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2022 Italian general election
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Early general electionswere held in Italy on 25 September 2022. After the fall of the Draghi government,
which led to a parliamentary impasse, President Sergio Mattarella dissolved Parliament on 21 July, and
called for new elections. Regional electionsin Sicily were held on the same day. The results of the general
election showed the centre-right coalition led by Giorgia Meloni's Brothers of Italy, a national-conservative
party, winning an absolute majority of seatsin the Italian Parliament. Meloni was appointed Prime Minister
of Italy on 22 October, becoming the first woman to hold the office.

In arecord-low voter turnout, Meloni's party became the largest in Parliament with 26% of the vote; as per
the pre-election agreement among the centre-right coalition parties, she became the prime ministerial
candidate supported by the winning coalition. The League and Forza Italia suffered losses, polling 8% each,
and Us Moderates polled below 1%. The centre-left coalition dightly improved its 2018 results in terms of
vote share and seats in percentage with the Democratic Party polling 19% and the Greens and L eft Alliance
passing the 3% threshold; More Europe and Civic Commitment failed to reach the election threshold. The
Five Star Movement defied single-digit polls before the campaign and reached 15%. The Action — ItaliaViva
aliance polled 7%. Among the others to be represented in Parliament were two regionalist parties. South
calls North and the South Tyrolean Peopl€e's Party. Due to the Rosatellum and its mixed electoral system
using parallel voting, the centre-right coalition was able to win an absolute majority of seats, despite
receiving 44% of the votes, by winning 83% of the single-member districts under the first-past-the-post of
the system.

Asaresult of the 2020 Italian constitutional referendum, the size of Parliament was reduced to 400 members
of the Chamber of Deputies and 200 members of the Senate of the Republic to be elected, down from 630
and 315, respectively. In addition, the minimum voting age for the Senate was the same as for the Chamber
(18 years old and no longer 25), which marked the first time the two houses had identical €l ectorates.

Observers commented that the results shifted the geopolitics of the European Union, following right wing
populist and far-right gains in France, Spain, and Sweden. It was also noted that the el ection outcome would
mark Italy's first far-right-led government and the country's most right-wing government since 1945. The
newly elected legislature was seated on 13 October, and proceeded to elect Ignazio La Russa, a known
admirer of Benito Mussolini, and Lorenzo Fontana, a strong opponent of LGBT rights, as President of the
Senate and of the Chamber of Deputies, respectively. The Meloni Cabinet was sworn in on 22 October, and
received parliamentary approval through two votes of confidence (one in each House of Parliament) afew
days thereafter.
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Giuseppe Conte (Italian pronunciation: [d?2u?z?ppe konte]; born 8 August 1964) is an Italian jurist,
academic, and politician who served as prime minister of Italy from June 2018 to February 2021. He has
been the president of the Five Star Movement (M5S) since August 2021.



Conte spent the greater part of his career as a private law professor and was also a member of the Italian
Bureau of Administrative Justice from 2013 to 2018. Following the 2018 Italian general election, he was
proposed as the independent leader of a coalition government between the M5S and the L eague, despite his
having never held any political position before. After both parties agreed on a programme of government, he
was sworn in as prime minister on 1 June by President Sergio Mattarella, appointing the M5S and League
leaders as hisjoint deputies. In August 2019, the League filed a motion of no confidence in the coalition
government and Conte offered to resign as prime minister; the M5S and the Democratic Party agreed to form
anew government, with Conte remaining at its head. This made Conte the first prime minister to lead two
separate Italian governments made up of right-wing and left-wing coalition partners.

Despite having begun his political career as a technocrat, appointed to implement the government programme
of M5S and the League, during the final months of hisfirst cabinet and throughout his second one Conte
became an increasingly influential and popular figure in Italian politics. During his premiership, he
introduced important reforms including the introduction of a guaranteed minimum income, a constitutional
reform to reduce the number of parliamentarians, nationalizations of ASPI (Italy's highway company),
Alitalia (the Italian flag carrier), and llva (Italy's largest steel company), as well as a stricter policy towards
illegal immigration. In 2020, Italy became one of the countries worst affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
His government was the first in the Western world to implement a national lockdown to stop the spread of
the disease. Despite being widely approved by public opinion, the lockdown was also described as the largest
suppression of constitutional rightsin the history of the Italian Republic, although the Constitution itself
authorizes such measuresin case of public health concerns. Conte's extensive use of prime ministerial
decrees to impose restrictions aimed at containing the pandemic gave rise to criticism from journalists,
political analysts, and opposition politicians, even if it was widely appreciated by public opinion, as shown
by several opinion polls. The economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic was especially severein Italy. In
July 2020, to assist with the COVID-19 recession, Conte and other European |eaders approved the Next
Generation EU package, by which Italy will receive 209 billion euros in grants and loans from the European
Recovery Fund.

