Settlement (Under standing Cities)
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Thisisalist of citiesin the United Kingdom that are officially designated as such as of 29 August 2022. It
lists those places that have been granted city status by letters patent or royal charter.

There are currently 76 such citiesin the United Kingdom: 55 in England, eight in Scotland, seven in Wales,
and six in Northern Ireland. Of these, 24 in England, two in Wales, and two in Northern Ireland have Lord
Mayors; four in Scotland have Lord Provosts. In some cases, the area holding city status does not coincide
with the built up area or conurbation of which it forms part. In Greater London, for example, the Cities of
London and Westminster hold city status separately, but no other local authority in the London Region has
been granted city status, nor has the Greater London Authority.

In other cases, such asthe cities of Canterbury and Lancaster, the status appliesto alocal government district
which extends over a number of towns and rural areas outside the main settlement proper. In England, city
status sometimes appliesto civil parishes, such as with Ripon; though the status may not apply to the local
government district which share their name. For example, the civil parishes of Lichfield and Chichester each
hold city status, but Lichfield District and Chichester District in which they are situated do not.

Asof 2022, there are currently five ceremonial counties which contain three cities — Cambridgeshire (Ely,
Cambridge and Peterborough), Essex, Hampshire, West Midlands and West Y orkshire. Outside the UK
within British overseas cities of the British Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies, there are currently
five. The number increased as part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations by the addition of Stanley in the
Falkland Islands and Douglas in the Isle of Man.

On 1 March 2022, then-prince Charles made Southend-on-Sea England's 52nd city in memory of Sir David
Amess.
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A linear settlement is a (normally small to medium-sized) settlement or group of buildingsthat isformedin a
long line. Many of these settlements are formed along a transport route, such asaroad, river, or canal. Others
form due to physical restrictions, such as coastlines, mountains, hills or valleys. Linear settlements may have
no obvious centre.

In the case of settlements built along a route, the route predated the settlement, and then the settlement grew
along the transport route. Often, it is only asingle street with houses on either side of the road. Mileham,
Norfolk, England is an example of this pattern. Later development may add side turnings and districts away
from the original main street. Places such as Southport, England developed in this way.

A linear settlement isin contrast with ribbon devel opment, which is the outward spread of an existing town
along a main street, and with a nucleated settlement, which is a group of buildings clustered around a central
point.



Particular types of linear settlements are linear village, chain village, street village (Polish: ulicowka;
German: Stral3endorf, Lithuanian: gatvinis kaimas, French: village-rue), and some others. Different countries
have varying classifications of linear settlements.

Su?o0szowa, Poland, is notable for its 9 km long, single main street and its thin strips of farmland, inhabited
by 3500 people.
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A memorandum of understanding (MoU) is atype of agreement between two (bilateral) or more
(multilateral) parties. It expresses a convergence of will between the parties, indicating an intended common
line of action. It is often used either in cases where parties do not imply alegal commitment or in situations
where the parties cannot create alegally enforceable agreement. It isamore formal aternativeto a
gentlemen'’s agreement.

Whether a document constitutes a binding contract depends only on the presence or absence of well-defined
legal elementsin the text proper of the document (the so-called "four corners"). The required elements are
offer and acceptance, consideration, and the intention to be legally bound (animus contrahendi). In the US,
the specifics can differ dightly depending on whether the contract is for goods (falls under the Uniform
Commercial Code) or services (falls under the common law of the state).

Many companies and government agencies use MoUs to define a relationship between departments, agencies
or closely held companies.
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New Y ork, often called New York City (NY C), isthe most populous city in the United States. It islocated at
the southern tip of New Y ork State on one of the world's largest natural harbors. The city comprisesfive
boroughs, each coextensive with its respective county. The city is the geographical and demographic center
of both the Northeast megalopolis and the New Y ork metropolitan area, the largest metropolitan areain the
United States by both population and urban area. New Y ork isaglobal center of finance and commerce,
culture, technology, entertainment and media, academics and scientific output, the arts and fashion, and, as
home to the headquarters of the United Nations, international diplomacy.

