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The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an international financial institution and a specialized agency of
the United Nations, headquartered in Washington, D.C. It consists of 191 member countries, and its stated
mission is "working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international
trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world."
The IMF acts as a lender of last resort to its members experiencing actual or potential balance of payments
crises.

Established in July 1944 at the Bretton Woods Conference based on the ideas of Harry Dexter White and
John Maynard Keynes, the IMF came into formal existence in 1945 with 29 member countries and the goal
of reconstructing the international monetary system. For its first three decades, the IMF oversaw the Bretton
Woods system of fixed exchange rate arrangements. Following the collapse of this system in 1971, the
Fund's role shifted to managing balance-of-payments difficulties and international financial crises, becoming
a key institution in the era of globalization.

Through a quota system, countries contribute funds to a pool from which they can borrow if they experience
balance-of-payments problems; a country's quota also determines its voting power. As a condition for loans,
the IMF often requires borrowing countries to undertake policy reforms, known as structural adjustment. The
organization also provides technical assistance and economic surveillance of its members' economies.

The IMF's loan conditions have been widely criticized for imposing austerity measures that can hinder
economic recovery and harm the most vulnerable populations. Critics argue that the Fund's policies limit the
economic sovereignty of borrowing nations and that its governance structure is dominated by Western
countries, which hold a disproportionate share of voting power. The current managing director and
chairperson is Bulgarian economist Kristalina Georgieva, who has held the position since 1 October 2019.

Globalization

indicators such as GDP and GNI that do not accurately reflect the growing disparities in wealth.
Additionally, Oxfam International argues that poor people are

Globalization is the process of increasing interdependence and integration among the economies, markets,
societies, and cultures of different countries worldwide. This is made possible by the reduction of barriers to
international trade, the liberalization of capital movements, the development of transportation, and the
advancement of information and communication technologies. The term globalization first appeared in the
early 20th century (supplanting an earlier French term mondialisation). It developed its current meaning
sometime in the second half of the 20th century, and came into popular use in the 1990s to describe the
unprecedented international connectivity of the post–Cold War world.

The origins of globalization can be traced back to the 18th and 19th centuries, driven by advances in
transportation and communication technologies. These developments increased global interactions, fostering
the growth of international trade and the exchange of ideas, beliefs, and cultures. While globalization is
primarily an economic process of interaction and integration, it is also closely linked to social and cultural



dynamics. Additionally, disputes and international diplomacy have played significant roles in the history and
evolution of globalization, continuing to shape its modern form. Though many scholars place the origins of
globalization in modern times, others trace its history to long before the European Age of Discovery and
voyages to the New World, and some even to the third millennium BCE. Large-scale globalization began in
the 1820s, and in the late 19th century and early 20th century drove a rapid expansion in the connectivity of
the world's economies and cultures. The term global city was subsequently popularized by sociologist Saskia
Sassen in her work The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo (1991).

Economically, globalization involves goods, services, data, technology, and the economic resources of
capital. The expansion of global markets liberalizes the economic activities of the exchange of goods and
funds. Removal of cross-border trade barriers has made the formation of global markets more feasible.
Advances in transportation, like the steam locomotive, steamship, jet engine, and container ships, and
developments in telecommunication infrastructure such as the telegraph, the Internet, mobile phones, and
smartphones, have been major factors in globalization and have generated further interdependence of
economic and cultural activities around the globe.

Between 1990 and 2010, globalization progressed rapidly, driven by the information and communication
technology revolution that lowered communication costs, along with trade liberalization and the shift of
manufacturing operations to emerging economies (particularly China). In 2000, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) identified four basic aspects of globalization: trade and transactions, capital and investment
movements, migration and movement of people, and the dissemination of knowledge. Globalizing processes
affect and are affected by business and work organization, economics, sociocultural resources, and the
natural environment. Academic literature commonly divides globalization into three major areas: economic
globalization, cultural globalization, and political globalization.

Proponents of globalization point to economic growth and broader societal development as benefits, while
opponents claim globalizing processes are detrimental to social well-being due to ethnocentrism,
environmental consequences, and other potential drawbacks.

