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Sicily (Italian and Sicilian: Sicilia), officially the Sicilian Region (Italian: Regione Siciliana), is an island in
the central Mediterranean Sea and one of the 20 regions of Italy, situated south of the Italian Peninsula in
continental Europe. With 4.7 million inhabitants, including 1.2 million in and around the capital city of
Palermo, it is both the largest and most populous island in the Mediterranean Sea.

Sicily is named after the Sicels, who inhabited the eastern part of the island during the Iron Age. Sicily has a
rich and unique culture in arts, music, literature, cuisine, and architecture. Its most prominent landmark is
Mount Etna, the tallest active volcano in Europe, and one of the most active in the world, currently 3,403 m
(11,165 ft) high. The island has a typical Mediterranean climate. It is separated from Calabria by the Strait of
Messina. It is one of the five Italian autonomous regions and is generally considered part of Southern Italy.

The earliest archaeological record of human activity on the island dates to around 14,000 BC. By around 750
BC, Sicily had three Phoenician and a dozen Greek colonies along its coasts, becoming one of the centers of
Magna Graecia. The Sicilian Wars of 580–265 BC were fought between the Carthaginians and Greeks, and
the Punic Wars of 264–146 BC were fought between Rome and Carthage. The Roman province of Sicilia
ended with the fall of the Roman Empire in the 5th century AD. Sicily was ruled during the Early Middle
Ages by the Vandals, the Ostrogoths, the Byzantine Empire, and the Emirate of Sicily.

The Norman conquest of southern Italy led to the creation of the County of Sicily in 1071, which was
succeeded by the Kingdom of Sicily in 1130. In 1816, the kingdom unified with the Kingdom of Naples to
form the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. Following the Sicilian Vespers in 1282, Sicily was ruled by Aragon
and then Spain, either in personal union with the crown or by a cadet branch, except for a brief period of
Savoy and then Habsburg rule in 1713–1735. Following the Expedition of the Thousand, an invasion led by
Giuseppe Garibaldi, and a subsequent plebiscite, the island became part of the newly unified Italy in 1860.
Sicily was given special status as an autonomous administrative division on 15 May 1946, 18 days before the
1946 Italian institutional referendum.
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Sicilia (Roman province), a Roman province

Sicilia (surname), a surname

Sicilia!, a 1998 Italian black-and-white film directed by Danièle Huillet and Jean-Marie Straub

Italian ironclad Sicilia

SS Sicilia, a German steamship



La Sicilia, Italian national daily newspaper for the island of Sicily., breed of horse from Sicily

Vega Sicilia, a Spanish winery in the Ribera del Duero

1258 Sicilia, dark background asteroid from the outer regions of the asteroid belt
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Sicilia is a surname. Notable people with the surname include:

Gina Sicilia (born 1985), American singer, songwriter, and musician

Gustavo Sáenz de Sicilia (1885 – 1950), a Mexican silent film director, producer, journalist, civil engineer,
and founder of Compañía Nacional Productora de Películas

Horacio Sicilia (born 1974), Argentine rower

Javier Sicilia (born 1956), Mexican poet, essayist, novelist, peace activist and journalist

Joan Enric Vives i Sicília (born 1949), Spanish cleric

Joan Francesc Ferrer Sicilia (born 1970), Spanish former footballer

José María Sicilia (born 1954), Spanish abstractionist painter

Nina Sicilia (born 1962), Venezuelan model and beauty queen

Pablo Sicilia (born 1981), Spanish former footballer

Sam Sicilia (born 1986), American professional mixed martial artist
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Syracuse ( SY-r?-kewss, -?kewz; Italian: Siracusa [sira?ku?za] ; Sicilian: Saragusa [sa?a?u?sa]) is a city and
municipality, capital of the free municipal consortium of the same name, located in the autonomous region
Sicily in Italy. As of 2025, with a population of 115,636, it is the fourth most populous city in Sicily,
following Palermo, Catania, and Messina.

Situated on the southeastern coast of the island, Syracuse boasts a millennia-long history: counted among the
largest metropolises of the classical age, it rivaled Athens in power and splendor, which unsuccessfully
attempted to subjugate it. It was the birthplace of the mathematician Archimedes, who led its defense during
the Roman siege in 212 BC. Syracuse became the capital of the Byzantine Empire under Constans II. For
centuries, it served as the capital of Sicily, until the Muslim invasion of 878, which led to its decline in favor
of Palermo. With the Christian reconquest, it became a Norman county within the Kingdom of Sicily.

During the Spanish era, it transformed into a fortress, with its historic center, Ortygia, adopting its current
Baroque appearance following reconstruction after the devastating 1693 earthquake. During World War II, in
1943, the armistice that ended hostilities between the Kingdom of Italy and the Anglo-American allies was
signed southwest of Syracuse, in the contrada of Santa Teresa Longarini, historically known as the Armistice
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of Cassibile.

Renowned for its vast historical, architectural, and scenic wealth, Syracuse was designated by UNESCO in
2005, together with the Necropolis of Pantalica, as a World Heritage Site.
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Sicilia! (Italian: [si?t?i?lja]) is a 1999 Italian black-and-white film directed by Danièle Huillet and Jean-
Marie Straub. Sicilia! follows a man returning to visit his native Sicily, after living in New York City for
many years. The film is an adaptation of Elio Vittorini's anti-fascist novel Conversations in Sicily, which was
first published in 1941.

