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Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier de La Fayette, Marquis de La Fayette (French: [?ilb?? dy
m?tje ma?ki d(?) la faj?t]; 6 September 1757 – 20 May 1834), known in the United States as Lafayette (),
was a French military officer and politician who volunteered to join the Continental Army, led by General
George Washington, in the American Revolutionary War. Lafayette commanded Continental Army troops in
the decisive siege of Yorktown in 1781, the Revolutionary War's final major battle, which secured American
independence. After returning to France, Lafayette became a key figure in the French Revolution of 1789 and
the July Revolution of 1830 and continues to be celebrated as a hero in both France and the United States.

Lafayette was born into a wealthy land-owning family in Chavaniac in the province of Auvergne in south-
central France. He followed the family's martial tradition and was commissioned an officer at age 13. He
became convinced that the American revolutionary cause was noble, and he traveled to the New World
seeking glory in it. He was made a major general at age 19 but was initially not given American troops to
command. He fought with the Continental Army at the Battle of Brandywine near Chadds Ford,
Pennsylvania, where he was wounded but organized an orderly retreat, and he served with distinction in the
Battle of Rhode Island. In the middle of the war, he returned home to France to lobby for an increase in
French support for the American Revolution. He returned to America in 1780 and was given senior positions
in the Continental Army. In 1781, troops under his command in Virginia blocked a British army led by Lord
Cornwallis until other American and French forces could position themselves for the decisive siege of
Yorktown.

Lafayette returned to France and was appointed to the Assembly of Notables in 1787, convened in response
to the fiscal crisis. He was elected a member of the Estates General of 1789, where representatives met from
the three traditional orders of French society: the clergy, the nobility, and the commoners. After the National
Constituent Assembly was formed, he helped to write the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
with Thomas Jefferson's assistance. This document was inspired by the United States Declaration of
Independence, which was authored primarily by Jefferson, and invoked natural law to establish basic
principles of the democratic nation-state. He also advocated the abolition of slavery, in keeping with the
philosophy of natural rights. After the storming of the Bastille, he was appointed commander-in-chief of
France's National Guard and tried to steer a middle course through the years of revolution. In August 1792,
radical factions ordered his arrest, and he fled to the Austrian Netherlands. He was captured by Austrian
troops and spent more than five years in prison.

Lafayette returned to France after Napoleon Bonaparte secured his release in 1797, though he refused to
participate in Napoleon's government. After the Bourbon Restoration of 1814, he became a liberal member of
the Chamber of Deputies, a position which he held for most of the remainder of his life. In 1824, President
James Monroe invited him to the United States as the nation's guest, where he visited all 24 states in the
union and met a rapturous reception. During France's July Revolution of 1830, he declined an offer to
become the French dictator. Instead, he supported Louis-Philippe as king, but turned against him when the
monarch became autocratic. He died on 20 May 1834 and is buried in Picpus Cemetery in Paris, under soil
from Bunker Hill. He is sometimes known as "The Hero of the Two Worlds" for his accomplishments in the
service of both France and the United States.
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Lafayette Square is a seven-acre (28,327 m2) public park located within President's Park in Washington,
D.C., directly north of the White House on H Street, bounded by Jackson Place on the west, Madison Place
on the east and Pennsylvania Avenue on the south. It is named for the general, the Marquis de Lafayette, a
French aristocrat, and hero of the American Revolutionary War (1775–1783) and includes several statues of
revolutionary heroes from Europe, including Lafayette, while at its center is a famous statue of early 19th
century U.S. president and general Andrew Jackson on horseback with both of the horse's front hooves
raised.

Lafayette Square and the surrounding structures were designated the Lafayette Square Historic District in
1970.
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Lafayette ( LA(H)-F-ee-ET, French: [lafaj?t]) is the most populous city in and the parish seat of Lafayette
Parish in the U.S. state of Louisiana, located along the Vermilion River. It is Louisiana's fourth-most
populous city with a 2020 census population of 121,374; the consolidated city-parish's population was
241,753 in 2020. The Lafayette metropolitan area was Louisiana's third largest metropolitan statistical area
with a population of 478,384 at the 2020 census. The Acadiana region containing Lafayette is the largest
population and economic corridor between Houston, Texas and New Orleans.

Originally established as Vermilionville in the 1820s and incorporated in 1836, Lafayette developed as an
agricultural community until the introduction of retail and entertainment centers, and the discovery of oil in
the area in the 1940s. Since the discovery of oil, the city and parish have had the highest number of workers
in the oil and natural gas industry in Louisiana as of 2018. With the issuance of a bond ordinance for a series
of roads connecting nearby settlements; the establishment of the University of Louisiana System's Lafayette
campus; and the continued diversification of its economy, Lafayette and its metropolitan area have
experienced population growth since the 1840 census and was promptly nicknamed "The Hub City." The city
and parish of Lafayette are also known as the "Heart of Acadiana."