International reactions to the Gaza war

deadly strike on a hospital in Gaza, which they described as “genocide” and urged the international
community to impose an immediate halt to the violence

On 7 October 2023, a large escalation of the Gaza–Israel conflict began with a coordinated offensive by
multiple Palestinian militant groups against Israel. A number of countries, including many of Israel's Western
allies, such as the United States and a number of European countries, condemned the attacks by Hamas,
expressed solidarity for Israel and stated that Israel has a right to defend itself from armed attacks, while
countries of the Muslim world (including the Axis of Resistance) have expressed support for the Palestinians,
blaming the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories as being the root cause for the escalation of
violence. The events prompted several world leaders to announce their intention to visit Israel, including US
President Joe Biden, French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, and British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.

Numerous countries called for a ceasefire and de-escalation. International organizations, student
organizations, charities, ecumenical Christian organizations, and Jewish and Islamic groups commented on
the situation. On 27 October 2023, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution calling for an
immediate and sustained humanitarian truce and cessation of hostilities, adopted by a vote of 121 states to 14,
with 44 abstentions. As of 13 November 2024, Belize, Bolivia, Colombia, and Nicaragua have severed
diplomatic relations with Israel, while Bahrain, Chad, Chile, Honduras, Jordan, South Africa and Turkey
have recalled their ambassadors from Israel, citing Israeli actions during the war.

World Economic Forum
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the former executive director of the anti-poverty confederation Oxfam International co-chaired the 2015
meeting, where she presented a critical report

The World Economic Forum (WEF) is an international advocacy non-governmental organization and think
tank, based in Cologny, Canton of Geneva, Switzerland. It was founded on 24 January 1971 by German
engineer Klaus Schwab.

The foundation's stated mission is "improving the state of the world by engaging business, political,
academic, and other leaders of society to shape global, regional, and industry agendas".

The foundation is mostly funded by its 1,000 member multi-national companies.

The WEF is mostly known for its annual meeting at the end of January in Davos, a mountain resort in the
canton of Graubünden, in the eastern Alps region of Switzerland. The meeting brings together some 3,000
paying members and selected participants – among whom are investors, business leaders, political leaders,
economists, celebrities and journalists – for up to five days to discuss global issues across 500 sessions.

Aside from Davos, the organization convenes regional conferences, it produces a series of reports, engages
its members in sector-specific initiatives and provides a platform for leaders from selected stakeholder groups
to collaborate on projects and initiatives.

The World Economic Forum and its annual meeting in Davos have received criticism over the years,
including allegations of the organization's corporate capture of global and democratic institutions,
institutional whitewashing initiatives, the public cost of security, the organization's tax-exempt status, unclear
decision processes and membership criteria, a lack of financial transparency, and the environmental footprint
of its annual meetings.

Rohingya genocide

criticism internationally and it also generated serious concerns about the human rights issues which were
relevant to it. International communities and human

The Rohingya genocide is a series of ongoing persecutions and killings of the Muslim Rohingya people by
the Tatmadaw (armed forces of Myanmar). The genocide has consisted of two phases to date: the first was a
military crackdown that occurred from October 2016 to January 2017, and the second has been occurring
since August 2017. From 2024 onward, the Arakan Army has also been accused of participating in abuses
against the population, particularly in areas under its control. The crisis forced over a million Rohingya to
flee to other countries. Most fled to Bangladesh, resulting in the creation of the world's largest refugee camp,
while others escaped to India, Thailand, Malaysia, and other parts of South and Southeast Asia, where they
continue to face persecution. Several countries consider these events ethnic cleansing.

