from military ranks, such as "lieutenant" or "major". The Army's doctrine is aligned with the
Wesleyan–Arminian tradition, particularly the holiness movement. The Army's purposes are "the
advancement of the Christian religion... of education, the relief of poverty, and other charitable objects
beneficial to society or the community of mankind as a whole".

The Salvation Army was founded in 1865 as the "East London Christian Mission" in London by one-time
Methodist preacher William Booth and his wife Catherine. It can trace its origins to the Blind Beggar Tavern.
In 1878, Booth reorganised the mission, becoming its first general and introducing the military structure,
which it has retained as a matter of tradition. The Salvation Army's highest priority is its Christian principles.
As of 2023 the international leader and chief executive officer (CEO) of The Salvation Army is General
Lyndon Buckingham.

The Salvation Army is the largest non-government provider of social services in the United States and one of
the largest in the world, with expenditures including operating costs of US$3.6 billion in 2022, assisting more
than 32 million people in the U.S. alone. In addition to funding feeding centres, homeless shelters,
rehabilitation centres, community centres, and disaster relief, the organisation also establishes refugee camps,
especially among displaced people in Africa. In the United Kingdom, the Salvation Army is no longer the
largest non-governmental provider of social services; however, it still provides a significant service to people
in need. The Salvation Army is the sixth largest charity in the United States, with a total revenue of $4.78B in
2024 It is a member of many national interdenominational groups, including the American organisation
Christian Churches Together.
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Fldigi (short for Fast light digital) is a free and open-source program which allows an ordinary computer's
sound card to be used as a simple two-way data modem. The software is mostly used by amateur radio
operators who connect the microphone and headphone connections of an amateur radio SSB or FM
transceiver to the computer's headphone and microphone connections, respectively.



This interconnection creates a "sound card defined radio" whose available bandwidth is limited by the sound
card's sample rate and the external radio's bandwidth.

Such communications are normally done on the shortwave amateur radio bands in modes such as PSK31,
MFSK, RTTY, Olivia, and CW (Morse code). Increasingly, the software is also being used for data on VHF
and UHF frequencies using faster modes such as 8-PSK.

Using this software, it is possible for amateur radio operators to communicate worldwide while using only a
few watts of RF power.

Fldigi software is also used for amateur radio emergency communications when other communication
systems fail due to natural disaster or power outage. Transfer of files, emails, and FEMA ICS forms are
possible using inexpensive radio hardware.
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Baptism (from Koine Greek: ????????, romanized: váptisma, lit. 'immersion, dipping in water') is a Christian
sacrament of initiation almost invariably with the use of water. It may be performed by sprinkling or pouring
water on the head, or by immersing in water either partially or completely, traditionally three times, once for
each person of the Trinity. The synoptic gospels recount that John the Baptist baptized Jesus. Baptism is
considered a sacrament in most churches, and as an ordinance in others. Baptism according to the Trinitarian
formula, which is done in most mainstream Christian denominations, is seen as being a basis for Christian
ecumenism, the concept of unity amongst Christians. Baptism is also called christening, although some
reserve the word "christening" for the baptism of infants. In certain Christian denominations, such as the
Catholic Churches, Eastern Orthodox Churches, Oriental Orthodox Churches, Assyrian Church of the East,
and Lutheran Churches, baptism is the door to church membership, with candidates taking baptismal vows. It
has also given its name to the Baptist churches and denominations.

Certain schools of Christian thought (such as Catholic and Lutheran theology) regard baptism as necessary
for salvation (though not without exception), but some writers, such as Huldrych Zwingli (1484–1531), have
denied its necessity. Though water baptism is extremely common among Christian denominations, some,
such as Quakers and The Salvation Army, do not practice water baptism at all. Among denominations that
practice baptism, differences occur in the manner and mode of baptizing and in the understanding of the
significance of the rite. Most Christians baptize using the trinitarian formula "in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (following the Great Commission), but Oneness Pentecostals baptize
using Jesus' name only. The majority of Christians baptize infants; many others, such as Baptist Churches,
regard only believer's baptism as true baptism. In certain denominations, such as the Eastern and Oriental
Orthodox Churches, the individual being baptized receives a cross necklace that is worn for the rest of their
life, inspired by the Third Council of Constantinople.

Outside of Christianity, Mandaeans undergo repeated baptism for purification instead of initiation. They
consider John the Baptist to be their greatest prophet and name all rivers yardena after the Jordan River.

