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Political corruption isthe use of powers by government officials or their network contacts for illegitimate
private gain. Forms of corruption vary but can include bribery, lobbying, extortion, cronyism, nepotism,
parochialism, patronage, influence peddling, graft, and embezzlement. Corruption may facilitate criminal
enterprise, such as drug trafficking, money laundering, and human trafficking, although it is not restricted to
these activities.

Over time, corruption has been defined differently. For example, while performing work for a government or
as arepresentative, it is unethical to accept a gift. Any free gift could be construed as a scheme to lure the
recipient towards some biases. In most cases, the gift is seen as an intention to seek certain favors, such as
work promotion, tipping in order to win a contract, job, or exemption from certain tasks in the case of junior
worker handing in the gift to a senior employee who can be key in winning the favor.

Some forms of corruption, now called "institutional corruption”, are distinguished from bribery and other
kinds of obvious personal gain. For example, certain state institutions may consistently act against the
interests of the public, such as by misusing public funds for their own interest, or by engaging in illegal or
immoral behavior with impunity. Bribery and overt criminal acts by individuals may not necessarily be
evident but the institution nonetheless acts immorally as awhole. The mafia state phenomenon is an example
of institutional corruption.

Anillegal act by an officeholder constitutes political corruption only if the act is directly related to their
officia duties, is done under color of law or involves trading in influence. The activities that constitute illegal
corruption differ depending on the country or jurisdiction. For instance, some political funding practices that
are legal in one place may beillegal in another. In some cases, government officials have broad or ill-defined
powers, which make it difficult to distinguish between legal and illegal actions. Worldwide, bribery aoneis
estimated to involve over 1 trillion US dollars annually. A state of unrestrained political corruption is known
as akleptocracy, literally meaning "rule by thieves'.
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A central bank, reserve bank, national bank, or monetary authority is an institution that manages the
monetary policy of a country or monetary union. In contrast to acommercia bank, a central bank possesses a
monopoly on increasing the monetary base. Many central banks also have supervisory or regulatory powers
to ensure the stability of commercial banksin their jurisdiction, to prevent bank runs, and, in some cases, to
enforce policies on financial consumer protection, and against bank fraud, money laundering, or terrorism
financing. Central banks play a crucial role in macroeconomic forecasting, which is essential for guiding
monetary policy decisions, especially during times of economic turbulence.

Central banksin most developed nations are usually set up to be institutionally independent from political
interference, even though governments typically have governance rights over them, legidlative bodies
exercise scrutiny, and central banks frequently do show responsiveness to politics.



Issues like central bank independence, central bank policies, and rhetoric in central bank governors' discourse
or the premises of macroeconomic policies (monetary and fiscal policy) of the state, are afocus of contention
and criticism by some policymakers, researchers, and specialized business, economics, and finance media.
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Social cognitive theory (SCT), used in psychology, education, and communication, holds that portions of an
individual's knowledge acquisition can be directly related to observing others within the context of social
interactions, experiences, and outside mediainfluences. This theory was advanced by Albert Bandura as an
extension of hissocial learning theory. The theory states that when people observe a model performing a
behavior and the consequences of that behavior, they remember the sequence of events and use this
information to guide subsequent behaviors. Observing amodel can also prompt the viewer to engagein
behavior they already learned. Depending on whether people are rewarded or punished for their behavior and
the outcome of the behavior, the observer may choose to replicate behavior modeled. Media provides models
for avast array of people in many different environmental settings.
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The distribution of wealth is a comparison of the wealth of various members or groupsin a society. It shows
one aspect of economic inequality or economic heterogeneity.

The distribution of wealth differs from the income distribution in that it looks at the economic distribution of
ownership of the assets in a society, rather than the current income of members of that society. According to
the International Association for Research in Income and Wealth, "the world distribution of wealth is much
more unequal than that of income.”

For rankings regarding wealth, see list of countries by wealth equality or list of countries by wealth per adult.
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Surfing is a surface water sport in which an individual, a surfer (or two in tandem surfing), uses a board to
ride on the forward section, or face, of a moving wave of water, which usually carries the surfer towards the
shore. Waves suitable for surfing are primarily found on ocean shores, but can aso be found as standing
waves in the open ocean, in lakes, in riversin the form of atidal bore, or wave pools.

Surfing includes all forms of wave-riding using a board, regardless of the stance. There are several types of
boards. The Moche of Peru would often surf on reed craft, while the native peoples of the Pacific surfed
waves on alaia, paipo, and other such watercraft. Ancient cultures often surfed on their belly and knees, while
modern-day surfing is most often stand-up surfing, in which a surfer rides awave while standing on a
surfboard.

