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The Chinese Century (simplified Chinese: ????; traditional Chinese: ????; pinyin: Zh?ngguó shìjì) is a
neologism suggesting that the 21st century may be geoeconomically or geopolitically dominated by the
People's Republic of China, similar to how the "American Century" refers to the 20th century and the
"British Century" to the 19th. The phrase is used particularly in association with the idea that the economy of
China may overtake the economy of the United States to be the largest in the world. A similar term is China's
rise or rise of China (simplified Chinese: ????; traditional Chinese: ????; pinyin: Zh?ngguó juéq?).

China created the Belt and Road Initiative, which according to analysts has been a geostrategic effort to take
a larger role in global affairs and challenges American postwar hegemony. It has also been argued that China
co-founded the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and New Development Bank to compete with the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund in development finance. In 2015, China launched the Made
in China 2025 strategic plan to further develop its manufacturing sector. There have been debates on the
effectiveness and practicality of these programs in promoting China's global status.

China's emergence as a global economic power is tied to its large working population. However, the
population in China is aging faster than almost any other country in history. Current demographic trends
could hinder economic growth, create challenging social problems, and limit China's capabilities to act as a
new global hegemon. China's primarily debt-driven economic growth also creates concerns for substantial
credit default risks and a potential financial crisis.

According to The Economist, on a purchasing-power-parity (PPP) basis, the Chinese economy became the
world's largest in 2013. On a foreign exchange rate basis, some estimates in 2020 and early 2021 have
determined that China could overtake the U.S. in 2028, or 2026 if the Chinese currency further strengthened.
As of July 2021, Bloomberg L.P. analysts estimated that China may either overtake the U.S. to become the
world's biggest economy in the 2030s or never be able to reach such a goal. Some scholars believe that
China's rise has peaked and that an impending stagnation or decline may follow.
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Genocide is the intentional destruction of a people in whole or in part. The term was coined in 1944 by
Raphael Lemkin. It is defined in Article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide (CPPCG) of 1948 as "any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group, as such: killing members of the group; causing serious
bodily or mental harm to members of the group; deliberately inflicting on the group's conditions of life,
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; imposing measures intended to prevent
births within the group; [and] forcibly transferring children of the group to another group."

The preamble to the CPPCG states that "genocide is a crime under international law, contrary to the spirit and
aims of the United Nations and condemned by the civilized world", and it also states that "at all periods of
history genocide has inflicted great losses on humanity." Genocide is widely considered to be the epitome of
human evil, and has been referred to as the "crime of crimes". The Political Instability Task Force estimated



that 43 genocides occurred between 1956 and 2016, resulting in 50 million deaths. The UNHCR estimated
that a further 50 million had been displaced by such episodes of violence.
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The 21st century is the current century in the Anno Domini or Common Era, in accordance with the
Gregorian calendar. It began on 1 January 2001, and will end on 31 December 2100. It is the first century of
the 3rd millennium.

The rise of a global economy and Third World consumerism marked the beginning of the century, along with
increased private enterprise and deepening concern over terrorism after the September 11 attacks in 2001.
The NATO intervention in Afghanistan and the United States-led coalition intervention in Iraq in the early
2000s, as well as the overthrow of several regimes during the Arab Spring in the early 2010s, led to mixed
outcomes in the Arab world, resulting in several civil wars and political instability. The early 2020s saw an
increase in wars across the world, as seen with conflicts such as the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the
Gaza war. Meanwhile, the war on drugs continues, with the focus primarily on Mexico and the rest of Latin
America. The United States has remained the sole global superpower, while China is now considered to be an
emerging superpower.

In 2022, 45% of the world's population lived in "some form of democracy", although only 8% lived in "full
democracies". The United Nations estimates that by 2050, two-thirds of the world's population will be
urbanized.

The world economy expanded at high rates from $42 trillion in 2000 to $101 trillion in 2022, and though
many economies rose at greater levels, some gradually contracted. Effects of global warming and rising sea
levels exacerbated the ecological crises, with eight islands disappearing between 2007 and 2014.

In late 2019, the COVID-19 pandemic began to rapidly spread worldwide, causing more than seven million
reported deaths, and around 18.2 to 33.5 million estimated deaths, while at the same time, causing severe
global economic disruption, including the largest global recession since the Great Depression in the 1930s.
The pandemic defined 2020 and 2021, and remained a global health crisis until May 2023.