The term baptism has also been used metaphorically to refer to any ceremony, trial, or experience by which a
person is initiated, purified, or given a name. Martyrdom was identified early in Christian church history as
"baptism by blood", enabling the salvation of martyrs who had not been baptized by water. Later, the
Catholic Church identified a baptism of desire, by which those preparing for baptism who die before actually
receiving the sacrament are considered saved. In the Methodist tradition, Baptism with the Holy Spirit, has
referred to the second work of grace, entire sanctification; in Pentecostalism, the term Baptism with the Holy
Spirit is identified with speaking in tongues.
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In its vision of heresy, the Catholic Church makes a distinction between material and formal heresy. Material
heresy means in effect "holding erroneous doctrines through no fault of one's own" due to inculpable
ignorance and "is neither a crime nor a sin" since the individual has made the error in good faith. Formal
heresy is "the wilful and persistent adherence to an error in matters of faith" on the part of a baptised person.
As such it is a grave sin and involves ipso facto excommunication; a Catholic that embraces a formal heresy
is considered to have automatically separated his or her soul from the Catholic Church. Here "matters of
faith" means dogmas which have been proposed by the infallible magisterium of the Church and, in addition
to this intellectual error, "pertinacity in the will" in maintaining it in opposition to the teaching of the Church
must be present.

Heresy has been a concern in Christian communities at least since the writing of the Second Epistle of Peter:
"Even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them" (2 Peter 2:1). In the first two or three centuries of the early Church, heresy and
schism were not clearly distinguished. A similar overlapping occurred in medieval scholasticism. Heresy is
understood today to mean the denial of revealed truth as taught by the Church. Nineteenth-century theologian
Friedrich Schleiermacher defined it as "that which preserved the appearance of Christianity, and yet
contradicted its essence". This article contains the movements and denominations which have been declared
as heresy by the Catholic Church.

The following listing contains those opinions which were either explicitly condemned by Chalcedonian
Christianity before 1054 or are of later origin but similar. Details of some modern opinions deemed to be
heretical by the Catholic Church are listed in an appendix. All lists are in alphabetical order.
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The conditional preservation of the saints, or conditional perseverance of the saints, or commonly conditional
security, is the Arminian Christian belief that believers are kept safe by God in their saving relationship with
him upon the condition of a persevering faith in Christ. Arminians find the Scriptures describing both the
initial act of faith in Christ, "whereby the relationship is effected", and the persevering faith in him "whereby
the relationship is sustained." The relationship of "the believer to Christ is never a static relationship existing
as the irrevocable consequence of a past decision, act, or experience." Rather, it is a living union "proceeding
upon a living faith in a living Savior." This living union is captured in the simple command by Christ,
"Remain in me, and I in you" (John 15:4).

According to Arminians, biblical saving faith expresses itself in love and obedience to God (Galatians 5:6;
Hebrews 5:8–9). In the Remonstrant Confession of 1621, the first Remonstrants affirmed that true or living
faith operates through love, and that God chooses to give salvation and eternal life through his Son, "and to
finally glorify all those and only those truly believing in his name, or obeying his gospel, and persevering in
faith and obedience until death".

Arminians believe that "It is abundantly evident from the Scriptures that the believer is secure." Furthermore,
believers have assurance in knowing there is no external power or circumstance that can separate them from
the love of God they enjoy in union with Christ (Romans 8:35–39; John 10:27–29). Nevertheless, Arminians
see numerous warnings in Scripture directed to genuine believers about the possibility of falling away in
unbelief and thereby becoming severed from their saving union with God through Christ. Arminians hold
that if a believer becomes an unbeliever (commits apostasy), they necessarily cease to partake of the
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promises of salvation and eternal life made to believers who continue in faith and remain united to Christ.

Therefore, Arminians seek to follow the biblical writers in warning believers about the real dangers of
committing apostasy. A sure and Biblical way to avoid apostasy is to admonish believers to mature
spiritually in their relationship with God in union with Christ and through the power of the Spirit. Maturity
takes place as Christ-followers keep on meeting with fellow believers for mutual encouragement and
strength; exhorting each to love God and others; to continue growing in the grace and knowledge of their
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; and to persevere in faith in prayerful dependence upon God through various
trials and temptations.
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The Oasis is a 2008 Australian documentary produced by Shark Island Productions and directed by Ian
Darling and Sascha Ettinger Epstein. The film explores the lives of homeless youth living in the Salvos Oasis
youth refuge in Sydney.

