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Saeculum obscurum (Ecclesiastical Latin: [?s??.ku.lu.m obs?ku?.rum], "the dark age/century"), also known
as the Rule of the Harlots or the Pornocracy, was a period in the history of the papacy during the first two
thirds of the 10th century, following the chaos after the death of Pope Formosus in 896, which saw seven or
eight papal elections in as many years. It began with the installation of Pope Sergius III in 904 and lasted for
60 years until the death of Pope John XII in 964. During this period, the popes were influenced strongly by a
powerful and allegedly corrupt aristocratic family, the Theophylacti, and their relatives and allies. The era is
seen as one of the lowest points of the history of the papal office.
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Saeculum obscurum is a period in the history of the papacy often referred to as the "Pornocracy" or the "Rule
of the Harlots".

Pornocracy, from Ancient Greek ????? (pórn?, "female prostitute") + -?????? (-kratí?, "government" or
"rule"), may also refer to:

Pornocrates, an 1878 painting by Félicien Rops

Anatomy of Hell, a 2004 film by Catherine Breillat based on her 2001 novel Pornocracy

La Pornocratie, ou les Femmes dans les temps modernes, an 1875 book by Pierre-Joseph Proudhon

Pornocracy, a 2000 album by the Arrogant Sons of Bitches
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The selection of the pope, the bishop of Rome and supreme pontiff of the Catholic Church, prior to the
promulgation of In nomine Domini in 1059 varied throughout history. Popes were often putatively appointed
by their predecessors or by political rulers. While some kind of election often characterized the procedure, an
election that included meaningful participation of the laity was rare, especially as the popes' claims to
temporal power solidified into the Papal States. The practice of papal appointment during this period would
later result in the putative jus exclusivae, i.e., the claimed but invalid right to veto the selection that Catholic
monarchs exercised into the twentieth century.

The absence of an institutionalized procedure of papal succession facilitated religious schism, and the
Catholic Church currently regards several papal claimants before 1059 as antipopes. Further, the frequent de
facto requirement of political approval of elected popes significantly lengthened periods of sede vacante, i.e.,
transitional vacancy of the papacy, and weakened it. In 1059, Pope Nicholas II succeeded in limiting future
papal electors to the College of Cardinals in In nomine Domini, instituting standardized papal elections that



eventually developed into the procedure of the papal conclave.

Counts of Tusculum

was arranged to be elected only from the ranks of the Roman nobles. The Pornocracy, the period of influence
by powerful female courtesans of the family,

The counts of Tusculum or Tuscolo, also known as the Theophylacti, were a family of secular noblemen
from Latium that maintained a powerful position in Rome between the 10th and 12th centuries. Several
popes and antipopes during the 11th century came from their ranks. They created and perfected the political
formula of noble-papacy, wherein the pope was arranged to be elected only from the ranks of the Roman
nobles. The Pornocracy, the period of influence by powerful female courtesans of the family, also influenced
papal history.

The counts of Tusculum remained arbiters of Roman politics and religion for more than a century. In
addition to the papal influence, they held lay power through consulships and senatorial membership.
Traditionally they were pro-Byzantine and anti-Germanic in their political affiliation.

After 1049, the Tusculan Papacy came to an end with the election of Pope Leo IX. In fact, the Tusculan
papacy was largely responsible for the reaction known as the Gregorian reform. Subsequent events (from
1062 onwards) confirmed a shift in regional politics as the counts came to side with the Holy Roman
Emperors against the Rome of the reformers. In 1059, the papal-decree of Pope Nicholas II established new
rules for the papal election, therefore putting an end to the noble-papacy formula.
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Anatomy of Hell (French: Anatomie de l'enfer) is a 2004 arthouse film written and directed by Catherine
Breillat, based on her 2001 novel Pornocratie. According to Breillat, Anatomy of Hell is a "sequel" to
Romance.
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Marozia, born Maria and also known as Mariuccia or Mariozza (c. 890 – 937), was a Roman noblewoman
who was the alleged mistress of Pope Sergius III and was given the unprecedented titles senatrix
("senatoress") and patricia of Rome by Pope John X.

Edward Gibbon wrote of her that the "influence of two sister prostitutes, Marozia and Theodora was founded
on their wealth and beauty, their political and amorous intrigues: the most strenuous of their lovers were
rewarded with the Roman tiara, and their reign may have suggested to darker ages the fable of a female pope.
The bastard son, two grandsons, two great grandsons, and one great great grandson of Marozia—a rare
genealogy—were seated in the Chair of St. Peter." Pope John XIII was her nephew, the offspring of her
younger sister Theodora. From this description, the term "pornocracy" has become associated with the
effective rule in Rome of Theodora and her daughter Marozia through male surrogates.
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Pope Sergius III (c. 860 ? 14 April 911) was the bishop of Rome and nominal ruler of the Papal States from
29 January 904 to his death. He was pope during a period of violence and disorder in central Italy, when
warring aristocratic factions sought to use the material and military resources of the papacy. At the behest of
Theophylact I of Tusculum, Sergius seized the papal throne from Antipope Christopher, who in turn had
deposed Pope Leo V. Sergius' reign was subsequently marked by Theophylact's influence. As pope, Sergius
continued many ecclesiastical controversies of his predecessors, including conflict over Pope Formosus'
legacy, annulling all ordinations made by the late pope, and the filioque controversy with eastern patriarchs.
His pontificate was similarly marked by temporal conflicts, with Sergius' refusal to crown Berengar I of Italy
as Holy Roman Emperor, and his support of Byzantine Emperor Leo VI the Wise's fourth marriage. Sergius
also saw the restoration of the Lateran Palace.

Sergius III today is largely seen as an unscrupulous character as contemporary records had included a number
of accusations against him; Sergius III had reputedly ordered the murder of his two immediate predecessors,
Leo V and Christopher, and allegedly fathered an illegitimate son who later became pope, John XI. His
pontificate has been variously described as "dismal and disgraceful", and "efficient and ruthless".
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The Arrogant Sons of Bitches (commonly abbreviated as ASOB) was a 6-piece ska punk band from Long
Island and Baldwin, New York. The band was known for its strong DIY punk roots, self-releasing two
albums and two EPs. Their final album, Three Cheers For Disappointment, was released on Kill Normal
Records.

Frontman Jeff Rosenstock went on to found Quote Unquote Records, a donation-based record label, as well
as the band Bomb the Music Industry! Other members went on to join Jay Tea, Hello Nurse, Let Me Crazy,
and The Rocky Sullivans.
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Jeffrey Ernest Rosenstock (born September 7, 1982) is an American musician, multi-instrumentalist, singer
and songwriter from Long Island, New York. He is known for his former bands Bomb the Music Industry!
and The Arrogant Sons of Bitches, as well as for his work as a solo artist and as a composer for Craig of the
Creek. He is the founder of Quote Unquote Records, the first donation-based record label.
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Pornocrates, Pornokratès, La dame au cochon, or The Lady with the Pig is an 1878 painting by the Belgian
artist Félicien Rops. It is part of the collection of the Musée provincial Félicien Rops in Namur, Belgium.

The work is 75 cm high and 48 cm wide, executed in gouache and watercolor paint heightened with pastel on
paper. Reproductions of the work (soft-ground etchings, heliogravures and aquatints, sometimes colored) are
also held in other museum collections, such as the LACMA, the National Museum of Western Art and the
Rijksmuseum Amsterdam.
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