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The Player's Handbook (spelled Players Handbook in first edition Advanced Dungeons & Dragons (AD&D),
abbreviated as PHB) is the name given to one of the core rulebooks in every edition of the fantasy role-
playing game Dungeons & Dragons (D&D). It does not contain the complete set of rules for the game, and
only includes rules for use by players of the game. Additional rules, for use by Dungeon Masters (DMs), who
referee the game, can be found in the Dungeon Master's Guide. Many optional rules, such as those governing
extremely high-level players, and some of the more obscure spells, are found in other sources.

Since the first edition, the Player's Handbook has contained tables and rules for creating characters, lists of
the abilities of the different character classes, the properties and costs of equipment, descriptions of spells
that magic-using character classes (such as wizards or clerics) can cast, and numerous other rules governing
gameplay. Both the Dungeon Master's Guide and the Player's Handbook give advice, tips, and suggestions
for various styles of play. For most editions of D&D, The Player's Handbook, Dungeon Master's Guide, and
Monster Manual make up the core rulebooks.
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The Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe is an encyclopedic guide which details the fictional universe
featured in Marvel Comics publications. The original 15-volume series was published in comic book format
in 1982, followed by sporadic updates.
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CP/M, originally standing for Control Program/Monitor and later Control Program for Microcomputers, is a
mass-market operating system created in 1974 for Intel 8080/85-based microcomputers by Gary Kildall of
Digital Research, Inc. CP/M is a disk operating system and its purpose is to organize files on a magnetic
storage medium, and to load and run programs stored on a disk. Initially confined to single-tasking on 8-bit
processors and no more than 64 kilobytes of memory, later versions of CP/M added multi-user variations and
were migrated to 16-bit processors.

CP/M's core components are the Basic Input/Output System (BIOS), the Basic Disk Operating System
(BDOS), and the Console Command Processor (CCP). The BIOS consists of drivers that deal with devices
and system hardware. The BDOS implements the file system and provides system services to applications.
The CCP is the command-line interpreter and provides some built-in commands.

CP/M eventually became the de facto standard and the dominant operating system for microcomputers, in
combination with the S-100 bus computers. This computer platform was widely used in business through the
late 1970s and into the mid-1980s. CP/M increased the market size for both hardware and software by greatly
reducing the amount of programming required to port an application to a new manufacturer's computer. An
important driver of software innovation was the advent of (comparatively) low-cost microcomputers running



CP/M, as independent programmers and hackers bought them and shared their creations in user groups.
CP/M was eventually displaced in popularity by DOS following the 1981 introduction of the IBM PC.
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The CRC Handbook of Chemistry and Physics is a comprehensive one-volume reference resource for science
research. First published in 1914, it is currently (as of 2024) in its 105th edition, published in 2024. It is
known colloquially among chemists as the "Rubber Bible", as CRC originally stood for "Chemical Rubber
Company".

As late as the 1962–1963 edition (3604 pages), the Handbook contained myriad information for every branch
of science and engineering. Sections in that edition include: Mathematics, Properties and Physical Constants,
Chemical Tables, Properties of Matter, Heat, Hygrometric and Barometric Tables, Sound, Quantities and
Units, and Miscellaneous. Mathematical Tables from Handbook of Chemistry and Physics was originally
published as a supplement to the handbook up to the 9th edition (1952); afterwards, the 10th edition (1956)
was published separately as CRC Standard Mathematical Tables. Earlier editions included sections such as
"Antidotes of Poisons", "Rules for Naming Organic Compounds", "Surface Tension of Fused Salts", "Percent
Composition of Anti-Freeze Solutions", "Spark-gap Voltages", "Greek Alphabet", "Musical Scales",
"Pigments and Dyes", "Comparison of Tons and Pounds", "Twist Drill and Steel Wire Gauges" and
"Properties of the Earth's Atmosphere at Elevations up to 160 Kilometers". Later editions focus almost
exclusively on chemistry and physics topics and eliminated much of the more "common" information.

CRC Press is a leading publisher of engineering handbooks and references and textbooks across virtually all
scientific disciplines.
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Economics handbooks are handbooks on subjects of economics. Such handbooks range in audience from the
general reader to the advanced student and professional economist.
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John Melville Allen (c. 1798 – February 12, 1847) was an American soldier and the first Mayor of
Galveston, Texas.

John Melville Allen was born in Kentucky. He enlisted in the United States Navy at an early age. He fought
in support of Greek independence from the Ottoman Empire after resigning from the Navy. The Lord Byron
died in Allen's presence at Missolonghi. He volunteered with the Texians, first with the Tampico Expedition
in 1835, and with the Texian Army after he returned from Mexico late in the year. He received a commission
as captain of an infantry unit and was a participant in the Battle of San Jacinto. He assumed command of a
naval ship after independence and headed a recruiting mission in the United States until his release from
service on December 2, 1836. The Republic of Texas granted to him a league and labor for his military
service.
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Allen was the first mayor of Galveston, Texas, and was elected for the post first in 1839. He was mayor for
three non-consecutive periods, his last term ending in 1846. He became a party to a charter war in 1840 when
he transported the Galveston archives to his home. He withstood a challenge by Samuel May Williams and
other persons with financial interests in the Galveston City Company. Allen commandeered two cannons to
guard his home and the municipal archives, though they were returned to the city and Allen resumed his term
as mayor.

Allen served as a United States Marshall from 1846 until his death the next year.
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The General Handbook: Serving in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is an on-line book of
instructions and policies for leaders and members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS
Church). The contents are prepared by the church's First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.
Along with the church's standard works (i.e., its scriptural canon), the General Handbook stands as the
preeminent policy and practice guide for the leaders of the LDS Church.
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Ross Shaw Sterling (February 11, 1875 – March 25, 1949) was an American politician who served as the
31st governor of Texas from 1931 to 1933.
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The Handbook of British Birds was a pioneering bird guide by H.F. Witherby, Rev. F.C.R. Jourdain, Norman
F. Ticehurst and Bernard W. Tucker, published in five volumes by H. F. & G. Witherby between 1938–1941.
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The Texas State Historical Association (TSHA) is an American nonprofit educational and research
organization dedicated to documenting the history of Texas. It was founded in Austin, Texas, United States,
on March 2, 1897. In November 2008, the TSHA moved its offices from Austin to the University of North
Texas in Denton, Texas. In 2015, the offices were relocated again to the University of Texas at Austin.
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