Due to the sudden proliferation of internet-accessible mobile devices, such as smartphones becoming
ubiquitous worldwide beginning in the early 2010s, more than two-thirds of the world's population obtained
access to the Internet by 2023. After the success of the Human Genome Project, DNA sequencing services
became available and affordable. There were significant improvements in the complexity of artificial
intelligence, with American companies, universities, and research labs pioneering advances in the field.
Research into outer space greatly accelerated in the 2020s, with the United States mainly dominating space
exploration, including the James Webb Space Telescope, Ingenuity helicopter, Lunar Gateway, and Artemis
program.
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The acquisition of Twenty-First Century Fox, Inc. by The Walt Disney Company was announced on
December 14, 2017, and was completed on March 20, 2019. Among other key assets, the acquisition
included the 20th Century Fox film and television studios, U.S. cable channels such as FX, Fox Networks
Group, a 73% stake in National Geographic Partners, Indian television broadcaster Star India, and a 30%
stake in Hulu. Most remaining assets (including the Fox Broadcasting Company, Fox Television Stations,
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Fox News Channel, Fox Business, Fox Sports 1 and 2, Fox Deportes, and the Big Ten Network), which were
excluded from the deal, were spun off into a new company called Fox Corporation on March 19, 2019 (a day
before the acquisition was completed). Other 21st Century Fox assets such as the Fox Sports Networks and
Sky were divested and sold off to Sinclair and Comcast, respectively.
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The Indian Century is a neologism suggesting that the 21st century may be dominated by India, as the 20th
century is often called the American Century, and the 19th century British Century. The phrase is particularly
used in the assertion that India's economy could overtake the economies of the United States and the
economy of China as the largest national economy in the world, a position it historically held from the 1st to
the 18th century CE.
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Capital in the Twenty-First Century (French: Le Capital au XXIe siècle) is a book written by French
economist Thomas Piketty. It focuses on wealth and income inequality in Europe and the United States since
the 18th century. It was first published in French (as Le Capital au XXIe siècle) in August 2013; an English
translation by Arthur Goldhammer followed in April 2014.

The book's central thesis is that when the rate of return on capital (r) is greater than the rate of economic
growth (g) over the long term, the result is concentration of wealth, and this unequal distribution of wealth
causes social and economic instability. Piketty proposes a global system of progressive wealth taxes to help
reduce inequality and avoid the vast majority of wealth coming under the control of a tiny minority.

At the end of 2014, Piketty released a paper where he stated that he does not consider the relationship
between the rate of return on capital and the rate of economic growth as the only or primary tool for
considering changes in income and wealth inequality. He also noted that r > g is not a useful tool for the
discussion of rising inequality of labor income.

On May 18, 2014, the English edition reached number one on The New York Times Best Seller list for best
selling hardcover nonfiction and became the greatest sales success ever of academic publisher Harvard
University Press. As of January 2015, the book had sold 1.5 million copies in French, English, German,
Chinese, and Spanish. The book is a worldwide success, with over 2.5 million copies sold by the end of
2017.

The book was adapted into a feature documentary film, directed by New Zealand filmmaker Justin
Pemberton, and released in 2020.
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The Next 100 Years is a 2009 speculative nonfiction book by George Friedman. In the book, Friedman
attempts to predict the major geopolitical events and trends of the 21st century. Friedman also speculates in
the book on changes in technology and culture that may take place during this period.
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Jonathan Fenby CBE (born 11 November 1942) is a British writer, analyst, historian and journalist who
edited major newspapers in Britain and Asia.

He was Editor of Reuters World Service from 1973 to 1977 and then held senior editorial posts at major
news organisations in Britain, Europe and Hong Kong. He headed the China Team at the research service
Trusted Sources from 2006 to 2022 where he was also a founding partner and a managing director at Trusted
Sources an emerging markets research and consultancy firm headquartered in London which merged with
Lombard Street Research in 2016. His investment and strategy research was focused towards policy
interpretation, politics and the broader political economy including East Asian politics and strategy.

He has written twenty books, including The General: Charles de Gaulle and the France He Saved and Chiang
Kai-shek: China's Generalissimo and the Nation He Lost. His books predicted the slowing of China's
economy and the concentration of political power by Xi Jinping as well as the rise of the far right in France.
He has worked as an award-winning editor and foreign correspondent at publications including The Observer
and the South China Morning Post. He was made a CBE by Britain for services to journalism in 2000. In
2013, the government of France awarded Fenby the status of a Chevalier of the Légion d'honneur for his
contributions promoting Anglo-French understanding.
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This is a timeline of Japanese history, comprising important legal, territorial and cultural changes and
political events in Japan and its predecessor states. To read about the background to these events, see History
of Japan.

List of wars involving the United States in the 21st century
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This is a dynamic list and may never be able to satisfy particular standards for completeness. You can help by
adding missing items with reliable sources.

This is a list of military conflicts, involving the United States in the 21st century.

This list is part of a larger series of list articles that cover the various wars involving the United States from
its colonial roots to the present. They are:

For the criteria of what may be permitted on this list please refer to Lists of wars involving the United States.
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