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Reuters. April 2, 2020. &quot;Twitter removes hundreds of accounts it says are linked to Iran, Russia,
Armenia&quot;. Reuters. February 23, 2021. &quot;200 accounts suspended

Twitter, officially known as X since 2023, is an American microblogging and social networking service. It is
one of the world's largest social media platforms and one of the most-visited websites. Users can share short
text messages, images, and videos in short posts commonly known as "tweets" (officially "posts") and like
other users' content. The platform also includes direct messaging, video and audio calling, bookmarks, lists,
communities, an AI chatbot (Grok), job search, and a social audio feature (Spaces). Users can vote on context
added by approved users using the Community Notes feature.

Twitter was created in March 2006 by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams, and was
launched in July of that year. Twitter grew quickly; by 2012 more than 100 million users produced 340
million daily tweets. Twitter, Inc., was based in San Francisco, California, and had more than 25 offices
around the world. A signature characteristic of the service initially was that posts were required to be brief.
Posts were initially limited to 140 characters, which was changed to 280 characters in 2017. The limitation
was removed for subscribed accounts in 2023. 10% of users produce over 80% of tweets. In 2020, it was
estimated that approximately 48 million accounts (15% of all accounts) were run by internet bots rather than
humans.

The service is owned by the American company X Corp., which was established to succeed the prior owner
Twitter, Inc. in March 2023 following the October 2022 acquisition of Twitter by Elon Musk for US$44
billion. Musk stated that his goal with the acquisition was to promote free speech on the platform. Since his
acquisition, the platform has been criticized for enabling the increased spread of disinformation and hate
speech. Linda Yaccarino succeeded Musk as CEO on June 5, 2023, with Musk remaining as the chairman
and the chief technology officer. In July 2023, Musk announced that Twitter would be rebranded to "X" and
the bird logo would be retired, a process which was completed by May 2024. In March 2025, X Corp. was
acquired by xAI, Musk's artificial intelligence company. The deal, an all-stock transaction, valued X at $33
billion, with a full valuation of $45 billion when factoring in $12 billion in debt. Meanwhile, xAI itself was
valued at $80 billion. In July 2025, Linda Yaccarino stepped down from her role as CEO.
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Censorship of Twitter/X refers to Internet censorship by governments that block access to Twitter (officially
known as X since July 2023). Twitter censorship also includes governmental notice and take down requests
to Twitter, which it enforces in accordance with its Terms of Service when a government or authority submits
a valid removal request to Twitter indicating that specific content published on the platform is illegal in their
jurisdiction.

Currently, Twitter is blocked in seven countries around the world: China, Iran, Myanmar, North Korea,
Russia, Turkmenistan and Venezuela.
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Elon Musk completed the acquisition of Twitter in October 2022; Musk acted as CEO of Twitter until June
2023 when he was succeeded by Linda Yaccarino. Twitter was rebranded to X on July 23, 2023, and its
domain name changed from twitter.com to x.com on May 17, 2024. Yaccarino resigned on July 9, 2025.

Now operating as X, the platform closely resembles its predecessor but includes additional features such as
long-form texts, account monetization options, audio-video calls, integration with xAI's Grok chatbot, job
search, and a repurposing of the platform's verification system as a subscription premium. Several legacy
Twitter features were removed from the site after Musk acquired Twitter, including Circles, NFT profile
pictures, and the experimental pronouns in profiles feature. Musk aims to transform X into an "everything
app", akin to WeChat.

X has faced significant controversy post-rebranding. Issues such as the release of the Twitter Files,
suspension of ten journalists' accounts, and temporary measures like labeling media outlets as "state-
affiliated" and restricting their visibility have sparked criticism. Despite Musk stepping down as CEO, X
continues to struggle with challenges such as viral misinformation, hate speech, and antisemitism
controversies. In response to allegations it deemed unfair, X Corp. has pursued legal action against nonprofit
organizations Media Matters and the Center for Countering Digital Hate.
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Twitter, Inc. was an American social media company based in San Francisco, California, which operated and
was named for its flagship social media network prior to its rebrand as X. In addition to Twitter, the company
previously operated the Vine short video app and Periscope livestreaming service. In April 2023, Twitter
merged with X Holdings and ceased to be an independent company, becoming a part of X Corp.

Twitter was created by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams in March 2006 and was
launched that July. By 2012, more than 100 million users tweeted 340 million tweets a day. The company
went public in November 2013. By 2019, Twitter had more than 330 million monthly active users.

