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various heroic and villainous incarnations of the character

Venom isthetitle of several American comic book series published by Marvel Comics focusing on the
various heroic and villainous incarnations of the character Venom, which have usually consisted of a human
host and amorphous alien being called a symbiote. The first incarnation of the character was the one created
by the third and current human host to the symbiote (the first two being Spider-Man and Tel-Kar), Eddie
Brock, and—since 2011—its fifth host, Flash Thompson. Beginning with Venom: Lethal Protector, eighteen
limited series following Brock's adventures were published monthly between February 1993 and January
1998. A monthly Venom series began publication in 2003, following a new character, Patricia Robertson,
and a clone of the original symbiote. The series concluded in 2004 after 18 issues. In 2011 another monthly
series, following the adventures of Flash Thompson, was launched. The series resumed with vol. 3, vol. 4,
and vol. 5 from 2016 to present.

Venom (character)
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books published by Marvel Comics. The character isa sentient

Venom, also known formally as " The Symbiote", is a character appearing in American comic books
published by Marvel Comics. The character is a sentient alien symbiote with an amorphous, liquid-like form,
who survives by bonding with a host, usually human. This dual-life form receives enhanced powers and
usually refersto itself as"Venom". The symbiote was originally introduced as aliving alien costume in The
Amazing Spider-Man #252 (May 1984), with afull first appearance as Venom in The Amazing Spider-Man
#300 (May 1988).

The Venom symbiote's first human host was Spider-Man himself, who eventually discovered its true
nefarious nature and separated himself from the creature in The Amazing Spider-Man #258 (November
1984)—with a brief rejoining five months later in Web of Spider-Man #1.

The symbiote went on to merge with other hosts, beginning with Eddie Brock, its second host, with whom it
first became Venom. Venom has endured as one of Spider-Man's most prominent villains, and was initially
regarded as one of his three archenemies, alongside the Green Goblin and Doctor Octopus. Since his debut
however, Venom has evolved into an antiheroic figure, slowly distancing himself from hisinitial goal to ruin
Spider-Man'slife to try and do good instead, even putting aside his differences with and helping Spider-Man
at times. In 1993, Venom would transition into having arole as an antihero vigilante in the Venom: Lethal
Protector comic book series.

After Brock, numerous other hosts for Venom followed, including the villain Mac Gargan, who was the main
incarnation of Venom from 2005 to 2009, and Flash Thompson, who became the superhero Agent Venom
from 2011 to 2016, before Venom returned to Brock in 2017, with Brock's biological son Dylan Brock
becoming Venom's next host in 2021. In All-New Venom in 2025, Dylan's foster mother Mary Jane "MJ'
Watson succeeds the Brocks as Venom's new host. Venom is also depicted as having spawned several
children—Scream, Lasher, Phage, Agony, Riot, Mania, Sleeper, and Carnage, the last of whom becomes
Venom's archenemy after bonding with serial killer Cletus Kasady.



A fan-favorite character and well-known figure in popular culture, Venom (primarily the Eddie Brock
incarnation) is the most recognizable Spider-Man antagonist not first introduced during the original
Lee/Ditko run. He has been featured in various media adaptations of Spider-Man over the years, including
feature films, television series and video games. The character was portrayed by Tobey Maguire and Topher
Grace in Spider-Man 3 (2007), with Tom Hardy primarily portraying the character in the Sony's Spider-Man
Universe films Venom (2018), Venom: Let There Be Carnage (2021), and Venom: The Last Dance (2024),
aswell as an uncredited post-credit scene appearance in the Marvel Cinematic Universe film Spider-Man: No
Way Home (2021).

The Eddie Brock incarnation of Venom is among Spider-Man's most famous rogues, and is regarded by
many as a dark reflection of the hero. Comics journalist and historian Mike Conroy writes of the character:
"What started out as a replacement costume for Spider-Man turned into one of the Marvel web-dinger's
greatest nightmares." Venom was rated 33rd on Empire's 50 Greatest Comic Book Characters, and ranked
22nd on IGN's 100 Greatest Comic Villains of All Time.
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Venom is a 2018 American superhero film based on the character from Marvel Comics. Thefirst filmin
Sony's Spider-Man Universe (SSU), it was directed by Ruben Fleischer from a screenplay by Jeff Pinkner,
Scott Rosenberg, and Kelly Marcel. It stars Tom Hardy as Eddie Brock and Venom, alongside Michelle
Williams, Riz Ahmed, Scott Haze, and Reid Scott. In the film, Eddie, a struggling journalist, gains
superpowers after becoming the host of Venom, an alien symbiote whose species plans to invade Earth.

