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Palestine Action is a British pro-Palestinian direct action network. Founded in 2020 with the stated goal of
ending Israeli apartheid, the organisation also became active in the Gaza war protests in the United Kingdom,
in the wake of the ongoing Gaza war.

The group uses direct action to disrupt the UK arms industry, which it accuses of being complicit with Israel
in conducting a genocide. Key targets have been British factories of Israeli weapons manufacturer Elbit
Systems and RAF Brize Norton base. In their campaigns, Palestine Action have used protest, occupation of
premises, destruction of property, and vandalism, which sometimes resulted in its members being arrested.
Palestine Action describes its actions as "non-violent yet disruptive", saying it has never hurt a human being.

The British government proscribed Palestine Action as a terrorist group on 5 July 2025 under the UK's
Terrorism Act 2000 after members of the network vandalised RAF aircraft at Brize Norton. Since then,
British police have arrested 744 individuals for showing support to Palestine Action, many of these resulting
from a sit-in on Parliament Square on 9 August 2025. Civil liberties groups have criticised the ban as
"conflating protest with terrorism".
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The president of the United States (POTUS) is the head of state and head of government of the United States.
The president directs the executive branch of the federal government and is the commander-in-chief of the
United States Armed Forces.

The power of the presidency has grown since the first president, George Washington, took office in 1789.
While presidential power has ebbed and flowed over time, the presidency has played an increasing role in
American political life since the beginning of the 20th century, carrying over into the 21st century with some
expansions during the presidencies of Franklin D. Roosevelt and George W. Bush. In modern times, the
president is one of the world's most powerful political figures and the leader of the world's only remaining
superpower. As the leader of the nation with the largest economy by nominal GDP, the president possesses
significant domestic and international hard and soft power. For much of the 20th century, especially during
the Cold War, the U.S. president was often called "the leader of the free world".

Article II of the Constitution establishes the executive branch of the federal government and vests executive
power in the president. The power includes the execution and enforcement of federal law and the
responsibility to appoint federal executive, diplomatic, regulatory, and judicial officers. Based on
constitutional provisions empowering the president to appoint and receive ambassadors and conclude treaties
with foreign powers, and on subsequent laws enacted by Congress, the modern presidency has primary
responsibility for conducting U.S. foreign policy. The role includes responsibility for directing the world's
most expensive military, which has the second-largest nuclear arsenal.

The president also plays a leading role in federal legislation and domestic policymaking. As part of the
system of separation of powers, Article I, Section 7 of the Constitution gives the president the power to sign



or veto federal legislation. Since modern presidents are typically viewed as leaders of their political parties,
major policymaking is significantly shaped by the outcome of presidential elections, with presidents taking
an active role in promoting their policy priorities to members of Congress who are often electorally
dependent on the president. In recent decades, presidents have also made increasing use of executive orders,
agency regulations, and judicial appointments to shape domestic policy.

The president is elected indirectly through the Electoral College to a four-year term, along with the vice
president. Under the Twenty-second Amendment, ratified in 1951, no person who has been elected to two
presidential terms may be elected to a third. In addition, nine vice presidents have become president by virtue
of a president's intra-term death or resignation. In all, 45 individuals have served 47 presidencies spanning 60
four-year terms. Donald Trump is the 47th and current president since January 20, 2025.

Historical rankings of presidents of the United States

The 1994 survey placed only two presidents, Franklin D. Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln, above 80 points
and two presidents, Andrew Johnson and Warren G.

In political studies, since the mid 20th-century, surveys have been conducted in order to construct historical
rankings of the success of the presidents of the United States. Ranking systems are usually based on surveys
of academic historians and political scientists, or popular opinion. The scholarly rankings focus on
presidential achievements, leadership qualities, failures, and faults. Among such scholarly rankings, Abraham
Lincoln is most often ranked as the best, while his predecessor James Buchanan is most often ranked as the
worst.

Popular-opinion polls typically focus on recent or well-known presidents.
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Since World War II, according to many economic metrics including job creation, GDP growth, stock market
returns, personal income growth, and corporate profits, the United States economy has performed
significantly better on average under the administrations of Democratic presidents than Republican
presidents. The unemployment rate has risen on average under Republican presidents, while it has fallen on
average under Democratic presidents. Budget deficits relative to the size of the economy were lower on
average for Democratic presidents. Ten of the eleven U.S. recessions between 1953 and 2020 began under
Republican presidents. Of these, the most statistically significant differences are in real GDP growth,
unemployment rate change, stock market annual return, and job creation rate.