On April 25, 2022, Twitter agreed to a $44 billion buyout by Elon Musk, CEO of SpaceX and Tesla, one of
the biggest deals to turn a company private. On July 8, Musk terminated the deal. Twitter's shares fell,
leading company officials to sue Musk in Delaware's Court of Chancery on July 12. On October 4, Musk
announced his intention to purchase the company as he had agreed, for $44 billion, or $54.20 a share; the
agreement closed on October 27.

Following Musk's takeover, Twitter was criticized for an increase in hate speech, as well as for systemic
prioritization of right-wing content. His acquisition of the company has been characterized by large-scale
policy changes, mass layoffs and resignations, and a dramatic shift in the company's work culture.
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Jack Dorsey first began to develop

his early idea for the social media site Twitter in 2006 while working at early Internet tech company Odeo.
Spun off in 2007 and expanding rapidly after that, Twitter became a significant component of global society.
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It became a key part of politics and international relations but was also banned or blocked in some countries.

Twitter went public in 2013 and continued to expand. The COVID-19 pandemic challenged Twitter's
handling of misinformation on the platform. Elon Musk took Twitter private in 2022 and later changed the
name of the service to X.

Criticism of Twitter
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Twitter, now rebranded as X, has faced various criticisms over the years, particularly concerning content
moderation, censorship, and platform management.

X has faced intensified controversy since the company's acquisition by Elon Musk (in October 2022). Issues
such as handling of misinformation and disinformation, proliferation of hate speech, suspension of
journalists' accounts, and temporary measures like labeling media outlets as "state-affiliated" and restricting
their visibility have sparked criticism. X continues to struggle with challenges such as viral misinformation,
hate speech, and antisemitism controversies.

Twitter is also blocked by several governments. Currently, Twitter is blocked in eight countries around the
world: China, Iran, Myanmar, North Korea, Russia, Turkmenistan and Venezuela.
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The 2025 Russia–United States Summit (also known as the Alaska 2025 or the Trump–Putin Summit) was a
summit meeting between United States president Donald Trump and Russian president Vladimir Putin. It was
held on August 15, 2025, at Joint Base Elmendorf–Richardson in Anchorage, Alaska. The main topic of
discussion was the ongoing Russo-Ukrainian War. The summit ended without an agreement being
announced, although Trump later intimated that in his view the onus was now on Ukraine to cede territory in
order to end the war.

It was the first time Putin was invited to a Western country since he ordered the full-scale Russian invasion
of Ukraine in 2022. Putin faces an arrest warrant issued by the International Criminal Court (of which the
U.S. is no longer an active member) for alleged war crimes. It was also the first time that a Russian
presidential visit to the United States has been held on a U.S. military property. It was the first meeting
between Trump and Putin since Trump was reelected in 2024, the first between them as sitting presidents
since their last meeting in 2019 in Osaka, their first summit since the 2018 Helsinki Summit, and the first
meeting between presidents of both countries since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which occurred eight
months after the 2021 Russia–United States Summit between Joe Biden and Putin. It was Putin's first visit to
the United States since 2015 when he attended the 70th session of the United Nations General Assembly in
New York City. It was also the first US-hosted meeting between the presidents of Russia and the United
States since 2007, when Putin met with George W. Bush in Maine.
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Businessman and U.S. political figure Elon Musk initiated an acquisition of the American social media
company Twitter, Inc. on April 14, 2022, and concluded it on October 27, 2022. Musk had begun buying
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shares of the company in January 2022, becoming its largest shareholder by April with a 9.1 percent
ownership stake. Twitter invited Musk to join its board of directors, an offer he initially accepted before
declining. On April 14, Musk made an unsolicited offer to purchase the company, to which Twitter's board
responded with a "poison pill" strategy to resist a hostile takeover before unanimously accepting Musk's
buyout offer of $44 billion on April 25. Musk stated that he planned to introduce new features to the
platform, make its algorithms open-source, combat spambot accounts, and promote free speech, framing the
acquisition as the cornerstone of X, an "everything app".