With an estimated population in July 2024 of 8,478,072, distributed over 300.46 square miles (778.2 km2),
the city isthe most densely populated major city in the United States. New Y ork City has more than double
the population of Los Angeles, the nation's second-most populous city. Over 20.1 million people livein New
Y ork City's metropolitan statistical areaand 23.5 million in its combined statistical area as of 2020, both
largest in the US. New Y ork City is one of the world's most populous megacities. The city and its
metropolitan area are the premier gateway for legal immigration to the United States. An estimated 800
languages are spoken in New Y ork City, making it the most linguistically diverse city in the world. The New
Y ork City metropolitan region is home to the largest foreign-born population of any metropolitan regionin
the world, approximately 5.9 million as of 2023.

New York City tracesits origins to Fort Amsterdam and a trading post founded on Manhattan Island by
Dutch colonists around 1624. The settlement was named New Amsterdam in 1626 and was chartered as a
city in 1653. The city came under English control in 1664 and was temporarily renamed New Y ork after
King Charles |1 granted the lands to his brother, the Duke of Y ork, before being permanently renamed New



York in 1674. Following independence from Great Britain, the city was the national capital of the United
States from 1785 until 1790. The modern city was formed by the 1898 consolidation of its five boroughs:
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island.

Anchored by Wall Street in the Financial District, Manhattan, New Y ork City has been called both the
world's premier financia and fintech center and the most economically powerful city in the world. As of
2022, the New Y ork metropolitan areais the largest metropolitan economy in the world, with a gross
metropolitan product of over US$2.16 trillion. The New Y ork metropolitan area's economy is larger than all
but nine countries. Despite having a 24/7 rapid transit system, New Y ork also leads the world in urban
automobile traffic congestion. The city is home to the world's two largest stock exchanges by market
capitalization of their listed companies: the New Y ork Stock Exchange and Nasdag. New York City isan
established haven for global investors. As of 2025, New Y ork City is the most expensive city in the world for
expatriates and has by a wide margin the highest residential rents of any city in the nation. Fifth Avenueis
the most expensive shopping street in the world. New Y ork City is home to the highest number of
billionaires, individuals of ultra-high net worth (greater than US$30 million), and millionaires of any city in
the world by a significant margin.
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A proto-city isalarge, dense Neolithic settlement that is largely distinguished from a city by its lack of
planning and centralized rule. The term mega-sitesis also used. While the precise classification of many sites
considered proto-cities is ambiguous and subject to considerable debate, common examples include sites of
the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B culture and following cultures in the Fertile Crescent such as Jericho and
Catalhoyuk, sites of the Cucuteni-Trypillia culture in Southeast Europe, and of the Ubaid period in
Mesopotamia. These sites pre-date the Mesopotamian city-states of the Uruk period that mark the
development of the first indisputable urban settlements, with the emergence of cities such as Uruk at the end
of the Fourth Millennium, B.C.

The emergence of cities from proto-urban settlements is a non-linear development that demonstrates the
varied experiences of early urbanization. Whilst the proto-urban sites of the Ubaid period in northern

M esopotamia anticipate the social and political developments of the first Sumerian cities, many proto-cities
show little correlation with later urban settlements. The development of cities and proto-cities and the
transition away from hunting and gathering toward agriculture is known as the Neolithic Revolution.
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A city isahuman settlement of a substantial size. The term "city" has different meanings around the world
and in some places the settlement can be very small. Even where the term islimited to larger settlements,
there is no universally agreed definition of the lower boundary for their size. In a narrower sense, acity can
be defined as a permanent and densely populated place with administratively defined boundaries whose
members work primarily on non-agricultural tasks. Cities generally have extensive systems for housing,
transportation, sanitation, utilities, land use, production of goods, and communication. Their density
facilitates interaction between people, government organizations, and businesses, sometimes benefiting
different partiesin the process, such asimproving the efficiency of goods and service distribution.