Following Venom's appearance in Spider-Man 3 (2007), Sony Pictures attempted to devel op a spin-off film
based on the Venom character, which was stalled due to issues with the company's ongoing Spider-Man
franchise. In March 2016, work began on a new version that would start a new shared universe featuring the
non-Spider-Man Marvel characters that the studio possessed film rights to. Sony also originally intended for
the Venom film to share the world of the Marvel Cinematic Universe film Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017),
but ultimately distanced the film from Spider-Man. Sony's Columbia Pictures produced the filmin
association with Marvel Entertainment. In March 2017, Rosenberg and Pinkner were set to write, with
Fleischer and Hardy added in May; Marcel subsequently joined to rewrite the script. Filming took place from
October 2017 to January 2018 in Atlanta, New Y ork City, and San Francisco. The film was primarily
inspired by the comic book miniseries Venom: Lethal Protector (1993) and the story arc "Planet of the
Symbiotes" (1995). Ludwig Géransson was hired to compose the film's score, marking his second Marvel
film after Black Panther (2018).

Venom premiered at the Regency Village Theater on October 1, 2018, and was released in the United States
on October 5. Despite generally negative reviews from critics, Hardy's performance and his character's
relationship with Venom were praised, and the film became the seventh-highest-grossing film of 2018,
earning $856.1 million worldwide and setting several box office records for an October release. Two sequels
have been released: Venom: Let There Be Carnage (2021) and Venom: The Last Dance (2024).
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Venom: The Last Dance is a 2024 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character Venom. It
isthe sequel to Venom (2018) and Venom: Let There Be Carnage (2021), and the fifth film in Sony's Spider-
Man Universe (SSU). The film was written and directed by Kelly Marcel. It stars Tom Hardy as Eddie Brock
and Venom, alongside Chiwetel Ejiofor, Juno Temple, Rhys Ifans, Stephen Graham, Peggy Lu, and Alanna



Ubach. In the film, Eddie and VVenom are on the run from both of their worlds.

Hardy revealed in August 2018 that he was signed on to appear in athird Venom film and Sony Pictures
began development by December 2021 after the second film was released. Marcel and Hardy were writing
the script by June 2022, and Marcel was set to make her directorial debut with the film that October. New
cast members, including Ejiofor and Temple, joined in mid-2023 and filming began at the end of June 2023
in Spain. Production was halted the next month due to the 2023 SAG-AFTRA strike, and resumed that
November after the strike ended. The film was completed by the end of February 2024 and itstitle was
revealed a month later.

Venom: The Last Dance premiered at the Regal Times Square theater in New Y ork City on October 21,
2024, and was released in the United States on October 25. The film received mixed reviews from critics,
with criticism aimed at its convoluted story while Hardy's performance, the action sequences and visual
effects were praised. Despite being the lowest-grossing film in the trilogy, it was still abox office success,
grossing $478.9 million worldwide.
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Venom: Let There Be Carnageis a 2021 American superhero film featuring the Marvel Comics character
Venom. The sequel to Venom (2018) and the second film in Sony's Spider-Man Universe (SSU), it was
directed by Andy Serkis from a screenplay by Kelly Marcel. Tom Hardy stars as Eddie Brock and Venom
alongside Michelle Williams, Naomie Harris, Reid Scott, Stephen Graham, and Woody Harrelson. In the
film, Eddie and the alien symbiote Venom must face serial killer Cletus Kasady (Harrelson) after he becomes
the host of an offshoot of Venom named Carnage.

Venom was intended by Sony Pictures to be the start of a new shared universe, and plans for a sequel began
during production on the first film. Harrelson was cast to make a brief appearance as Cletus at the end of
Venom, with the intention of him becoming the villain Carnage in the sequel. Official work on the sequel
began in January 2019, with Hardy and Harrelson confirmed to return along with Marcel aswriter. Serkis
was hired as director that August, partly due to his experience working with computer-generated imagery
(CGl) and motion capture technology, which was an important part of portraying Venom and Carnage in the
film. Filming took place at L eavesden Studios in England from November 2019 to February 2020, with
additional filming in San Francisco in February. The title was announced in April 2020. Marco Beltrami was
hired to compose the film's score, replacing Ludwig Goransson from the previous film.

Venom: Let There Be Carnage premiered in London on September 14, 2021, and was theatrically released in
the United States on October 1, after multiple delays from an initial October 2020 date due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The film received mixed reviews from critics but was a box office success, grossing $506 million
worldwide and becoming the seventh-highest-grossing film of 2021. A sequel, Venom: The Last Dance, was
released on October 25, 2024.
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Edward Charles Allan "Eddie" Brock is a character appearing in American comic books published by Marvel
Comics. The character was created by David Michelinie and Todd McFarlane, making a cameo appearance
in Web of Spider-Man #18 (September 1986), before making his first full appearance in The Amazing
Spider-Man #300 (May 1988) as the most well-known host of the Venom symbiote. The character has since
appeared in many Marvel Comics publications, including Venom. He has endured as one of Spider-Man's
most prominent villains, and was initially regarded as one of his three archenemies, alongside the Green
Goblin and Doctor Octopus. He later evolved into an antihero, slowly distancing himself from hisinitial goal
to ruin Spider-Man's life to instead do good, even occasionally alying with Spider-Man.

