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Sacrifice is an act or offering made to a deity. A sacrifice can serve as propitiation, or a sacrifice can be an
offering of praise and thanksgiving.

Evidence of ritual animal sacrifice has been seen at least since ancient Hebrews and Greeks, and possibly
existed before that. Evidence of ritual human sacrifice can also be found back to at least pre-Columbian
civilizations of Mesoamerica as well as in European civilizations. Varieties of ritual non-human sacrifices are
practiced by numerous religions today.
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A Sacrifice is a 2024 psychological thriller drama film written and directed by Jordan Scott, and starring Eric
Bana, Sadie Sink, and Sylvia Hoeks. A co-production between Germany and United States, the film is an
adaptation of Nicholas Hogg's 2015 novel Tokyo.

A Sacrifice had a limited theatrical release in the United States by Vertical Entertainment on 28 June 2024. It
had a limited release in Germany on 1 August 2024. It received generally poor reviews.
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Human sacrifice is the act of killing one or more humans as part of a ritual, which is usually intended to
please or appease gods, a human ruler, public or jurisdictional demands for justice by capital punishment, an
authoritative/priestly figure, spirits of dead ancestors or as a retainer sacrifice, wherein a monarch's servants
are killed in order for them to continue to serve their master in the next life. Closely related practices found in
some tribal societies are cannibalism and headhunting. Human sacrifice is also known as ritual murder.

Human sacrifice was practiced in many societies, beginning in prehistoric times. By the Iron Age (1st
millennium BCE), with the associated developments in religion (the Axial Age), human sacrifice was
becoming less common throughout Africa, Europe, and Asia. During classical antiquity, it came to be looked
down upon as barbaric. In the Americas, however, human sacrifice continued to be practiced, by some, to
varying degrees until the European colonization of the Americas. Today, human sacrifice has become
extremely rare.

Modern secular laws treat human sacrifices as murder. Most major religions in the modern day condemn the
practice. For example in Hinduism, the Shrimad Bhagavatam condemns human sacrifice and cannibalism,
warning of severe punishment in the afterlife for those who commit such acts.
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A sacrifice is the practice of offering food, or the lives of animals or people to the gods, as an act of
propitiation or worship.

Sacrifice may also refer to:
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Sacrifice is an upcoming action adventure comedy film directed by Romain Gavras, and co-written by
Gavras and Will Arbery. It stars an ensemble cast that

Sacrifice is an upcoming action adventure comedy film directed by Romain Gavras, and co-written by
Gavras and Will Arbery. It stars an ensemble cast that features Anya Taylor-Joy, Chris Evans, Salma Hayek,
Vincent Cassel, Ambika Mod, Sam Richardson, Charli XCX and John Malkovich.

The film will have its world premiere in the Special Presentations section of the 2025 Toronto International
Film Festival on September 6, 2025.
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Child sacrifice is the ritualistic killing of children in order to please or appease a deity, supernatural beings,
or sacred social order, tribal, group or national loyalties in order to achieve a desired result. As such, it is a
form of human sacrifice.

Child sacrifice is thought to be an extreme extension of the idea that the more important the object of
sacrifice, the more devout the person rendering it.

The practice of child sacrifice in Europe and the Near East appears to have ended as a part of the religious
transformations of late antiquity.
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Human sacrifice was a common practice in many parts of Mesoamerica. The rite was not new to the Aztecs
when they arrived at the Valley of Mexico, nor was it something unique to pre-Columbian Mexico. Other
Mesoamerican cultures, such as the Purépechas and Toltecs, and the Maya performed sacrifices as well, and
from archaeological evidence, it probably existed since the time of the Olmecs (1200–400 BC), and perhaps
even throughout the early farming cultures of the region. However, the extent of human sacrifice is unknown
among several Mesoamerican civilizations. What distinguished Aztec practice from Maya human sacrifice
was the way in which it was embedded in everyday life.

In 1519, explorers such as Hernán Cortés conquered the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan and made observations
of and wrote reports about the practice of human sacrifice. Bernal Díaz del Castillo, who participated in the
Cortés expedition, made frequent mention of human sacrifice in his memoir True History of the Conquest of
New Spain. There are a number of second-hand accounts of human sacrifices written by Spanish friars that
relate to the testimonies of native eyewitnesses. The literary accounts have been supported by archeological
research.
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Since the late 1970s, excavations of the offerings in the Great Pyramid of Tenochtitlan, and other
archaeological sites, have provided physical evidence of human sacrifice among the Mesoamerican peoples.
As of 2020, archaeologists have found 603 human skulls at the Hueyi Tzompantli in the archeological zone
of the Templo Mayor.

