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Napoleon Bonaparte (born Napoleone di Buonaparte; 15 August 1769 — 5 May 1821), later known by his
regnal name Napoleon |, was a French general and statesman who rose to prominence during the French
Revolution and led a series of military campaigns across Europe during the French Revolutionary and
Napoleonic Wars from 1796 to 1815. He led the French Republic as First Consul from 1799 to 1804, then
ruled the French Empire as Emperor of the French from 1804 to 1814, and briefly again in 1815. He was
King of Italy from 1805 to 1814 and Protector of the Confederation of the Rhine from 1806 to 1813.

Born on theisland of Corsicato afamily of Italian origin, Napoleon moved to mainland Francein 1779 and
was commissioned as an officer in the French Royal Army in 1785. He supported the French Revolution in
1789 and promoted its cause in Corsica. He rose rapidly through the ranks after winning the siege of Toulon
in 1793 and defeating royalist insurgents in Parison 13 Vendémiaire in 1795. In 1796 he commanded a
military campaign against the Austrians and their Italian aliesin the War of the First Coalition, scoring
decisive victories and becoming a national hero. He led an invasion of Egypt and Syriain 1798 which served
as a springboard to political power. In November 1799 Napoleon engineered the Coup of 18 Brumaire
against the French Directory and became First Consul of the Republic. He won the Battle of Marengo in
1800, which secured France's victory in the War of the Second Coalition, and in 1803 he sold the territory of
Louisianato the United States. In December 1804 Napoleon crowned himself Emperor of the French, further
expanding his power.

The breakdown of the Treaty of Amiens|led to the War of the Third Coalition by 1805. Napoleon shattered
the coalition with a decisive victory at the Battle of Austerlitz, which led to the dissolution of the Holy
Roman Empire. In the War of the Fourth Coalition, Napoleon defeated Prussia at the Battle of
Jena—Auerstedt in 1806, marched his Grande Armée into Eastern Europe, and defeated the Russiansin 1807
at the Battle of Friedland. Seeking to extend his trade embargo against Britain, Napoleon invaded the Iberian
Peninsula and installed his brother Joseph as King of Spain in 1808, provoking the Peninsular War. In 1809
the Austrians again challenged France in the War of the Fifth Coalition, in which Napoleon solidified his grip
over Europe after winning the Battle of Wagram. In the summer of 1812 he launched an invasion of Russia,
briefly occupying Moscow before conducting a catastrophic retreat of his army that winter. In 1813 Prussia
and Austriajoined Russiain the War of the Sixth Coalition, in which Napoleon was decisively defeated at
the Battle of Leipzig. The coalition invaded France and captured Paris, forcing Napoleon to abdicate in April
1814. They exiled him to the Mediterranean island of Elba and restored the Bourbons to power. Ten months
later, Napoleon escaped from Elba on a brig, landed in France with a thousand men, and marched on Paris,
again taking control of the country. His opponents responded by forming a Seventh Coalition, which defeated
him at the Battle of Waterloo in June 1815. Napoleon was exiled to the remote island of Saint Helenain the
South Atlantic, where he died of stomach cancer in 1821, aged 51.

Napoleon is considered one of the greatest military commandersin history, and Napoleonic tactics are still
studied at military schools worldwide. His legacy endures through the modernizing legal and administrative
reforms he enacted in France and Western Europe, embodied in the Napoleonic Code. He established a
system of public education, abolished the vestiges of feudalism, emancipated Jews and other religious
minorities, abolished the Spanish Inquisition, enacted the principle of equality before the law for an emerging
middle class, and centralized state power at the expense of religious authorities. His conquests acted as a
catalyst for political change and the development of nation states. However, he is controversial because of his
role in wars which devastated Europe, his looting of conquered territories, and his mixed record on civil



rights. He abolished the free press, ended directly elected representative government, exiled and jailed critics
of hisregime, reinstated slavery in France's colonies except for Haiti, banned the entry of black people and
mulattos into France, reduced the civil rights of women and children in France, reintroduced a hereditary
monarchy and nobility, and violently repressed popular uprisings against hisrule.
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Napoleon |11 (Charles-Louis Napoléon Bonaparte; 20 April 1808 — 9 January 1873) was President of France
from 1848 to 1852 and then Emperor of the French from 1852 until his deposition in 1870. He was the first
president, second emperor, and last monarch of France.

