
Beowulf
Beowulf

Beowulf (/?be??w?lf/ ; Old English: B?owulf [?be?owu?f]) is an Old English poem, an epic in the tradition
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Beowulf ( ; Old English: B?owulf [?be?owu?f]) is an Old English poem, an epic in the tradition of Germanic
heroic legend consisting of 3,182 alliterative lines, contained in the Nowell Codex. It is one of the most
important and most often translated works of Old English literature. The date of composition is a matter of
contention among scholars; the only certain dating is for the manuscript, which was produced between 975
and 1025 AD. Scholars call the anonymous author the "Beowulf poet".

The story is set in pagan Scandinavia in the 5th and 6th centuries. Beowulf, a hero of the Geats, comes to the
aid of Hrothgar, the king of the Danes, whose mead hall Heorot has been under attack by the monster
Grendel for twelve years. After Beowulf slays him, Grendel's mother takes revenge and is in turn defeated.
Victorious, Beowulf goes home to Geatland and becomes king of the Geats. Fifty years later, Beowulf
defeats a dragon, but is mortally wounded in the battle. After his death, his attendants cremate his body and
erect a barrow on a headland in his memory.

Scholars have debated whether Beowulf was transmitted orally, affecting its interpretation: if it was
composed early, in pagan times, then the paganism is central and the Christian elements were added later,
whereas if it was composed later, in writing, by a Christian, then the pagan elements could be decorative
archaising; some scholars also hold an intermediate position.

Beowulf is written mostly in the Late West Saxon dialect of Old English, but many other dialectal forms are
present, suggesting that the poem may have had a long and complex transmission throughout the dialect areas
of England.

There has long been research into similarities with other traditions and accounts, including the Icelandic
Grettis saga, the Norse story of Hrolf Kraki and his bear-shapeshifting servant Bodvar Bjarki, the
international folktale the Bear's Son Tale, and the Irish folktale of the Hand and the Child. Persistent attempts
have been made to link Beowulf to tales from Homer's Odyssey or Virgil's Aeneid. More definite are biblical
parallels, with clear allusions to the books of Genesis, Exodus, and Daniel.

The poem survives in a single copy in the manuscript known as the Nowell Codex. It has no title in the
original manuscript, but has become known by the name of the story's protagonist. In 1731, the manuscript
was damaged by a fire that swept through Ashburnham House in London, which was housing Sir Robert
Cotton's collection of medieval manuscripts. It survived, but the margins were charred, and some readings
were lost. The Nowell Codex is housed in the British Library.

The poem was first transcribed in 1786; some verses were first translated into modern English in 1805, and
nine complete translations were made in the 19th century, including those by John Mitchell Kemble and
William Morris.

After 1900, hundreds of translations, whether into prose, rhyming verse, or alliterative verse were made,
some relatively faithful, some archaising, some attempting to domesticate the work. Among the best-known
modern translations are those of Edwin Morgan, Burton Raffel, Michael J. Alexander, Roy Liuzza, and
Seamus Heaney. The difficulty of translating Beowulf has been explored by scholars including J. R. R.
Tolkien (in his essay "On Translating Beowulf"), who worked on a verse and a prose translation of his own.
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Beowulf is a 2007 American animated fantasy action film produced and directed by Robert Zemeckis,
written by Neil Gaiman and Roger Avary, based on the Old English epic poem Beowulf, and featuring the
voices of Ray Winstone, Anthony Hopkins, Robin Wright, Brendan Gleeson, John Malkovich, Crispin
Glover, Alison Lohman, and Angelina Jolie. The film depicts a modern interpretation of the poem, with
certain changes to aspects of its story. It was produced by Shangri-La Entertainment and Zemeckis's
ImageMovers and features characters animated using motion-capture animation, which was previously used
in The Polar Express (2004) and Monster House (2006).

Beowulf premiered at Westwood, Los Angeles on November 5, 2007, and was released theatrically in the
United States on November 16, 2007, by Paramount Pictures, with Warner Bros. Pictures handling
international distribution. It grossed $196.4 million and was generally well received by most critics, though
there was criticism towards its deviations from the original poem.
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Beowülf is an American crossover thrash metal band formed in Venice Beach, California, in 1981 by
Michael Alvarado, Dale Henderson, Mike Jensen and Paul Yamada. The group never gained a large
mainstream success, but is considered one of the first bands that defined the "Venice Scene" in the 1980s,
along with Suicidal Tendencies, Los Cycos, Neighborhood Watch, No Mercy, Excel and Uncle Slam, who
all played a mix of skate punk, hardcore, heavy metal and thrash.

As of 2011, Beowülf has released six studio albums. They split up in 1995, but reformed in 2000. The band
has had numerous line-up changes and Henderson has been the only constant member. Their classic line-up
is Henderson (vocals), Mike Jensen (guitar), Paul Yamada (bass) and Michael Alvarado (drums).
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Beowulf (; Old English: B?owulf [?be?owu?f]) is a legendary Geatish hero in the eponymous epic poem, one
of the oldest surviving pieces of English literature.
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A Beowulf cluster is a computer cluster of normally identical, commodity-grade computers networked into a
small local area network with libraries and programs installed that allow processing to be shared among
them. The result is a high-performance parallel computing cluster from inexpensive personal computer
hardware.
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The .50 Beowulf (12.7x42mmRB) is a 12mm caliber rifle cartridge developed by Bill Alexander of
Alexander Arms for use in an AR-15 rifle.
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Beowulf, in comics, may refer to:

Beowulf (DC Comics), a DC Comics character and eponymous series starting in

Beowulf, a 1984 graphic novel, First Graphic Novel #1, from First Comics

Beowulf, a 2005 series from Speakeasy Comics

Beowulf, a 2006 series from Antarctic Press

Beowulf, a 2007 mini-series, and film adaptation, from IDW Publishing

Beowulf, a 2007 graphic from HarperCollins

Beowulf: The Graphic Novel, a 2007 graphic novel from Markosia

Gods of War, A 2016 Marvel series where Beowulf appears.

Beowulf (disambiguation)

Beowulf is an Old English epic poem. Beowulf may also refer to: Beowulf (hero), the main character of the
poem Beowulf (DC Comics), a DC Comics character

Beowulf is an Old English epic poem.

Beowulf may also refer to:
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Beowulf & Grendel is a 2005 Canadian-Icelandic fantasy adventure film directed by Sturla Gunnarsson,
loosely based on the Anglo-Saxon epic poem Beowulf. It stars Gerard Butler as Beowulf, Stellan Skarsgård
as Hrothgar, Ingvar Eggert Sigurðsson as Grendel and Sarah Polley as the witch Selma. The screenplay was
written by Andrew Rai Berzins. The soundtrack was composed by Hilmar Örn Hilmarsson.

The film was a cooperative effort among Eurasia Motion Pictures (Canada), Spice Factory (UK), and
Bjolfskvida (Iceland), and it was filmed in Iceland.

In 2006, a documentary of the difficult making of Beowulf & Grendel, called Wrath of Gods, was released
and went on to win six film awards in Europe and the U.S.
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Beowulf is a 1999 American science fantasy-action film loosely based on the Old English epic poem
Beowulf. The film was directed by Graham Baker and written by Mark Leahy and David Chappe. Unlike
most film adaptations of the poem, this version is a science-fiction/fantasy film that, according to one film
critic, "takes place in a post-apocalyptic, techno-feudal future that owes more to Mad Max than Beowulf."
While the film remains fairly true to the story of the original poem, other plot elements deviate from the
original poem (Hrothgar has an affair with Grendel's mother, and they have a child together, Grendel;
Hrothgar's wife commits suicide).
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