In July, Musk announced his intention to terminate the agreement, asserting that Twitter had breached their
agreement by refusing to crack down on spambot accounts. The company filed a lawsuit against Musk in the
Delaware Court of Chancery shortly thereafter, with a trial scheduled for the week of October 17. Weeks
before the trial was set to begin, Musk reversed course, announcing that he would move forward with the
acquisition. The deal was closed on October 28, with Musk immediately becoming Twitter's new owner and
CEO. Twitter was taken private and merged into a new parent company named X Corp. Musk promptly fired
several top executives, including previous CEO Parag Agrawal. Musk has since proposed several reforms to
Twitter and laid off half of the company's workforce. Hundreds of employees then resigned from the
company after Musk issued an ultimatum demanding they commit to "extremely hardcore" work. Linda
Yaccarino was appointed CEO of X Corp. In July 2023, the Twitter service was rebranded as X.

Reactions to the buyout were mixed, with praise for Musk's planned reforms and vision for the company,
particularly his calls for greater free speech, but criticism over fears of a potential rise in misinformation and
disinformation, harassment, and hate speech on the platform. Within the United States, conservatives have
largely supported the acquisition, while many liberals and former Twitter employees have voiced concerns
about Musk's intentions. Since becoming owner, Musk has faced backlash for his handling of the company
and account suspensions, including the December 2022 suspensions of ten journalists.

Timeline of Twitter
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The history of Twitter, later known as X, can be traced back to a brainstorming session at Odeo.
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On 24 February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine, starting the largest and deadliest war in Europe since World
War II, in a major escalation of the conflict between the two countries which began in 2014. The fighting has
caused hundreds of thousands of military casualties and tens of thousands of Ukrainian civilian casualties. As
of 2025, Russian troops occupy about 20% of Ukraine. From a population of 41 million, about 8 million
Ukrainians had been internally displaced and more than 8.2 million had fled the country by April 2023,
creating Europe's largest refugee crisis since World War II.

In late 2021, Russia massed troops near Ukraine's borders and issued demands to the West including a ban on
Ukraine ever joining the NATO military alliance. After repeatedly denying having plans to attack Ukraine,
on 24 February 2022, Russian president Vladimir Putin announced a "special military operation", saying that
it was to support the Russian-backed breakaway republics of Donetsk and Luhansk, whose paramilitary
forces had been fighting Ukraine in the war in Donbas since 2014. Putin espoused irredentist and imperialist
views challenging Ukraine's legitimacy as a state, baselessly claimed that the Ukrainian government were
neo-Nazis committing genocide against the Russian minority in the Donbas, and said that Russia's goal was
to "demilitarise and denazify" Ukraine. Russian air strikes and a ground invasion were launched on a
northern front from Belarus towards the capital Kyiv, a southern front from Crimea, and an eastern front
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from the Donbas and towards Kharkiv. Ukraine enacted martial law, ordered a general mobilisation, and
severed diplomatic relations with Russia.

Russian troops retreated from the north and the outskirts of Kyiv by April 2022, after encountering stiff
resistance and logistical challenges. The Bucha massacre was uncovered after their withdrawal. In the
southeast, Russia launched an offensive in the Donbas and captured Mariupol after a destructive siege.
Russia continued to bomb military and civilian targets far from the front, and struck the energy grid during
winter months. In late 2022, Ukraine launched successful counteroffensives in the south and east, liberating
most of Kharkiv Oblast. Soon after, Russia illegally annexed four partly-occupied provinces. In November,
Ukraine liberated Kherson. In June 2023, Ukraine launched another counteroffensive in the southeast but
made few gains. After small but steady Russian advances in the east in the first half of 2024, Ukraine
launched a cross-border offensive into Russia's Kursk Oblast in August, where North Korean soldiers were
sent to assist Russia. The United Nations Human Rights Office reports that Russia is committing severe
human rights violations in occupied Ukraine. The direct cost of the war for Russia has been over US$450
billion.

The invasion was met with widespread international condemnation. The United Nations General Assembly
passed a resolution condemning the invasion and demanding a full Russian withdrawal. The International
Court of Justice ordered Russia to halt military operations, and the Council of Europe expelled Russia. Many
countries imposed sanctions on Russia and its ally Belarus and provided large-scale humanitarian and
military aid to Ukraine. The Baltic states and Poland declared Russia a terrorist state. Protests occurred
around the world, with anti-war protesters in Russia being met by mass arrests and greater media censorship.
The Russian attacks on civilians have led to allegations of genocide. War-related disruption to Ukrainian
agriculture and shipping contributed to a world food crisis; war-related local environmental damage has been
described as ecocide and the war has heavily disrupted global climate policy. The International Criminal
Court (ICC) opened an investigation into crimes against humanity, war crimes, abduction of Ukrainian
children, and genocide against Ukrainians. The ICC issued arrest warrants for Putin and five other Russian
officials.
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