Historicaly, city dwellers have been a small proportion of humanity overall, but following two centuries of
unprecedented and rapid urbanization, more than half of the world population now livesin cities, which has
had profound consequences for global sustainability. Present-day cities usually form the core of larger



metropolitan areas and urban areas—creating numerous commuters traveling toward city centres for
employment, entertainment, and education. However, in aworld of intensifying globalization, al citiesareto
varying degrees also connected globally beyond these regions. Thisincreased influence means that cities also
have significant influences on global issues, such as sustainable development, climate change, and global
health. Because of these mgjor influences on global issues, the international community has prioritized
investment in sustainable cities through Sustainable Development Goal 11. Due to the efficiency of
transportation and the smaller land consumption, dense cities hold the potential to have a smaller ecological
footprint per inhabitant than more sparsely populated areas. Therefore, compact cities are often referred to as
acrucia element in fighting climate change. However, this concentration can also have some significant
harmful effects, such as forming urban heat islands, concentrating pollution, and stressing water supplies and
other resources.
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A megacity isavery large city, typically with a population of more than 10 million people. The United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) in its 2018 "World Urbanization Prospects®
report defines megacities as urban agglomerations with over 10 million inhabitants. A University of Bonn
report holds that they are "usually defined as metropolitan areas with atotal population of 10 million or more
peopl€e". Elsewhere in other sources, from five to eight million is considered the minimum threshold, along
with a population density of at least 2,000 per square kilometre. The terms conurbation, metropolis, and
metroplex are also applied to the latter.

The total number of megacities in the world varies between different sources and their publication dates. The
world had 32 according to EU Global Human Settlement Layer (in 2024), 33 according to UN DESA (in
2018), 39 according to the OECD, 44 according to Demographia (in 2023), and 45 according to
CityPopulation.de (in 2023). In total, 53 unique places are mentioned as megacities across these sources. A
good percentage of these urban agglomerations are in China and India. The other four countries with more
than one megacity are Brazil, Japan, Pakistan, and the United States. African megacities are present in
Nigeria, Egypt, South Africa, Angola and the DRC; European megacities are present in Russia, France, the
United Kingdom, and Turkey (also in Asia); megacities can be found in Latin Americain the countries of
Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, Peru, and Argentina.

Some sources identify the Greater Tokyo Area as the largest megacity in the world, while some others give
the title to the Pearl River Deltain China.
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The Bank for International Settlements (BIS) is an international financial institution which is owned by
member central banks. Its primary goal isto foster international monetary and financial cooperation while
serving as abank for central banks. With its establishment in 1930 it is the oldest international financial
ingtitution. Itsinitial purpose was to oversee the settlement of World War | war reparations.

The BIS carries out its work through its meetings, programmes and through the Basel Process, hosting
international groups pursuing global financial stability and facilitating their interaction. It also provides
banking services, but only to central banks and other international organizations.

The BISisbased in Basel, Switzerland, with representative offices in Hong Kong and Mexico City.
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Desakotais aterm used in urban geography to describe areas in the extended surroundings of large cities, in
which urban and agricultural forms of land use and settlement coexist and are intensively intermingled.
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An eco-city or ecocity is"ahuman settlement modeled on the self-sustaining resilient structure and function
of natural ecosystems’, as defined by Ecocity Builders (a non-profit organization started by Richard Register,
who first coined the term). Simply put, an eco-city is an ecologically healthy city. The World Bank defines
eco-cities as "cities that enhance the well-being of citizens and society through integrated urban planning and
management that harness the benefits of ecological systems and protect and nurture these assets for future
generations'. Although thereis no universally accepted definition of an 'eco-city’', among available
definitions, there is some consensus on the basic features of an eco-city.

The world's population is continuously increasing, which puts a tremendous amount of pressure on cities due
to the need for new urban development. There is an urgent need for cities around the world to adapt
ecologically based urban development to work towards sustainability. The dimensions of an ecocity provide
solutions to improve the living conditions in cities by solving our current unsustainable practices.

The cities around the world that face the most severe challenges associated with the world's urban population
are those in devel oping countries. Eco-cities are commonly found to focus on new-build devel opments,
especialy in developing nations such as China, wherein foundations are being laid for new eco-cities catering
to 500,000 or more inhabitants.
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