The reasons for these differences are a matter of debate, as it is often difficult to determine the precise causes
for a given element of the economy performing better or worse at a given time.
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The president of Indonesia is the head of state and also head of government of the Republic of Indonesia. The
president leads the executive branch of the Indonesian government and is the supreme commander of the
Indonesian National Armed Forces. Since 2004, the President and Vice-President are directly elected to a
five-year term. The presidency was established during the formulation of the 1945 constitution by the
Investigating Committee for Preparatory Work for Independence (BPUPK), a body established by the
occupying Japanese 16th Army on 1 March 1945 to work on "preparations for independence in the region of
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the government of this island of Java." On 18 August 1945, the Preparatory Committee for Indonesian
Independence (PPKI), which was created on 7 August to replace the BPUPK, selected Sukarno as the
country's first president.
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The Presidents Race is a mascot race that has been run at every Washington Nationals home game since July
21, 2006. It is held in the middle of the fourth inning of every game.

The Presidents Race has featured likenesses of seven former Presidents of the United States, four of whom
are found on Mount Rushmore: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, and Theodore
Roosevelt, plus William Howard Taft (introduced in 2013 and retired after the 2016 season), Calvin Coolidge
(who raced for a single season in 2015) and Herbert Hoover (who raced for a single season in 2016). Their
nicknames are "George," "Abe," "Tom," "Teddy," "Bill," "Calvin," and "Herbie." The Presidents are
typically dressed in Nationals jerseys numbered according to their term as president (1 for George, 3 for
Tom, 16 for Abe, 26 for Teddy, 27 for Bill, 30 for Cal, and 31 for Herbie) and topped with giant foam
caricature heads. On Sundays, they usually wear period costumes, often referred to as their "Sunday Best"
outfits.

In 2017, the Presidents Race at Nationals Park returned to its format of 2006 through 2012, with only the
original four Racing Presidents (George, Abe, Tom, and Teddy) competing. Prior to the 2017 season, the
Nationals announced that Cal, Herbie, and Bill all had retired permanently to Florida in conjunction with the
February 2017 opening of the Nationals' new spring training facility at The Ballpark of the Palm Beaches –
renamed The Fitteam Ballpark of the Palm Beaches in February 2018 – in West Palm Beach, Florida. During
spring training in 2017, the three retired Presidents began their own series of Presidents Races in the fourth
inning of Nationals spring training games in West Palm Beach.

Famously, Teddy failed to win a single race for almost seven seasons, even when given head starts or other
advantages. Teddy won for the first time on Wednesday afternoon game, October 3, 2012, during the first
game played after the Nationals reached the postseason for the first time. Fans and bystanders alike were
shocked that his first win was during a weekday afternoon game. Several seasons of success followed for
Teddy, but he returned to his winless ways during the 2017 season. However, Teddy did win the first and
second race of the 2018 season.
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The vice president of the United States (VPOTUS, or informally, veep) is the second-highest ranking office
in the executive branch of the U.S. federal government, after the president of the United States, and ranks
first in the presidential line of succession. The vice president is also an officer in the legislative branch, as the
president of the Senate. In this capacity, the vice president is empowered to preside over the United States
Senate, but may not vote except to cast a tie-breaking vote. The vice president is indirectly elected at the
same time as the president to a four-year term of office by the people of the United States through the
Electoral College, but the electoral votes are cast separately for these two offices. Following the passage in
1967 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment to the US Constitution, a vacancy in the office of vice president may
be filled by presidential nomination and confirmation by a majority vote in both houses of Congress.

The modern vice presidency is a position of significant power and is widely seen as an integral part of a
president's administration. The presidential candidate selects the candidate for the vice presidency as their
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running mate in the lead-up to the presidential election. While the exact nature of the role varies in each
administration, since the vice president's service in office is by election, the president cannot dismiss the vice
president, and the personal working-relationship with the president varies, most modern vice presidents serve
as a key presidential advisor, governing partner, and representative of the president. The vice president is also
a statutory member of the United States Cabinet and United States National Security Council and thus plays a
significant role in executive government and national security matters. As the vice president's role within the
executive branch has expanded, the legislative branch role has contracted; for example, vice presidents now
preside over the Senate only infrequently.

