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Seveneves is a science fiction novel by Neal Stephenson published in 2015. The story tells of the desperate
efforts to preserve Homo sapiens in the wake of apocalyptic events on Earth after the unexplained
disintegration of the Moon and the remaking of human society as a space-based civilization after a severe
genetic bottleneck.
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Neal Town Stephenson (born October 31, 1959) is an American writer known for his works of speculative
fiction. His novels have been categorized as science fiction, historical fiction, cyberpunk, and baroque.

Stephenson's work explores mathematics, cryptography, linguistics, philosophy, currency, and the history of
science. He also writes nonfiction articles about technology in publications such as Wired. He has written
novels with his uncle, George Jewsbury ("J. Frederick George"), under the collective pseudonym Stephen
Bury.

Stephenson has worked part-time as an advisor for Blue Origin, a company (founded by Jeff Bezos)
developing a spacecraft and a space launch system, and also co-founded the Subutai Corporation, whose first
offering is the interactive fiction project The Mongoliad. He was Magic Leap's Chief Futurist from 2014 to
2020.

Kinetic bombardment

000-ton projectile at anywhere between 0.4% and 25% the speed of light. In Seveneves (2015) by Neal
Stephenson, kinetic orbital bombardment occurs as a natural

A kinetic bombardment or a kinetic orbital strike is the hypothetical act of attacking a planetary surface with
an inert kinetic projectile from orbit (orbital bombardment), where the destructive power comes from the
kinetic energy of the projectile impacting at very high speeds. The concept originated during the Cold War.

Typical depictions of the tactic are of a satellite containing a magazine of tungsten rods and a directional
thrust system. When a strike is ordered, the launch vehicle brakes one of the rods out of its orbit and into a
suborbital trajectory that intersects the target. The rods would typically be shaped to minimize air resistance
and thus maximize velocity upon impact.

The kinetic bombardment has the advantage of being able to deliver projectiles from a very high angle at a
very high speed, making them extremely difficult to defend against. In addition, projectiles would not require
explosive warheads, and—in the simplest designs—would consist entirely of solid metal rods, giving rise to
the common nickname "rods from God". Disadvantages include the technical difficulties of ensuring
accuracy and the high costs of positioning ammunition in orbit.

Kessler syndrome



Syndrome on steroids that defies physics&quot;. Neal Stephenson&#039;s 2015 novel Seveneves begins with
the unexplained explosion of the Moon into seven large pieces

The Kessler syndrome, also known as the Kessler effect, collisional cascading, or ablation cascade, is a
scenario proposed by NASA scientists Donald J. Kessler and Burton G. Cour-Palais in 1978. It describes a
situation in which the density of objects in low Earth orbit (LEO) becomes so high due to space pollution that
collisions between these objects cascade, exponentially increasing the amount of space debris over time. This
proliferation of debris poses significant risks to satellites, space missions, and the International Space Station,
potentially rendering certain orbital regions unusable and threatening the sustainability of space activities for
many generations. In 2009, Kessler wrote that modeling results indicated the debris environment had already
become unstable, meaning that efforts to achieve a growth-free small debris environment by eliminating past
debris sources would likely fail because fragments from future collisions would accumulate faster than
atmospheric drag could remove them. The Kessler syndrome underscores the critical need for effective space
traffic management and collision avoidance strategies to ensure the long-term viability of space exploration
and utilization.
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The Mongoliad is a collaborative work of transmedia historical adventure fiction by a group known as the
Subutai Corporation which was founded by Neal Stephenson and others. Set in the Foreworld Saga, the story
was originally released in a serialized format online, and via a series of iOS and Android apps from 2010
until 2012. It was restructured and re-edited for a definitive edition published by 47North in multiple
volumes in 2012 as The Mongoliad. Fan-submitted Foreworld stories were published via Amazon's Kindle
Worlds imprint starting in 2013.
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Pykrete (, PIE-creet) is a frozen ice composite, originally made of approximately 14% sawdust or some other
form of wood pulp (such as paper) and 86% ice by weight (6 to 1 by weight).

During World War II, Geoffrey Pyke proposed it as a candidate material for a supersized aircraft carrier for
the British Royal Navy. Pykrete features unusual properties, including a relatively slow melting rate due to
its low thermal conductivity, as well as a vastly improved strength and toughness compared to ordinary ice.
These physical properties can make the material comparable to concrete, as long as the material is kept
frozen.