Prior to hisreign, Napoleon |11 was known as Louis Napoleon Bonaparte. He was born at the height of the
First French Empire in the Tuileries Palace at Paris, the son of Louis Bonaparte, King of Holland (r.
1806-1810), and Hortense de Beauharnais, and paternal nephew of the reigning Emperor Napoleon |. It
would only be two months following his birth that he, in accordance with Napoleon I's dynastic naming
policy, would be bestowed the name of Charles-L ouis Napoleon, however, shortly thereafter, Charles was
removed from his name. Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was the first and only president of the French Second
Republic, elected in 1848. He seized power by force in 1851 when he could not constitutionally be re-elected.
He later proclaimed himself Emperor of the French and founded the Second Empire, reigning until the defeat
of the French Army and his capture by Prussiaand its allies at the Battle of Sedan in 1870.

Napoleon |11 was a popular monarch who oversaw the modernization of the French economy and filled Paris
with new boulevards and parks. He expanded the French colonial empire, made the French merchant navy
the second largest in the world, and personally engaged in two wars. Maintaining leadership for 22 years, he
was the longest-reigning French head of state since the fall of the Ancien Régime, although his reign would
ultimately end upon his surrender to Otto von Bismarck and Wilhelm | on 2 September 1870.

Napoleon 11 commissioned a grand reconstruction of Paris carried out by the prefect of Seine, Georges-
Eugéne Haussmann. He expanded and consolidated the railway system throughout the nation and modernized
the banking system. Napoleon promoted the building of the Suez Canal and established modern agriculture,
which ended famines in France and made the country an agricultural exporter. He negotiated the 1860
Cobden—Chevalier Free Trade Agreement with Britain and similar agreements with France's other European
trading partners. Social reforms included giving French workers the right to strike and the right to organize,
and the right for women to be admitted to university.

In foreign policy, Napoleon |11 aimed to reassert French influence in Europe and around the world. In
Europe, he allied with Britain and defeated Russia in the Crimean War (1853-1856). His regime assisted
Italian unification by defeating the Austrian Empire in the Second Italian War of Independence and later
annexed Savoy and Nice through the Treaty of Turin asits deferred reward. At the same time, his forces
defended the Papal States against annexation by Italy. He was also favourable towards the 1859 union of the
Danubian Principalities, which resulted in the establishment of the United Principalities of Moldavia and
Wallachia. Napoleon doubled the area of the French colonial empire with expansions in Asia, the Pacific, and
Africa. On the other hand, the intervention in Mexico, which aimed to create a Second Mexican Empire
under French protection, ended in total failure.

From 1866, Napoleon had to face the mounting power of Prussia asits minister president Otto von Bismarck
sought German unification under Prussian leadership. In July 1870, Napoleon reluctantly declared war on
Prussia after pressure from the general public. The French Army was rapidly defeated, and Napoleon was
captured at Sedan. He was swiftly dethroned and the Third Republic was proclaimed in Paris. After he was
released from German custody, he went into exile in England, where he died in 1873.
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Napoleon is a 2023 epic historical war film co-produced and directed by Ridley Scott from a screenplay by
David Scarpa. Based on the life of Napoleon and primarily depicting hisrise to power, aswell as his
relationship with his wife, Joséphine, it stars Joaquin Phoenix as Napoleon and Vanessa Kirby as Joséphine.

In October 2020, Scott announced Napoleon as his next project. Following delays and recastings due to the
CQOVID-19 pandemic, filming began in February 2022 in England, lasting several months. In addition to
writer David Scarpa, frequent Scott collaborators included cinematographer Dariusz Wolski and editor Claire
Simpson.