In the original version of the story, Eddie Brock is ajournalist who publicly exposes the identity of a man he
believesisaseria killer, the Sin-Eater, only to find his reputation ruined when Spider-Man captures the real
killer. Disgraced and suicidal with agrowing irrational hatred for Spider-Man, Eddie comes into contact with
an alien symbiote, rejected by Peter Parker. The symbiote bonds with him and they become V enom, together
seeking out revenge against their mutual enemy. Though he repeatedly comes into conflict with Spider-Man,
he also attempts to operate as a hero, albeit a violent one, seeking to save those he deems "innocent” and
avoid any collateral damage in his clashes with Spider-Man. In 2008, after being separated from the Venom
symbiote, he serves as the anti-hero host of the Anti-Venom symbiote which is sacrificed to help cure the
"Spider-Island” epidemic during the 2011 storyline. In 2012, he was bonded to the Toxin symbiote, reuniting
with the Venom symbiote in 2016. While Eddie was originally a human with no powers, the Venom
symbiote suit bestows upon him arange of abilities including many of Spider-Man's powers, culminating in
him becoming a living symbiote and the King in Black at the conclusion of the event of the same name in
2021 (leaving his son Dylan to join up with Venom), and be stuck in atime loop with his future selves Tyro,
Wilde, Finnegan, Bedlam, Meridius, and The Eventuality forming the symbiote ruling council of the Kingsin
Black. On the loop's breakage, Eddie reconciles with and becomes the host of the Carnage symbiote, training
it as an anti-hero.

Debuting in the Modern Age of Comic Books, the character has featured in various Marvel-endorsed
products outside of comics, including feature films, animated television series, and video games; and
merchandise such as action figures, and trading cards. Topher Grace portrays Eddie Brock/Venom in Spider-
Man 3 (2007), while Tom Hardy portrays the character in Sony's Spider-Man Universe's films Venom
(2018), Venom: Let There Be Carnage (2021) and Venom: The Last Dance (2024) as well as a post-credits
scene in the Marvel Cinematic Universe film Spider-Man: No Way Home (2021).

One of Spider-Man's most famous rogues and a fan-favorite character, the Eddie Brock incarnation of
Venom was rated 33rd on the 50 Greatest Comic Book Characters by Empire, and ranked 22nd on IGN's list
of 100 Greatest Comic Villains of All Time. Comicsjournalist and historian Mike Conroy writes of the
character: "What started out as a replacement costume for Spider-Man turned into one of the Marvel web-
dlinger's greatest nightmares”.
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by Marvel Comics from February 1993 to July

Venom: Lethal Protector is a six-issue comic book limited series featuring the Eddie Brock Venom,
published by Marvel Comics from February 1993 to July 1993. It was written by David Michelinie and
illustrated mostly by Mark Bagley, although Ron Lim and series inker Sam Del.aRosa pencilled the last three
issues.



This marked the first time Eddie Brock received a seriesin which he was the main character, and showed
Venom's progression from avillain to an antihero. Lethal Protector would serve as the first limited seriesto
explore Eddie Brock's background before he became Venom.
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Anti-Venom s a fictional antihero appearing in Comic books published by Marvel Comics. It first appeared
in The Amazing Spider-Man #569 (August 2008)

Anti-Venom is afictional antihero appearing in Comic books published by Marvel Comics. It first appeared
in The Amazing Spider-Man #569 (August 2008), and was created by Dan Slott and John Romita Jr. The
creature belongs to arace of amorphous extraterrestrial parasites known as the Symbiotes and is regarded as
Venom's symbiotic brother. His physical features include white "skin", a black face, and spider symbol
across his chest.

Mac Gargan

Lydon of Newsarama named Mac Gargan one of the & quot; best Venom hosts of all time from comics.& quot;
Comic Book Resources referred to Mac Gargan as one of Spider-Man&#039;s

MacDonald "Mac" Gargan is a supervillain appearing in American comic books published by Marvel
Comics. Created by writer Stan Lee and artist Steve Ditko, the character first appeared in The Amazing
Spider-Man #19 (December 1964). Mac Gargan is a recurring antagonist of the superhero Peter Parker /
Spider-Man. He debuted as a private investigator hired by J. Jonah Jameson to learn how Peter Parker took
pictures of Spider-Man. In the following issue, Jameson decided to turn Gargan into a deadly adversary for
Spider-Man through a barely-tested procedure, which left Gargan with a scorpion-themed armor and the
predatory instincts of the arachnid. Driven insane by his mutation, Gargan instead turned to alife of crime as
the Scorpion, and went on to menace both Spider-Man and Jameson, who he held responsible for his
transformation. Since then, having finally removed the armor, Gargan has also served as the third host of the
Venom symbiote, and a member of the Dark Avengers as Spider-Man, but eventually returned to his
Scorpion adias asit kept him alive due to the strain both the neural-armors and symbiote put on his body.

Since his original introduction during the Silver Age of Comic Books, the character has been featured in
various other Marvel-licensed products, including feature films, television series, video games, and
merchandise. Michael Mando portrays the character in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) films Spider-
Man: Homecoming (2017) and Spider-Man: Brand New Day (2026), while an aternate version of the
character appeared in animated form in the Disney+ series Y our Friendly Neighborhood Spider-Man (2025).
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