The film was screened in the Un Certain Regard section at the 1999 Cannes Film Festival. It was included in
the 37th New York Film Festival.
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Joan-Enric Vives i Sicília (Catalan: [?u?an ?n?ri? ?bi??z i si?sili.?]; born 24 July 1949) is a Spanish Catholic
prelate who served as Bishop of Urgell and ex officio episcopal Co-Prince of Andorra from 2003 to 2025.
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The Kingdom of Sicily (Latin: Regnum Siciliae; Sicilian: Regnu di Sicilia; Italian: Regno di Sicilia) was a
state that existed in Sicily and the southern Italian Peninsula as well as, for a time, in Northern Africa, from
its founding by Roger II of Sicily in 1130 until 1816. It was a successor state of the County of Sicily, which
had been founded in 1071 during the Norman conquest of the southern peninsula. The island was divided
into three regions: Val di Mazara, Val Demone and Val di Noto.

After a brief rule by Charles of Anjou, a revolt in 1282 known as the Sicilian Vespers threw off Angevin rule
in the island of Sicily. The Angevins managed to maintain control in the mainland part of the kingdom,
which became a separate entity also styled Kingdom of Sicily, although it is retroactively referred to as the
Kingdom of Naples. Sicily (officially known as the Kingdom of Trinacria between 1282 and 1442) at the
other hand, remained an independent kingdom ruled by relatives of the House of Barcelona, and was then
added permanently to the Crown of Aragon as a result of the Compromise of Caspe of 1412. Following the
dynastic union of the crowns of Castile and Aragon in 1479, it was a viceroyalty of the Spanish kingdom.
During the War of the Spanish Succession (1700–1714), the island was taken over by the House of Savoy. In
1720, Savoy gave it to Austria in exchange for Sardinia. Later, the island was ruled by a branch of the
Bourbons. Following the Napoleonic period, the Kingdom of Sicily was formally merged with the Kingdom
of Naples to form the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, which in 1861 became part of the new unified Kingdom
of Italy.
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Antenna Sicilia is a regional Italian television station owned and operated by La Sicilia, a daily newspaper
for the island of Sicily. The most popular program of the channel is Insieme (Together).
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Juan Carlos I (Spanish: [xwa??ka?los]; Juan Carlos Alfonso Víctor María de Borbón y Borbón-Dos Sicilias,
born 5 January 1938) is a member of the Spanish royal family who reigned as King of Spain from 22
November 1975 until his abdication on 19 June 2014. In Spain, since his abdication, Juan Carlos has usually
been referred to as the rey emérito ('king emeritus') by the press.

Juan Carlos is the son of Infante Juan, Count of Barcelona, and grandson of Alfonso XIII, the last king of
Spain before the abolition of the monarchy in 1931 and the subsequent declaration of the Second Spanish
Republic. Juan Carlos was born in Rome, Italy, during his family's exile. Francisco Franco took over the
government of Spain after his victory in the Spanish Civil War in 1939, yet in 1947 Spain's status as a
monarchy was affirmed and a law was passed allowing Franco to choose his successor. Juan Carlos's father
assumed his claims to the throne after King Alfonso XIII died in February 1941. However, Franco saw Juan
Carlos's father to be too liberal and in 1969 declared Juan Carlos his successor as head of state.

Juan Carlos spent his early years in Italy and came to Spain in 1947 to continue his studies. After completing
his secondary education in 1955, he began his military training and entered the General Military Academy at
Zaragoza. Later, he attended the Naval Military School and the General Academy of the Air, and finished his
tertiary education at the University of Madrid. In 1962, Juan Carlos married Princess Sophia of Greece and
Denmark in Athens. The couple have three children: Elena, Cristina, and Felipe. Due to Franco's advanced
age and declining health amid his struggle with Parkinson's disease, Juan Carlos first began periodically
acting as Spain's head of state in the summer of 1974. In November the following year, Franco died and Juan
Carlos became king.

Juan Carlos was expected to continue Franco's legacy, but instead introduced reforms to dismantle the
Francoist regime and to begin the Spanish transition to democracy soon after his accession. This led to the
approval of the Spanish Constitution of 1978 in a referendum which re-established a constitutional
monarchy. In 1981, Juan Carlos played a major role in preventing a coup that attempted to revert to Francoist
government in the King's name. In 2008, he was considered the most popular leader across all Ibero-
America. Hailed for his role in Spain's transition to democracy, the King and the monarchy's reputation
began to suffer after controversies surrounding his family arose, exacerbated by the public controversy
centering on an elephant-hunting trip he undertook during a time of financial crisis in Spain.

In June 2014, Juan Carlos abdicated in favour of his son, who acceded to the throne as Felipe VI. Since
August 2020, Juan Carlos has lived in self-imposed exile from Spain over allegedly improper ties to business
deals in Saudi Arabia. The New York Times estimated in 2014 that Juan Carlos's fortune was around €1.8
billion ($2.3 billion).
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Samuel Travis Sicilia (born February 1, 1986) is an American professional mixed martial artist who currently
competes in the featherweight division for Bellator MMA. A professional competitor since 2007, Sicilia
formerly competed for the UFC, and was on FX's The Ultimate Fighter: Live.
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