As a result of its growth, the city and region have become major centers for the technology industry;
Lafayette also became a major center for health care and social services, aerospace, banking and retail.
Notable corporations with headquarters or a large presence in the Lafayette area have included Amazon,
Brookshire Grocery Company, CGI, JP Morgan Chase, Ochsner Health System, Petroleum Helicopters
International, and Rouses Markets.

Lafayette is home to a diverse population from Louisiana Creole and Cajun backgrounds. In 2014, Lafayette
was named the "Happiest City in America.” The city and region's cultural icons include Alexandre Mouton
House, Brandt House, Charles H. Mouton House, the Cathedral of Saint John the Evangelist, Daigle House,
First United Methodist Church, Holy Rosary Institute, Hope Lodge No. 145, and Old Lafayette City Hall. Its
educational institutions include the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, South Louisiana Community
College, and Remington College.
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Lafayette College is a private liberal arts college in Easton, Pennsylvania. Founded in 1826 by James
Madison Porter and other citizens in Easton, the college first held classes in 1832. The founders voted to
name the college after General Lafayette, a hero of the American Revolution.

Located on College Hill in Easton, the campus overlooks the Delaware River and is situated in the Lehigh
Valley, about 70 mi (110 km) west of New York City and 60 mi (97 km) north of Philadelphia.

Lafayette enrolls approximately 2,700 undergraduate students and offers programs in the humanities, social
sciences, natural sciences, and engineering. The college emphasizes small class sizes and undergraduate
research, and it competes in NCAA Division I athletics as a member of the Patriot League. As of 2024, its
endowment was valued at over $1 billion.
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On June 1, 2020, amid the George Floyd protests in Washington, D.C., law enforcement officers used tear
gas and other riot control tactics to forcefully clear peaceful protesters from Lafayette Square, creating a path
for President Donald Trump and senior administration officials to walk from the White House to St. John's
Episcopal Church. Trump held a Bible and posed for a photo op in front of Ashburton House (the church's
parish house), which had been defaced by graffiti and damaged by a fire set during protests the night before.

The clearing of demonstrators from Lafayette Square was widely condemned as excessive force and an
affront to the First Amendment right to freedom of assembly. Just before visiting the church, Trump
delivered a speech in which he urged the governors of U.S. states to quell violent protests by using the
National Guard to "dominate the streets," or he would otherwise "deploy the United States military and
quickly solve the problem."

Former military leaders, current religious leaders, and elected officials from both major political parties
condemned Trump for the event, though some of Trump's fellow Republicans defended the actions. The
event was described by The New York Times as "a burst of violence unlike any seen in the shadow of the
White House in generations" and possibly one of the defining moments of the Trump presidency. Civil
liberties groups filed a federal lawsuit against Trump, U.S. Attorney General William Barr, and other federal
officials, alleging they violated protesters' constitutional rights. General Mark A. Milley, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, later apologized for his role in the photo op.

A June 2021 Interior Department Inspector General review of U.S. Park Police actions found that Park Police
did not clear protesters from Lafayette Park for Trump's visit to St. John's Church but as part of a plan to
erect fencing. The Park Police incident commander was reportedly stunned when Barr informed him of
Trump's impending visit. That report also confirmed the use of tear gas by D.C. Metropolitan Police,
revealed Park Police did not request deployment of Bureau of Prisons to the park, and reported that it was not
known why U.S. Secret Service had deployed ahead of schedule, advancing on protesters before the Park
Police had a chance to warn protesters to disperse. The report also indicated that Park Police commanders
could not identify who gave the order to deploy.
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Jean Guttery Fritz (November 16, 1915 – May 14, 2017) was an American children's writer best known for
American biography and history. She won the Children's Legacy Literature Award for her career contribution
to American children's literature in 1986. She turned 100 in November 2015 and died in May 2017 at the age
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of 101.
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Lafayette Ronald Hubbard (March 13, 1911 – January 24, 1986) was an American author and the founder of
Scientology. A prolific writer of pulp science fiction and fantasy novels in his early career, in 1950 he
authored the pseudoscientific book Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health and established
organizations to promote and practice Dianetics techniques. Hubbard created Scientology in 1952 after losing
the intellectual rights to his literature on Dianetics in bankruptcy. He would lead the Church of Scientology –
variously described as a cult, a new religious movement, or a business – until his death in 1986.