Napoleon premiered at Salle Pleyel in Paris on November 14, 2023, and was released in the United States
and United Kingdom on November 22 by Columbia Pictures (via Sony Pictures Releasing) before streaming
on Apple TV+ on March 1, 2024. The film grossed $221.4 million worldwide and received mixed reviews
from critics, who praised the battle sequences and performances but criticized its uneven tone, rushed pacing,
and lack of historical accuracy. At the 96th Academy Awards, the film received nominations for Best
Production Design, Best Costume Design, and Best Visual Effects.
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Napoleon I's exile to St. Helena encompasses the final six years of the deposed emperor's life, commencing
with his second abdication at the end of the Hundred Days, which had concluded with his defeat at the Battle
of Waterloo.

Upon reaching Rochefort, Napoleon | was unable to travel to the United States as he had wished. The British
government had decided to imprison him and deport him to the island of Saint Helena, situated in the middle
of the Atlantic Ocean, with the intention of ensuring that he could no longer "disturb the peace of the world."
He died there on May 5, 1821.
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The Napoleon complex, also known as Napoleon syndrome and short-man syndrome, is a purported
condition normally attributed to men of short stature or dwarfism, with overly aggressive or domineering
social behavior. It implies that such behavior isto compensate for the subject's physical or social
shortcomings. Both commonly and in psychology, the Napoleon complex is regarded as a derogatory social
stereotype. The Napoleon complex is named after Napoleon Bonaparte, the first emperor of the French, who
was estimated to have been 5 feet 2 inches tall (in pre-metric system French measures), which equals around
1.67 metres, or just under 5 feet 6 inchesin imperial measure.
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During the time of Napoleon Bonaparte, it was customary to cast a death mask of a great leader who had
recently died. A mixture of wax or plaster was placed over Napoleon's face and removed after the form had
hardened. From this impression, subsequent copies were cast. Much mystery and controversy surrounds the
origins and whereabouts of the most original cast moulds. There are only four genuine bronze death masks
known to exist.
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Napoléon-L ouis Bonaparte (11 October 1804 — 17 March 1831) was King of Holland for |ess than two weeks
in July 1810 as Louis Il (Dutch: Lodewijk 11). He was a son of Louis Bonaparte (King Louis ) and Queen
Hortense. His father was the younger brother of Napoleon | of France who ruled the Napoleonic Kingdom of
Holland from 1806 to 1810. His mother was the daughter of Josephine de Beauharnais, Napoleon's first wife.
His younger brother, Louis-Napoléon, became Emperor of the French in 1852 as Napoleon I11.
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Victor, Prince Napoléon, titular 3rd Prince of Montfort (Napoléon Victor Jérdme Frédéric Bonaparte; 18 July
1862 — 3 May 1926), was the Bonapartist pretender to the French throne from 1879 until his death in 1926.
He was known as Napoléon V by those who supported his claim.
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Charles, Prince Napoléon (born Charles Marie Jéréme Victor Napoléon; 19 October 1950) is a French
politician who is the disputed head of the Imperial House of France and, as such, heir to the legacy of his
great-great-granduncle, Emperor Napoléon I.

Other Bonapartists consider his son, Jean-Christophe, to be the current head of the house and heir. Charles
would be known as Napoleon VII.
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Napoleon I, Emperor of the French, has become aworldwide cultural icon generally associated with tactical
brilliance, ambition, and political power. His distinctive features and costume have made him avery
recognisable figure in popular culture.

Few men in human history have elicited both as much hatred and admiration, and have divided opinion so
much. From the beginnings of his military and political career, by seizing power through the coup of 18
Brumaire (1799), Napoleon inscribed himself in the grand historical narrative of modernity and in the
memory of men through a tumultuous and exceptional destiny. His meteoric rise, initially achieved through
victorious military conquests, the unprecedented scale of hisfinal defeats, aswell as histwo exiles, have
made this major figure in the history of France and Europe alegendary character.
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He has been portrayed in many works of fiction, his depiction varying greatly with the author's perception of
the historical character. On the one hand, Napoleon has become a worldwide cultural icon who symbolises
military genius and political power. For example, in the 1927 film Napoléon, young general Bonaparte is
portrayed as a heroic visionary. On the other hand, he has often been reduced to a stock character and has
frequently been depicted as a short and " petty tyrant”, sometimes comically so.
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