The persecution of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar dates back to at least the 1970s. Since then, the Rohingya
people have been persecuted on a regular basis by the government and Buddhist nationalists. In late 2016,
Myanmar's armed forces and police launched a major crackdown against the people in Rakhine State which
is located in the country's northwestern region. The Burmese military was accused of committing ethnic
cleansing and genocide by various United Nations agencies, International Criminal Court officials, human
rights groups, journalists, and governments. The UN found evidence of wide-scale human rights violations,
including extrajudicial killings; summary executions; gang rapes; arson of Rohingya villages, businesses, and
schools; and infanticides. At least 6,700 Rohingya were killed in the first month of attacks, between 25
August and 24 September 2017. The Burmese government dismissed these findings by stating they are
"exaggerations". Using statistical extrapolations which were based on surveys which were conducted with a
total of 3,321 Rohingya refugee households in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, a study which was conducted in
January 2018 estimated that the military and the local Rakhine population killed at least 25,000 Rohingya
people and perpetrated gang rapes and other forms of sexual violence against 18,000 Rohingya women and
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girls. They estimated that 116,000 Rohingya were beaten, and 36,000 were thrown into fires.

The military operations displaced a large number of people, triggering a refugee crisis. The largest wave of
Rohingya refugees fled Myanmar in 2017, resulting in the largest human exodus in Asia since the Vietnam
War. According to UN reports, over 700,000 people fled or were driven out of Rakhine State, and took
shelter in neighbouring Bangladesh as refugees as of September 2018. In December 2017, two Reuters
journalists who were covering the Inn Din massacre were arrested and imprisoned. Foreign Secretary Myint
Thu told reporters Myanmar was prepared to accept 2,000 Rohingya refugees from camps in Bangladesh in
November 2018. Subsequently, in November 2017, the governments of Bangladesh and Myanmar signed a
deal to facilitate the return of Rohingya refugees to Rakhine State within two months, which drew mixed
responses from international onlookers. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet,
visited Bangladesh and the Rohingya camps near the border with Myanmar in early August 2022. Reports
covered that Bangladesh's Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina asked the refugees to return to Myanmar. However,
the UN addressed that repatriation needs to be conducted in a voluntary and dignified manner, and when the
conditions on the border and also in Myanmar are safe for the process. In late August 2022, the UN special
envoy held another discussion with Bangladesh leaders, acknowledging the major pressures as a host
country. At the same time, the UN emphasized the importance of engaging the Rohingya in direct
discussions and decisions making processes about their future and for minimizing marginalization.

The 2016 military crackdown on the Rohingya people was condemned by the UN (which cited possible
"crimes against humanity"), Amnesty International, the U.S. Department of State, and the governments of
Bangladesh and Malaysia. The Burmese leader and State Counsellor (de facto head of government) and
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi was criticised for her inaction and silence over the issue and
did little to prevent military abuses. Myanmar also drew criticism for the prosecutions of journalists under
her leadership.

The August 2017 persecution was launched in response to Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army attacks on
Myanmar border posts. It has been labeled ethnic cleansing and genocide by various UN agencies, ICC
officials, human rights groups, and governments. The UN described the persecution as "a textbook example
of ethnic cleansing". In late September 2017, a seven-member panel of the Permanent Peoples' Tribunal
found the Burmese military and authority guilty of the crime of genocide against the Rohingya and the
Kachin minority groups. Suu Kyi was again criticised for her silence over the issue and for supporting the
military actions. In August 2018, the office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights declared that
Burmese military generals should be tried for genocide. On 23 January 2020, the International Court of
Justice ordered Myanmar to prevent genocidal violence against its Rohingya minority and to preserve
evidence of past attacks.

Women's empowerment

women do not have a particular curfew they must follow. The UN came out with a set of goals called the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to help make

Women's empowerment (or female empowerment) may be defined in several method, including accepting
women's viewpoints, making an effort to seek them and raising the status of women through education,
awareness, literacy, equal status in society, better livelihood and training. Women's empowerment equips and
allows women to make life-determining decisions through the different societal problems. They may have the
opportunity to re-define gender roles or other such roles, which allow them more freedom to pursue desired
goals.

Women's empowerment has become a significant topic of discussion in development and economics.
Economic empowerment allows women to control and benefit from resources, assets, and income. It also aids
in the ability to manage risks and improve women's well-being. It can result in approaches to support
trivialized genders in a particular political or social context. While often interchangeably used, the more
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comprehensive concept of gender empowerment concerns people of any gender, stressing the distinction
between biological and gender as a role. Women empowerment helps boost women's status through literacy,
education, training and awareness creation. Furthermore, women's empowerment refers to women's ability to
make strategic life choices that were previously denied them.

