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In ancient Greek religion and mythology, Artemis (; Ancient Greek: ???????) is the goddess of the hunt, the
wilderness, wild animals, transitions, nature, vegetation, childbirth, care of children, and chastity. In later
times, she was identified with Selene, the personification of the Moon. She was often said to roam the forests
and mountains, attended by her entourage of nymphs. The goddess Diana is her Roman equivalent.

In Greek tradition, Artemis is the daughter of Zeus and Leto, and twin sister of Apollo. In most accounts, the
twins are the products of an extramarital liaison. For this, Zeus's wife Hera forbade Leto from giving birth
anywhere on solid land. Only the island of Delos gave refuge to Leto, allowing her to give birth to her
children. In one account, Artemis is born first and then proceeds to assist Leto in the birth of the second twin,
Apollo.

Artemis was a kourotrophic (child-nurturing) deity, being the patron and protector of young children,
especially young girls. Artemis was worshipped as one of the primary goddesses of childbirth and midwifery
along with Eileithyia and Hera. She was also a patron of healing and disease, particularly among women and
children, and believed to send both good health and illness upon women and children. Artemis was one of the
three major virgin goddesses, alongside Athena and Hestia. Artemis preferred to remain an unmarried maiden
and was one of the three Greek goddesses over whom Aphrodite had no power.

In myth and literature, Artemis is presented as a hunting goddess of the woods, surrounded by her chaste
band of nymphs. In the myth of Actaeon, when the young hunter sees her bathing naked, he is transformed
into a deer by the angered goddess and is then devoured by his own hunting dogs, who do not recognize their
master. In the story of Callisto, the girl is driven away from Artemis's company after breaking her vow of
virginity, having lain with and been impregnated by Zeus. In the Epic tradition, Artemis halted the winds
blowing the Greek ships during the Trojan War, stranding the Greek fleet in Aulis, after King Agamemnon,
the leader of the expedition, shot and killed her sacred deer. Artemis demanded the sacrifice of Iphigenia,
Agamemnon's young daughter, as compensation for her slain deer. In most versions, when Iphigenia is led to
the altar to be offered as a sacrifice, Artemis pities her and takes her away, leaving a deer in her place. In the
war that followed, Artemis supported the Trojans against the Greeks, and she challenged Hera in battle.

Artemis was one of the most widely venerated of the Ancient Greek deities; her worship spread throughout
ancient Greece, with her multiple temples, altars, shrines, and local veneration found everywhere in the
ancient world. Her great temple at Ephesus was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, before it
was burnt to the ground. Artemis's symbols included a bow and arrow, a quiver, and hunting knives, and the
deer and the cypress were sacred to her. Diana, her Roman equivalent, was especially worshipped on the
Aventine Hill in Rome, near Lake Nemi in the Alban Hills, and in Campania.
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The Artemis program is a Moon exploration program led by the United States' National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA), formally established in 2017 via Space Policy Directive 1. The program is
intended to reestablish a human presence on the Moon for the first time since the Apollo 17 mission in 1972,



with a stated long-term goal to establish a permanent base on the Moon and facilitate human missions to
Mars.

Two principal elements of the Artemis program are derived from the now-cancelled Constellation program:
the Orion spacecraft (with the ESM instead of a US-built service module) and the Space Launch System's
solid rocket boosters (originally developed for the Ares V). Other elements of the program, such as the Lunar
Gateway space station and the Human Landing System, are in development by government space agencies
and private spaceflight companies, collaborations bound by the Artemis Accords and governmental contracts.

The Space Launch System, Orion spacecraft and the Human Landing System form the main spaceflight
infrastructure for Artemis, and the Lunar Gateway plays a supporting role in human habitation. Supporting
infrastructures for Artemis include the Commercial Lunar Payload Services, development of ground
infrastructures, Artemis Base Camp on the Moon, Moon rovers, and spacesuits. Some aspects of the program
have been criticized, such as the use of a near-rectilinear halo orbit and the program's sustainability.

Orion's first launch on the Space Launch System was originally set in 2016, but faced numerous delays; it
launched on November 16, 2022, as the Artemis I mission, with robots and mannequins aboard. As of May
2025, the crewed Artemis II launch is expected to take place in early 2026, the Artemis III crewed lunar
landing is scheduled for mid-2027, the Artemis IV docking with the Lunar Gateway is planned for late 2028,
the Artemis V docking with the European Space Agency's ESPRIT, Canada's Canadarm3, and NASA's Lunar
Terrain Vehicle is planned for early 2030, and the Artemis VI docking which is expected to integrate the
Crew and Science Airlock with the Lunar Gateway station is planned for early 2031. After Artemis VI,
NASA plans yearly landings on the Moon from then on.

The program faced its greatest existential threat as the economics of launch costs began to change drastically
due to reusable launch vehicles in the early 2020s. After multiple sessions of Congress debated the viability
of the program, it was ultimately funded by passage of the 2025 One Big Beautiful Bill Act.
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The Temple of Artemis or Artemision (Greek: ??????????; Turkish: Artemis Tap?na??), also known as the
Temple of Diana, was a Greek temple dedicated to an ancient, localised form of the goddess Artemis
(equated with the Roman goddess Diana). It was located in Ephesus (near the modern town of Selçuk in
present-day Turkey). It is believed to have been ruined or destroyed by AD 401.

Only foundations and fragments of the last temple remain at the site.

The earliest version of the temple (a Bronze Age temenos) antedated the Ionic immigration by many years.
Callimachus, in his Hymn to Artemis, attributed it to the Amazons. In the 7th century BC, it was destroyed
by a flood.