Born in Tilden, Nebraska, in 1911, Hubbard spent much of his childhood in Helena, Montana. While his
father was posted to the U.S. naval base on Guam in the late 1920s, Hubbard traveled to Asia and the South
Pacific. In 1930, Hubbard enrolled at George Washington University to study civil engineering but dropped
out in his second year. He began his career as an author of pulp fiction and married Margaret Grubb, who
shared his interest in aviation.

Hubbard was an officer in the Navy during World War II, where he briefly commanded two ships but was
removed from command both times. The last few months of his active service were spent in a hospital, being
treated for a variety of complaints. After the war, he sought psychiatric help from a veteran's charity hospital
in Georgia. While acting as a lay analyst, or peer counselor, in Georgia, Hubbard began writing what would
become Dianetics. In 1951, Hubbard's wife Sara said that experts had diagnosed him with paranoid
schizophrenia and recommended lifelong hospitalization. In 1953, the first Scientology organizations were
founded by Hubbard. In 1954, a Scientology church in Los Angeles was founded, which became the Church
of Scientology International. Hubbard added organizational management strategies, principles of pedagogy, a
theory of communication and prevention strategies for healthy living to the teachings of Scientology. As
Scientology came under increasing media attention and legal pressure in a number of countries during the
late 1960s and early 1970s, Hubbard spent much of his time at sea as "commodore" of the Sea Organization,
a private, quasi-paramilitary Scientologist fleet.

Hubbard returned to the United States in 1975 and went into seclusion in the California desert after an
unsuccessful attempt to take over the town of Clearwater, Florida. In 1978, Hubbard was convicted of fraud
in absentia by France. In the same year, 11 high-ranking members of Scientology were indicted on 28
charges for their role in the Church's Snow White Program, a systematic program of espionage against the
United States government. One of the indicted was Hubbard's wife Mary Sue Hubbard; he himself was
named an unindicted co-conspirator. Hubbard spent the remaining years of his life in seclusion, attended to
by a small group of Scientology officials.

Following his 1986 death, Scientology leaders announced that Hubbard's body had become an impediment to
his work and that he had decided to "drop his body" to continue his research on another plane of existence.
The Church of Scientology describes Hubbard in hagiographic terms, though many of his autobiographical
statements were fictitious. Sociologist Stephen Kent has observed that Hubbard "likely presented a
personality disorder known as malignant narcissism."
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Lafayette Morehouse is an intentional community conceived in 1968 in Lafayette, California. The lifestyle it
practices is often referred to as "Morehouse". Inspired by its founder Dr. Victor Baranco and his first wife
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Dr. Suzanne Baranco, and now by his widow Dr. Cynthia Baranco, Morehouse has been a continuous
experiment in group living for over 50 years, one of few such communities still in existence from the 1960s.

Residents of Lafayette Morehouse consider themselves to be social researchers studying the nature of
pleasurable group living. They believe that group living best fits the nature of humans and can lead to the
most enjoyable life. Victor Baranco recognized that to sustain a cohesive group it was imperative to handle
communication, sensuality, and decision-making. Those areas became among their topics of research. The
group's findings are presented to the public in the form of courses, and the group receives no outside funding
that could bias its findings.
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Andrée Rose Godard (19 May 1903 – 3 October 1989), known by her stage-name as Andrée Lafayette, also
known by her self-invented title as Countess Andrée de la Bigne, was a French stage and film actress, and
granddaughter of the infamous demi-mondaine (prostitute) Émilie Louise Delabigne who was known by her
self-invented title as Countess Valtesse de La Bigne.
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The Lafayette dollar was a silver coin issued as part of the United States' participation in the Paris World's
Fair of 1900. Depicting Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette with George Washington, and designed by
Chief Engraver Charles E. Barber, it was the only U.S. silver dollar commemorative prior to 1983, and the
first U.S. coin to depict American citizens.

Beginning in 1898, prominent Americans sought to erect in Paris a monument to Lafayette, a Frenchman
who fought in the American Revolutionary War. Among these supporters was Chicago businessman
Ferdinand Peck, whom President William McKinley chose as commissioner-general to the exposition. Peck
made the monument proposal a part of the American plans for Paris, and appointed the Lafayette Memorial
Commission to raise funds for it. A part of this fundraising was the one-dollar commemorative coin,
approved by Congress on March 3, 1899.

Conjoined busts of Washington and Lafayette appear on the obverse. Barber stated that the bases for his work
were a sculpture of Washington by Jean-Antoine Houdon, and an 1824 medal of Lafayette by François-
Augustin Caunois. For the reverse, he used an early sketch of the planned monument, designed by Paul
Wayland Bartlett, whose last name appears on the base of the statue on the reverse. The coins did not sell out,
and 14,000 were later melted by the United States Treasury. The Lafayette dollar is valued from several
hundred dollars to tens of thousands, depending on condition.
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