The role of the vice presidency has changed dramatically since the office was created during the 1787
Constitutional Convention. Originally something of an afterthought, the vice presidency was considered an
insignificant office for much of the nation's history, especially after the Twelfth Amendment meant that vice
presidents were no longer the runners-up in the presidential election. The vice president's role began steadily
growing in importance during the 1930s, with the Office of the Vice President being created in the executive
branch in 1939, and has since grown much further. Due to its increase in power and prestige, the vice
presidency is now often considered to be a stepping stone to the presidency. Since the 1970s, the vice
president has been afforded an official residence at Number One Observatory Circle.

The Constitution does not expressly assign the vice presidency to a branch of the government, causing a
dispute among scholars about which branch the office belongs to (the executive, the legislative, both, or
neither). The modern view of the vice president as an officer of the executive branch—one isolated almost
entirely from the legislative branch—is due in large part to the assignment of executive authority to the vice
president by either the president or Congress. Nevertheless, many vice presidents have previously served in
Congress, and are often tasked with helping to advance an administration's legislative priorities. JD Vance is
the 50th and current vice president since January 20, 2025.
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Slavery was legal in the United States from its beginning as a nation, having been practiced in North America
from early colonial days. The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution formally abolished
slavery in 1865, immediately after the end of the American Civil War.

Twelve U.S. presidents owned slaves at some point in their lives; of these, eight owned slaves while in
office. Ten of the first twelve American presidents owned slaves, the only exceptions being John Adams and
his son John Quincy Adams, neither of whom approved of slavery. George Washington, the first president,
owned slaves, including while he was president. Andrew Jackson was an interregional slave trader until at
least the War of 1812. Zachary Taylor was the last one who owned slaves during his presidency, and Ulysses
S. Grant was the last president to have owned a slave at some point in his life. Of these presidents who
owned slaves, Thomas Jefferson owned the most over his lifetime, with 600+ slaves, followed closely by
Washington. Woodrow Wilson was the last president born into a household with slave labor, though the Civil
War and abolition concluded during his early childhood.

List of presidents of São Tomé and Príncipe
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This article lists the presidents of São Tomé and Príncipe, an island country in the Gulf of Guinea off the
western equatorial coast of Central Africa, since the establishment of the office of president in 1975. Manuel
Pinto da Costa was the first person to hold the office, taking effect on 12 July 1975. The incumbent is Carlos
Vila Nova, having taken office on 2 October 2021.
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The president of Russia, officially the president of the Russian Federation (Russian: ????????? ??????????
?????????, romanized: Prezident Rossiyskoy Federatsii), is the executive head of state of Russia. The
president is the chair of the Federal State Council and the supreme commander-in-chief of the Russian
Armed Forces. It is the highest office in Russia.

The modern incarnation of the office emerged from the president of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist
Republic (RSFSR). In 1991, Boris Yeltsin was elected president of the RSFSR, becoming the first non-
Communist Party member to be elected into a major Soviet political role. He played a crucial role in the
dissolution of the Soviet Union which saw the transformation of the RSFSR into the Russian Federation.
Following a series of scandals and doubts about his leadership, violence erupted across Moscow in the 1993
Russian constitutional crisis. As a result, a new constitution was implemented and the 1993 Russian
Constitution remains in force today. The constitution establishes Russia as a semi-presidential system which
separates the president of Russia from the government of Russia which exercises executive power.

In all cases where the president of the Russian Federation is unable to fulfill their duties, those duties shall be
temporarily delegated to the prime minister of Russia, who becomes acting president of Russia.

The powers of the presidency include: execution of federal law, appointing federal ministers, and members of
the judiciary, and negotiating treaties with foreign powers. The president also has the power to grant federal
pardons and reprieves, and to convene and adjourn the Federal Assembly under extraordinary circumstances.
The president also appoints the prime minister, who directs domestic policy of the Russian Federation
alongside the president.

The president is elected directly through a popular vote to a six-year term. Previously, the Constitution
established a term limit for the presidency restricting the officeholder to serve no more than two consecutive
terms. However, this limitation has since been overhauled in large part due to the constitutional amendments
that were ratified in 2020. One of the amendments passed reset the terms of both Vladimir Putin and Dmitry
Medvedev, allowing either to serve as president for a full two terms regardless of their previous terms. In all,
three individuals have served four presidencies spanning six full terms. In May 2012, Vladimir Putin became
the fourth president; he was re-elected in March 2018 and in March 2024 for two consecutive six-year terms.
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