Nations, businesses, communities and groups may benefit from implementing programs and policies that
adopt the notion of female empowerment. Women's empowerment enhances the quality and the quantity of
human resources available for development. Empowerment is one of the main procedural concerns when
addressing human rights and development.

Women's empowerment is key to economic and social outcomes. Benefits from projects that empower
women are higher than those that just mainstream gender. More than half of bilateral finance for agriculture
and rural development already mainstreams gender, but only 6 percent treats gender as fundamental. If half
of small-scale producers benefited from development interventions that focused on empowering women, it
would significantly raise the incomes of an additional 58 million people and increase the resilience of an
additional 235 million people.

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), increasing women's empowerment is essential
for women's well-being (Women for Women's problems) and has a positive impact on agricultural
production, food security, diets and child nutrition.

Several principles define women's empowerment, such as, for one to be empowered, one must come from a
position of disempowerment. They must acquire empowerment rather than have it given to them by an
external party. Other studies have found that empowerment definitions entail people having the capability to
make important decisions in their lives while also being able to act on them. Empowerment and
disempowerment are relative to each other at a previous time; empowerment is a process rather than a
product.

Scholars have identified two forms of empowerment: economic empowerment and political empowerment.

Casualties of the Gaza war

bin Jassim Al Thani criticized the international community for &quot;acting as if the lives of Palestinian
children do not count&quot;. In a statement, UNICEF regional

As of 30 July 2025, over 63,000 people (61,805 Palestinians and 1,983 Israelis) have been reported killed in
the Gaza war according to the Gaza Health Ministry (GHM) and Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well
as 217 journalists and media workers, 120 academics, and over 224 humanitarian aid workers, a number that
includes 179 employees of UNRWA. Scholars have estimated 80% of Palestinians killed are civilians. A
study by OHCHR, which verified fatalities from three independent sources, found that 70% of the
Palestinians killed in residential buildings or similar housing were women and children.

The majority of casualties have been in the Gaza Strip. The GHM total casualty count is the number of deaths
directly caused by the war. The demographic breakdown is a subset of those individually identified. On 17
September 2024, the GHM published the names, gender and birth date of 34,344 individual Palestinians
whose identities were confirmed and continues to attempt to identify all casualties. The GHM count does not
include those who have died from "preventable disease, malnutrition and other consequences of the war". An
analysis by the Gaza Health Projections Working Group predicted thousands of excess deaths from disease
and birth complications.

In January 2025, a peer-reviewed analysis of deaths in the Gaza war between October 2023 and 30 June 2024
was published in The Lancet. The paper estimated 64,260 deaths from traumatic injury during this period,
and likely exceeding 70,000 by October 2024, with 59.1% of them being women, children and the elderly. It
concluded that the GHM undercounted trauma-related deaths by 41% in its report, and also noted that its
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findings "underestimate the full impact of the military operation in Gaza, as they do not account for non-
trauma-related deaths resulting from health service disruption, food insecurity, and inadequate water and
sanitation." A comparable figure for May 2025 would be 93,000 (77,000 to 109,000), representing 4–5% of
Gaza's pre-war population.

A survey by PCPSR reported showed over 60% of Gazans have lost family members since the war began.
Thousands of more dead bodies are thought to be under the rubble of destroyed buildings. The number of
injured is greater than 100,000; Gaza has the most amputated children per capita in the world.

The 7 October attacks on Israel killed 1,195 people, including 815 civilians. Casualties have also occurred in
other parts of Israel, as well as in southern Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, and Iran.

Bruderhof Communities

shelter for those in need of help. They are active supporters of various international aid organizations, such
as Oxfam, Save the Children, Tearfund,

The Bruderhof (; German for 'place of brothers') is a communal Anabaptist Christian movement that was
founded in Germany in 1920 by Eberhard Arnold. The movement has communities in the United States, the
United Kingdom, Germany, Austria, Paraguay, and Australia. The Bruderhof practises believer's baptism,
non-violence and peacemaking, common ownership, the proclamation of the gospel, and lifelong faithfulness
in marriage. The Bruderhof is an intentional community as defined by the Fellowship for Intentional
Community.