A wide variety of interpretations of the Aztec practice of human sacrifice have been proposed by modern
scholars. Many scholars now believe that Aztec human sacrifice, especially during troubled times like
pandemic or other crises, was performed in honor of the gods. Most scholars of Pre-Columbian civilization
see human sacrifice among the Aztecs as a part of the long cultural tradition of human sacrifice in
Mesoamerica.
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In baseball, a sacrifice bunt (also called a sacrifice hit) is a batter's act of deliberately bunting the ball, before
there are two outs, in a manner that allows a baserunner to advance to another base. The batter is almost
always put out, and hence sacrificed (to a certain degree that is the intent of the batter), but sometimes
reaches base on an error or fielder's choice. In that situation, if runners still advance bases, it is still scored a
sacrifice bunt instead of the error or the fielder's choice. Sometimes the batter may safely reach base by
simply outrunning the throw to first; this is not scored as a sacrifice bunt but rather a single.

A successful sacrifice bunt does not count as an at bat, does not impact a player's batting average, and counts
as a plate appearance. Unlike a sacrifice fly, a sacrifice bunt is not included in the calculation of the player's
on-base percentage. If the official scorer believes that the batter was attempting to bunt for a base hit and not
solely to advance the runners, the batter is charged an at bat and is not credited with a sacrifice bunt.

In leagues without a designated hitter, sacrifice bunts are most commonly attempted by pitchers, who are
typically not productive hitters. Managers consider that if a pitcher's at bat will probably result in an out, they
might as well go out in a way most likely to advance the runners. The play also obviates the need for the
pitcher to run the base paths, and hence avoids the risk of injury. Some leadoff hitters also bunt frequently in
similar situations and may be credited with a sacrifice, but as they are often highly skilled bunters and faster
runners, they are often trying to get on base as well as advance runners.

A sacrifice bunt attempted while a runner is on third is called a squeeze play. A sacrifice bunt attempted
while a runner on third is attempting to steal home is called a suicide squeeze.

Although a sacrifice bunt is not the same as a sacrifice fly, both fell under the same statistical category until
1954.

In scoring, a sacrifice bunt may be denoted by SH, S, or, occasionally, SAC.
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Eid al-Adha (Arabic: ??? ??????, romanized: ??d al-?A???, lit. 'Feast of Sacrifice') is the second of the two
main festivals in Islam alongside Eid al-Fitr. It falls on the 10th of Dhu al-Hijja, the twelfth and final month
of the Islamic calendar. Celebrations and observances are generally carried forward to the three following
days, known as the Tashreeq days.
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Eid al-Adha, depending on country and language is also called the Greater or Large Eid (Arabic: ?????
??????, romanized: al-??d al-Kab?r). As with Eid al-Fitr, the Eid prayer is performed on the morning of Eid
al-Adha, after which the udhiyah or the ritual sacrifice of a livestock animal, is performed. In Islamic
tradition, it honours the willingness of Abraham to sacrifice his son as an act of obedience to God's
command. Depending on the narrative, either Ishmael or Isaac are referred to with the honorific title
"Sacrifice of God". Pilgrims performing the Hajj typically perform the tawaf and saee of Hajj on Eid al-
Adha, along with the ritual stoning of the Devil on the Eid day and the following days.
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Animal sacrifice is the ritual killing and offering of animals, usually as part of a religious ritual or to appease
or maintain favour with a deity. Animal sacrifices were common throughout Europe and the Ancient Near
East until the spread of Christianity in Late Antiquity, and continue in some cultures or religions today.
Human sacrifice, where it existed, was always much rarer.

All or only part of a sacrificial animal may be offered; some cultures, like the Ancient Greeks ate most of the
edible parts of the sacrifice in a feast, and burnt the rest as an offering. Others burnt the whole animal
offering, called a holocaust. Usually, the best animal or best share of the animal is the one presented for
offering.

Animal sacrifice should generally be distinguished from the religiously prescribed methods of ritual slaughter
of animals for normal consumption as food.

During the Neolithic Revolution, early humans began to move from hunter-gatherer cultures toward
agriculture, leading to the spread of animal domestication. In a theory presented in Homo Necans,
mythologist Walter Burkert suggests that the ritual sacrifice of livestock may have developed as a
continuation of ancient hunting rituals, as livestock replaced wild game in the food supply.
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