Pykrete is slightly more difficult to form than concrete, as it expands during the freezing process. However, it
can be repaired and maintained using seawater as a raw material. The mixture can be moulded into any shape
and frozen, and it will be tough and durable, as long as it is kept at or below freezing temperature. Resistance
to gradual creep or sagging is improved by lowering the temperature further, to ?15 °C (5 °F).
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The penal colony of Cayenne (French: Bagne de Cayenne), commonly known as Devil's Island (Île du
Diable), was a French penal colony that operated for 100 years, from 1852 to 1952, and officially closed in
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1953, in the Salvation Islands of French Guiana.

Opened in 1852, the Devil's Island system received convicts from the Prison of St-Laurent-du-Maroni, who
had been deported from all parts of the Second French Empire. It was notorious both for the staff's harsh
treatment of detainees and the tropical climate and diseases that contributed to high mortality, with a death
rate of 75 percent at its worst.

Devil's Island was also notorious for being used for the exile of French political prisoners, with the most
famous being Captain Alfred Dreyfus, who had been wrongly accused of spying for Imperial Germany
during the late 19th- and early 20th-century.

Apocalyptic and post-apocalyptic fiction

to be defective, and fail en route to Mars. In Neal Stephenson&#039;s novel Seveneves, The Moon is
destroyed by an unknown agent, forming a massive debris cloud

Apocalyptic and post-apocalyptic fiction are genres of speculative fiction in which the Earth's (or another
planet's) civilization is collapsing or has collapsed. The apocalypse event may be climatic, such as runaway
climate change; astronomical, an impact event; destructive, nuclear holocaust or resource depletion; medical,
a pandemic, whether natural or human-caused; end time, such as the Last Judgment, Second Coming or
Ragnarök; or any other scenario in which the outcome is apocalyptic, such as a zombie apocalypse, AI
takeover, technological singularity, dysgenics or alien invasion.

The story may involve attempts to prevent an apocalypse event, deal with the impact and consequences of the
event itself, or it may be post-apocalyptic, set after the event. The time may be directly after the catastrophe,
focusing on the psychology of survivors, the way to keep the human race alive and together as one, or
considerably later, often including that the existence of pre-catastrophe civilization has been mythologized.
Post-apocalyptic stories often take place in a non-technological future world or a world where only scattered
elements of society and technology remain.

Numerous ancient societies, including the Babylonian and Judaic, produced apocalyptic literature and
mythology which dealt with the end of the world and human society, such as the Epic of Gilgamesh, written
c. 2000–1500 BCE. Recognizable modern apocalyptic novels had existed since at least the first third of the
19th century, when Mary Shelley's The Last Man (1826) was published; however, this form of literature
gained widespread popularity after World War II, when the possibility of global annihilation by nuclear
weapons entered the public consciousness.
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Ready Player One is a 2011 science fiction novel, and the debut novel of American author Ernest Cline. The
story, set in a dystopia in 2045, follows protagonist Wade Watts on his search for an Easter egg in a
worldwide virtual reality game, the discovery of which would lead him to inherit the game creator's fortune
and the game itself. Cline sold the rights to publish the novel in June 2010, in a bidding war to the Crown
Publishing Group (a division of Random House). The book was published on August 16, 2011. An
audiobook narrated by Wil Wheaton was released the same day.Ch. 20 In 2012, the book received an Alex
Award from the Young Adult Library Services Association division of the American Library Association and
won the 2011 Prometheus Award.

A film adaptation, screenwritten by Cline and Zak Penn and directed by Steven Spielberg, was released on
March 29, 2018. A sequel novel, Ready Player Two, was released on November 24, 2020, to a widely
negative critical reception.
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The Hammer of God, novel by Arthur C. Clarke about an asteroid strike. Seveneves by Neal Stephenson, in
which the Moon disintegrates and falls to Earth

Lucifer's Hammer is a science fiction post-apocalypse-survival novel by American writers Larry Niven and
Jerry Pournelle that was first published in 1977. It was nominated for the Hugo Award for Best Novel in
1978. Two issues of a planned six-part comic book adaptation were published by Innovation Comics in 1993.
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