The communities are best known by the name "Bruderhof" or sometimes "Bruderhof Communities",
although "Bruderhof" is the name used on their website. The communities are legally incorporated in the US
as Church Communities International. Their corporation used to be called The Society of Brothers (1939 to
1978). Bruderhof maintained connections with the traditional Hutterite Brethren, from which they broke in
1995. The word "Bruderhof" was first used by the early Anabaptists in Moravia. As of 2024, there are 24
Bruderhof communities.

Panama Papers

Raymond C. Offenheiser, president of Oxfam America, &quot;depriving governments, rich and poor, of the
resources they need to provide vital public services

The Panama Papers (Spanish: Papeles de Panamá) are 11.5 million leaked documents (or 2.6 terabytes of
data) published beginning April 3, 2016. The papers detail financial and attorney–client information for more
than 214,488 offshore entities. These documents, some dating back to the 1970s, were created by, and taken
from, the former Panamanian offshore law firm and corporate service provider Mossack Fonseca, and
compiled with similar leaks into a searchable database.

The documents contain personal financial information about wealthy individuals and public officials
previously private. Their publication made it possible to prosecute Jan Marsalek, a person of interest to a
number of European governments and revealed his links with Russian intelligence, and international
financial fraudster Harald Joachim von der Goltz. While offshore business entities are legal (see Offshore
Magic Circle), reporters found that some of the Mossack Fonseca shell corporations were used for illegal
purposes, including fraud, tax evasion, and evading international sanctions.

"John Doe", the whistleblower who leaked the documents to German journalist Bastian Obermayer from the
newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung (SZ), remains anonymous, even to the journalists who worked on the
investigation. "My life is in danger", the whistleblower told them. In a May 6, 2016, document, Doe cited
income inequality as the reason for the action and said the documents were leaked "simply because I
understood enough about their contents to realize the scale of the injustices they described". Doe had never
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worked for any government or intelligence agency and expressed willingness to help prosecutors if granted
immunity from prosecution. After SZ verified that the statement did in fact come from the source for the
Panama Papers, the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) posted the full document on
its website.

SZ asked the ICIJ for help because of the data involved. Journalists from 107 media organizations in 80
countries analyzed documents detailing the operations of the law firm. After more than a year of analysis, the
first news stories were published on April 3, 2016, along with 150 of the documents themselves. The project
represents an important milestone in the use of data journalism software tools and mobile collaboration.

The documents were dubbed the Panama Papers because of the country they were leaked from. Still, the
Panamanian government, as well as other entities in Panama and elsewhere, expressed strong objections to
the name over concerns that it would tarnish the government's and country's image worldwide. Some media
outlets covering the story have used the name "Mossack Fonseca papers".

In June 2024, a judge in Panama acquitted all former Mossack Fonseca employees, including the two
founders, due to insufficient evidence and problems with the chain of custody of evidence.

International Women's Day

poverty with Oxfam&#039;s International Women&#039;s Day award. On the occasion of International
Women&#039;s Day 2012, the ICRC called for more action to help the mothers

International Women's Day (IWD) is celebrated on 8 March, commemorating women's fight for equality and
liberation along with the women's rights movement. International Women's Day gives focus to issues such as
gender equality, reproductive rights, and violence and abuse against women. Spurred by the universal female
suffrage movement, International Women's Day originated from labor movements in Europe and North
America during the early 20th century.

The earliest version reported was a "Woman's Day" organized by the Socialist Party of America in New York
City on 28 February 1909. In solidarity with them, communist activist and politician Clara Zetkin proposed
the celebration of "Working Women's Day", approved at the 1910 International Socialist Women's
Conference in Copenhagen, albeit with no set date; the following year saw the first demonstrations and
commemorations of International Women's Day across Europe. Vladimir Lenin declared 8 March as
International Women's Day in 1922 to honour the women's role in the 1917 Russian Revolution; it was
subsequently celebrated on that date by the socialist movement and communist countries. The holiday was
promoted by the United Nations in 1977.

International Women's Day is a public holiday in several countries.

The UN observes the holiday in connection with a particular issue, campaign, or theme in women's rights.
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