When Matteo Renzi's Italia Vivawithdrew its support for Conte's government, it started the 2021 Italian
government crisisin January. Although Conte was able to win confidence votesin Parliament in the
subsequent days, he chose to resign after failing to reach an absolute majority in the Senate. When
negotiations to form Conte's third cabinet failed, the former president of the European Central Bank, Mario
Draghi was asked to form a national unity government.

Conte was the fifth prime minister appointed without prior political experience, after Carlo Azeglio Ciampi,
Silvio Berlusconi, Lamberto Dini, and Mario Monti, as well as the first from Southern Italy since Ciriaco De
Mitain 1989. Conte was also the longest-serving independent prime minister in the history of Italy, even
though he was widely seen as close to the M5S. Because of hisleadership style, Conte has often been
considered one of the leading examples of techno-populism, while hisfirst cabinet was described by many
publications, such as The New Y ork Times and |la Repubblica, as the "first modern populist government in
Western Europe”. Conte has often been called "the people's lawyer" (I'avvocato del popolo), as he described
himself during his first speech as prime minister.
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Tomas Caylai Grau (1895-1936) was a Spanish publisher and a Carlist politician.
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Vittorio Umberto Antonio Maria Sgarbi (born 8 May 1952) is an Italian art critic, art historian, writer,
politician, cultural commentator, and television personality. Heis president of the Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art of Trento and Rovereto. Appointed curator of the Italian Pavilion at the 2011 Venice
Biennale, Sgarbi is also a columnist for il Giornale and works as an art critic for Panorama and 1O Donna. A
popular ecletic and mediatic phenomenon, Sgarbi iswell known for his glib, verbal aggressiveness, and
insults, which often led to libels.

A multi-time member of the Italian Parliament, Sgarbi is best known for his mayoralty termsin several cities
(San Severino Marche, Salemi, Sutri, and Arpino) across different Italian regions (Marche, Sicily, and
Lazio). Heisaso well-known for his many party switches, starting in the Italian Socialist Party in 1990,
before switching to the Italian Liberal Party in 1992 and joining Silvio Berlusconi and his centre-right
coalition party Forza Italiain 1994, and to other minor liberal and centre-right parties, including founding its
own partiesin 1999, 2012, and 2017 (The Liberals Sgarbi, the Party of the Revolution, and Renaissance). In
2018, he returned to the 2013-refounded Forza ltalia. After afailed Senate bid in 2022, he was appointed
undersecretary for culture in the Meloni Cabinet.
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The Palazzo Contrari isabuilding of mediaeval origin located in Ferrarain Via Contrari (named after the
ancient and noble Contrari family), at no. 5, in the city centre, next to the Palazzo di San Crispino.

ViaContrari isaparallel to viaMazzini, once the main thoroughfare of the Jewish Ghetto, Ghetto di Ferrara.
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Lucrezia d'Este (16 December 1535 — 12 February 1598) was an Italian noblewoman. By birth she was a
member of the House of Este, and by marriage to Francesco Mariall della Rovere, Duke of Urbino, she was
Duchess consort of Urbino and Sora, and Lady consort of Pesaro, Senigallia, Fossombrone and Gubbio.

She was one of the most educated women of her time, and a notable patron of scientists and poets. The
negotiations she initiated with the Holy See preserved the sovereign status and titles of the Duchy of Modena
and Reggio for the House of Este.
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Maurizio Trifone (born 1953) is an Italian linguist and lexicographer.
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There are many different varieties of pasta. They are usually sorted by size, being long (pasta lunga), short
(pasta corta), stuffed (ripiena), cooked in broth (pastina), stretched (strascinati) or in dumpling-like form
(gnocchi/gnocchetti). Y et, due to the variety of shapes and regional variants, "one man's gnocchetto can be
another's strascinato”.

Some pasta varieties are uniquely regiona and not widely known; many types have different names based on
region or language. For example, the cut rotelle is also called ruote in Italy and ‘wagon wheels' in the United
States. Manufacturers and cooks often invent new shapes of pasta, or may rename pre-existing shapes for
marketing reasons.

Italian pasta names often end with the masculine plural diminutive suffixes-ini, -€lli, -illi, -etti or the
feminine pluras-ine, -€lle, etc., all conveying the sense of 'little'; or with the augmentative suffixes -oni, -
one, meaning 'large’. Other suffixes like -otti 'largish’, and -acci 'rough, badly made', may also occur. In
Italian, all pastatype names are plural, except lasagna.
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The Basilica of San Vitaeisalate antique church in Ravenna, Italy. The sixth-century church is an important
surviving example of early Byzantine art and architecture, and its mosaics in particular are some of the most-
studied works in Byzantine art. It is one of eight structures in Ravennainscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage List. Its foundational inscription describes the church as a basilica, though its centrally-planned
designis not typical of the basilicaform. Within the Roman Catholic Church it holds the honorific title of
basilicafor its historic and ecclesial importance.
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Palazzo dei Diamanti is a Renaissance palace located on Corso Ercole | d'Este 21 in Ferrara, region of Emilia
Romagna, Italy. The main floor of the Palace houses the Pinacoteca Nazionale di Ferrara (National Painting
Gallery of Ferrara).
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