Another prominent form of surfing is body boarding, where a surfer rides the wave on a bodyboard, either
lying on their belly, drop knee (one foot and one knee on the board), or sometimes even standing up on a
body board. Other types of surfing include knee boarding, surf matting (riding inflatable mats) and using
foils. Body surfing, in which the wave is caught and ridden using the surfer's own body rather than a board, is



very common and is considered by some surfers to be the purest form of surfing. The closest form of body
surfing using a board is a handboard which normally has one strap over it to fit on one hand. Surfers who
body board, body surf, or handboard feel more drag as they move through the water than stand up surfers do.
This holds body surfersinto a more turbulent part of the wave (often completely submerged by whitewater).
In contrast, surfers who instead ride a hydrofoil feel substantially less drag and may ride unbroken wavesin
the open ocean.

Three major subdivisions within stand-up surfing are stand-up paddling, long boarding and short boarding
with several major differences including the board design and length, the riding style and the kind of wave
that is ridden.

In tow-in surfing (most often, but not exclusively, associated with big wave surfing), a motorized water
vehicle such as a personal watercraft, tows the surfer into the wave front, helping the surfer match alarge
wave's speed, which is generally a higher speed than a self-propelled surfer can produce. Surfing-related
sports such as paddle boarding and sea kayaking that are self-propelled by hand paddles do not require
waves, and other derivative sports such as kite surfing and windsurfing rely primarily on wind for power, yet
all of these platforms may also be used to ride waves. Recently with the use of V-drive boats, wakesurfing, in
which one surfs on the wake of aboat, has emerged. As of 2023, the Guinness Book of World Records
recognized a 26.2 m (86 ft) wave ride by Sebastian Steudtner in Nazaré, Portugal, as the largest wave ever
surfed.

During the winter season in the northern hemisphere, the North Shore of Oahu, the third-largest island of
Hawaii, is known for having some of the best waves in the world. Surfers from around the world flock to
breaks like Backdoor, Waimea Bay, and Pipeline. However, there are still many popular surf spots around the
world: Teahupo'o, located off the coast of Tahiti; Mavericks, California, United States; Cloudbreak, Tavarua
Island, Fiji; Superbank, Gold Coast, Australia.

In 2016, surfing was added by the International Olympic Committee (I0C) as an Olympic sport to begin at
the 2020 Summer Olympics in Japan.

The first gold medalists of the Tokyo 2020 surfing men and women's competitions were, respectively, the
Brazilian italo Ferreira and the American from Hawaii, Carissa Moore.
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The Betalsragl, or Ethiopian Jews, are a Jewish group originating in the Amhara and Tigray regions of
northern Ethiopia, where they were historically spread out across more than 500 small villages. The majority
were concentrated in what istoday North Gondar Zone, Shire Inda Selassie, Wolqgayit, Tselemti, Dembia,
Segelt, Quara, and Belesa. Since their official recognition as Jewish under Israel’'s Law of Return, most of the
Beta Israel immigrated to Israel, through severa Israeli government initiatives starting in 1979.

The ethnogenesis of the Beta Isragl is disputed, with genetic studies showing them to cluster closely with
non-Jewish Amharas and Tigrayans, with no indications of gene flow with Y emenite Jews in spite of their
geographic proximity.

The Beta I srael appear to have been lastingly isolated from broader Jewish communities, having historically
practiced a divergent non-Talmudic form of Judaism that is similar in some respects to Karaite Judaism. The
religious practices of Israeli Beta lsragl are referred to as Haymanot.

Due to Christian missionary activity, and persecution by the authorities, a significant portion of the Beta
Israel community converted to Christianity during the 19th and 20th centuries. Those who converted to
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Christianity later became known as the Falash Mura. The larger Christian Beta Abraham community is
considered to be a crypto-Jewish offshoot of the Beta Israel community.

The Beta lsragl first made extensive contact with other Jewish communitiesin the early 20th century, after
which a comprehensive rabbinic debate ensued over their Jewishness. Following halakhic and constitutional
discussions, Israeli authorities decided in 1977 that the Beta Israel qualified on all fronts for the Israeli Law
of Return. Thus, the Israeli government, with support from the United States, began a large-scale effort to
conduct transport operations and bring the Beta Israel to Israel in multiple waves. These activities included
Operation Banyarwanda, Operation Brothers, which evacuated the Beta Israel community in Sudan between
1979 and 1990 (including Operation Moses in 1984 and Operation Joshuain 1985), and Operation Solomon
in 1991.