A 'ten years later' film was published in 2019 - Life After The Oasis.
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William Thomas Kinkade III (January 19, 1958 – April 6, 2012) was an American painter of popular
realistic, pastoral, and idyllic subjects. He is notable for achieving success during his lifetime with the mass
marketing of his work as printed reproductions and other licensed products by means of the Thomas Kinkade
Company. According to Kinkade's company, one in every twenty American homes owned a copy of one of
his paintings.

Kinkade described himself as a "Painter of Light", a phrase he protected by trademark.

Kinkade was criticized for some of his behavior and business practices; art critics faulted his work for being
"kitsch". Kinkade died as a result of acute intoxication from alcohol and the drug diazepam at the age of 54.
Reportedly, about 600 of his 6,000 unpublished works have been published posthumously. His unpublished
work "experiments with forms and styles and frequently depict[ed] the darkness that lurked inside of him. In
several images, dark brooding figures rendered in charcoal seem haunted".
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Adler Berriman "Barry" Seal (July 16, 1939 – February 19, 1986) was an American commercial airline pilot
who became a major drug smuggler for the Medellín Cartel. When Seal was convicted of smuggling charges,
he became an informant for the Drug Enforcement Administration and testified in several major drug trials.
He was murdered on February 19, 1986, by contract killers hired by the cartel.
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Gideons International is an evangelical Christian association for men founded in 1899 in Janesville,
Wisconsin, whose primary activity is distributing free copies of the Bible worldwide. It distributes complete
Bibles or portions thereof in over 100 languages, most widely known in lodging rooms, in addition to
medical facilities, schools, military bases, as well as jails and prisons. The association takes its name from the
Biblical figure Gideon depicted in Judges 6.

In 1908, the Gideons began distributing free Bibles. The first Bibles were placed in rooms of the Superior
Hotel in Superior, Montana. Members of The Gideons International currently average distribution of over 70
million Bibles annually. On average, more than two copies of the Bible are distributed per second through
Gideons International. As of April 2015, Gideons International has distributed over 2.5 billion Bibles.

The headquarters of Gideons International is in Nashville, Tennessee.
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The Islamic State (IS), also known as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (ISIS) and Daesh, is a transnational Salafi jihadist militant organisation and a unrecognised quasi-
state. IS occupied significant territory in Iraq and Syria in 2013, but lost most of it in 2017 and 2019. In 2014,
the group proclaimed itself to be a worldwide caliphate, and claimed religious and political authority over all
Muslims worldwide, a claim not accepted by the vast majority of Muslims. It is designated as a terrorist
organisation by the United Nations and many countries around the world, including Muslim countries.

By the end of 2015, its self-declared caliphate ruled an area with a population of about 12 million, where they
enforced their extremist interpretation of Islamic law, managed an annual budget exceeding US$1 billion,
and commanded more than 30,000 fighters. After a grinding conflict with American, Iraqi, and Kurdish
forces, IS lost control of all its Middle Eastern territories by 2019, subsequently reverting to insurgency from
remote hideouts while continuing its propaganda efforts. These efforts have garnered a significant following
in northern and Sahelian Africa, where IS still controls a significant territory. Originating in the Jaish al-
Ta'ifa al-Mansurah founded by Abu Omar al-Baghdadi in 2004, the organisation (primarily under the Islamic
State of Iraq name) affiliated itself with al-Qaeda in Iraq and fought alongside them during the 2003–2006
phase of the Iraqi insurgency. The group later changed their name to Islamic State of Iraq and Levant for
about a year, before declaring itself to be a worldwide caliphate, called simply the Islamic State (??????
?????????, ad-Dawlah al-Isl?miyya).

During its rule in Syria and Iraq, the group "became notorious for its brutality". Under its rule of these
regions, IS launched genocides against Yazidis and Iraqi Turkmen; engaged in persecution of Christians,
Shia Muslims, and Mandaeans; publicised videos of beheadings of soldiers, journalists, and aid workers; and
destroyed several cultural sites. The group has perpetrated terrorist massacres in territories outside of its
control, such as the November 2015 Paris attacks, the 2024 Kerman bombings in Iran, and the 2024 Crocus
City Hall attack in Russia. Lone wolf attacks inspired by the group have also taken place.

After 2015, the Iraqi Armed Forces and the Syrian Democratic Forces pushed back IS and degraded its
financial and military infrastructure, assisted by advisors, weapons, training, supplies, and airstrikes by the
American-led coalition, and later by Russian airstrikes, bombings, cruise missile attacks, and scorched-earth
tactics across Syria, which focused mostly on razing Syrian opposition strongholds rather than IS bases. By
March 2019, IS lost the last of its territories in West Asia, although its affiliates maintained a significant
territorial presence in Africa as of 2025.
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