By the end of 2008, 119,300 Ethiopian Jews wereliving in Israel, including nearly 81,000 born in Ethiopia
and about 38,500 (about 32% of the Ethiopian Jewish community in Israel) bornin Israel with at least one
parent born in Ethiopia or Eritrea (formerly a part of Ethiopia). At the end of 2019, there were 155,300 Jews
of Ethiopian descent in Isragl. Approximately 87,500 were born in Ethiopia, and 67,800 were born in Isragl
with parents born in Ethiopia. The Ethiopian Jewish community in Isragl is mostly composed of Beta | srael
(practicing both Haymanot and Rabbinic Judaism), but includes smaller numbers of Falash Murawho |eft
Christianity and began practicing Rabbinic Judaism upon their arrival in Isragl.
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A seaisalarge body of salt water. There are particular seas and the sea. The sea commonly refersto the
ocean, the interconnected body of seawaters that spans most of Earth. Particular seas are either marginal seas,
second-order sections of the oceanic sea (e.g. the Mediterranean Sea), or certain large, nearly landlocked
bodies of water.

The salinity of water bodies varies widely, being lower near the surface and the mouths of large rivers and
higher in the depths of the ocean; however, the relative proportions of dissolved salts vary little across the
oceans. The most abundant solid dissolved in seawater is sodium chloride. The water also contains salts of
magnesium, calcium, potassium, and mercury, among other elements, some in minute concentrations. A wide
variety of organisms, including bacteria, protists, algae, plants, fungi, and animals live in various marine
habitats and ecosystems throughout the seas. These range vertically from the sunlit surface and shoreline to
the great depths and pressures of the cold, dark abyssal zone, and in latitude from the cold waters under polar
ice caps to the warm waters of coral reefsin tropical regions. Many of the major groups of organisms evolved
in the sea and life may have started there.

The ocean moderates Earth's climate and has important roles in the water, carbon, and nitrogen cycles. The
surface of water interacts with the atmosphere, exchanging properties such as particles and temperature, as
well as currents. Surface currents are the water currents that are produced by the atmosphere's currents and its
winds blowing over the surface of the water, producing wind waves, setting up through drag slow but stable
circulations of water, asin the case of the ocean sustaining deep-sea ocean currents. Deep-sea currents,
known together as the global conveyor belt, carry cold water from near the poles to every ocean and
significantly influence Earth's climate. Tides, the generally twice-daily rise and fall of sealevels, are caused
by Earth's rotation and the gravitational effects of the Moon and, to alesser extent, of the Sun. Tides may
have a very high range in bays or estuaries. Submarine earthquakes arising from tectonic plate movements
under the oceans can lead to destructive tsunamis, as can volcanoes, huge landslides, or the impact of large
meteorites.



The seas have been an integral element for humans throughout history and culture. Humans harnessing and
studying the seas have been recorded since ancient times and evidenced well into prehistory, while its
modern scientific study is called oceanography and maritime space is governed by the law of the sea, with
admiralty law regulating human interactions at sea. The seas provide substantial supplies of food for humans,
mainly fish, but aso shellfish, mammals and seaweed, whether caught by fishermen or farmed underwater.
Other human uses of the seas include trade, travel, mineral extraction, power generation, warfare, and leisure
activities such as swimming, sailing, and scuba diving. Many of these activities create marine pollution.
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Government spending or expenditure includes al government consumption, investment, and transfer
payments. In national income accounting, the acquisition by governments of goods and services for current
use, to directly satisfy the individua or collective needs of the community, is classed as government final
consumption expenditure. Government acquisition of goods and services intended to create future benefits,
such as infrastructure investment or research spending, is classed as government investment (government
gross capital formation). These two types of government spending, on final consumption and on gross capital
formation, together constitute one of the major components of gross domestic product.

Spending by a government that issues its own currency is nominally self-financing. However, under afull
employment assumption, to acquire resources produced by its population without potential inflationary
pressures, removal of purchasing power must occur via government borrowing, taxes, custom duties, the sale
or lease of natural resources, and various fees like national park entry fees or licensing fees. When these
sovereign governments choose to temporarily remove spent money by issuing securities in its place, they pay
interest on the money borrowed. Changes in government spending are a major component of fiscal policy
used to stabilize the macroeconomic business cycle.

Public expenditure is spending made by the government of a country on collective or individua needs and
wants of public goods and public services, such as pension, healthcare, security, education subsidies,
emergency services, infrastructure, etc. Until the 19th century, public expenditure was limited due to laissez
faire philosophies. In the 20th century, John Maynard Keynes argued that the role of public expenditure was
pivotal in determining levels of income and distribution in the economy. Public expenditure plays an
important role in the economy asit establishes fiscal policy and provides public goods and services for
households and firms.
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