Its reconstruction, in more grandiose form, began around 550 BC, under Chersiphron, the Cretan architect,
and his son Metagenes. The project was funded by Croesus of Lydia, and took 10 years to complete. This
version of the temple was destroyed in 356 BC by an arsonist, commonly thought to have been a notoriety-
seeker named Herostratus.

The next, greatest, and last form of the temple, funded by the Ephesians themselves, is described in Antipater
of Sidon's list of the world's Seven Wonders:

I have set eyes on the wall of lofty Babylon on which is a road for chariots, and the statue of Zeus by the
Alpheus, and the hanging gardens, and the colossus of the Sun, and the huge labour of the high pyramids, and
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the vast tomb of Mausolus; but when I saw the house of Artemis that mounted to the clouds, those other
marvels lost their brilliancy, and I said, "Lo, apart from Olympus, the Sun never looked on aught so grand".
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Artemis II is a planned mission under the Artemis program, led by NASA. It is intended to be the second
flight of the Space Launch System (SLS) and the first crewed mission of the Orion spacecraft. As of August
2025, launch is scheduled for April 2026.

The mission will carry NASA astronauts Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover, and Christina Koch, along with
Jeremy Hansen of the Canadian Space Agency, on a free-return trajectory around the Moon and back to
Earth. It would be the first crewed mission to travel beyond low Earth orbit since Apollo 17 in 1972.

Artemis II was originally designated Exploration Mission-2 (EM-2) and was initially intended to support the
now-canceled Asteroid Redirect Mission. Its objectives were revised following the establishment of the
Artemis program.
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The Fowl Adventures is a series of eleven fantasy novels written by Irish author Eoin Colfer revolving
around various members of the Fowl family. The first cycle, the eight-book Artemis Fowl, follows elf Lower
Elements Police Reconnaissance (LEPRecon) officer Holly Short as she faces the forces of criminal
mastermind Artemis Fowl II; later on in the cycle the adversaries are forced to work together, gradually
becoming firm friends/brief love interests while saving the world. The second cycle, the three-book The Fowl
Twins, received commercial success and positive critical reception. It has also originated graphic novel
adaptations. In 2010, Artemis Fowl was selected by readers and voters as their favorite Puffin Books title of
all time. According to the author's website, over 25 million copies of the novels have been sold in 40
languages.

A film adaptation based on the first novel was in the process of development by Disney from 2016, and
eventually released on the Disney+ streaming service on June 12, 2020 to negative reviews, before being
removed from the service on May 26, 2023.
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Artemis III is planned to be the first crewed Moon landing mission of the Artemis program and the first
crewed flight of the Starship HLS lander. Artemis III is planned to be the second crewed Artemis mission
and the first crewed lunar landing since Apollo 17 in December 1972. As of December 2024, NASA
officially expects Artemis III to launch no earlier than mid-2027 due to heat shield issues on Orion and valve
problems in the spacecraft's life support system.

In August 2023, due to delays in the development of Starship, NASA officials expressed an openness to
flying Artemis III without a crewed landing. In this case, the mission may become a crewed visit to the Lunar
Gateway. In April 2024, it was reported that alternative mission options being internally evaluated by NASA
include a test of docking between Orion and Starship HLS in low Earth orbit. Due to the second Trump
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administration's fiscal year 2026 budget proposal, which involves major budget cuts for NASA, Artemis III
could be the final mission to use the Space Launch System and Orion spacecraft.
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Artemis I, formerly Exploration Mission-1 (EM-1), was an uncrewed Moon-orbiting mission that was
launched in November 2022. As the first major spaceflight of NASA's Artemis program, Artemis I marked
the agency's return to lunar exploration after the conclusion of the Apollo program five decades earlier. It
was the first integrated flight test of the Orion spacecraft and Space Launch System (SLS) rocket, and its
main objective was to test the Orion spacecraft, especially its heat shield, in preparation for subsequent
Artemis missions. These missions seek to reestablish a human presence on the Moon and demonstrate
technologies and business approaches needed for future scientific studies, including exploration of Mars.

The Orion spacecraft for Artemis I was stacked on October 20, 2021, and on August 17, 2022, the fully
stacked vehicle was rolled out for launch after a series of delays caused by difficulties in pre-flight testing.
The first two launch attempts were canceled due to a faulty engine temperature reading on August 29, 2022,
and a hydrogen leak during fueling on September 3, 2022. Artemis I was launched on November 16, 2022, at
06:47:44 UTC (01:47:44 EST).

Artemis I was launched from Launch Complex 39B at the Kennedy Space Center. After reaching Earth orbit,
the upper stage carrying the Orion spacecraft separated and performed a trans-lunar injection before releasing
Orion and deploying ten CubeSat satellites. Orion completed one flyby of the Moon on November 21,
entered a distant retrograde orbit for six days, and completed a second flyby of the Moon on December 5.

The Orion spacecraft then returned and reentered the Earth's atmosphere with the protection of its heat shield,
splashing down in the Pacific Ocean on December 11. The mission aims to certify Orion and the Space
Launch System for crewed flights beginning with Artemis II, which is scheduled to perform a crewed lunar
flyby no earlier than April 2026. After Artemis II, Artemis III will involve a crewed lunar landing, the first
since Apollo 17 in 1972.
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Time History of Events and Macroscale Interactions during Substorms (THEMIS) mission began in February
2007 as a constellation of five NASA satellites (THEMIS-A through THEMIS-E) to study energy releases
from Earth's magnetosphere known as substorms, magnetic phenomena that intensify auroras near Earth's
poles. The name of the mission is an acronym alluding to the Titan Themis.

Three of the satellites orbit the Earth within the magnetosphere, while two have been moved into orbit
around the Moon. Those two were renamed ARTEMIS for Acceleration, Reconnection, Turbulence and
Electrodynamics of the Moon's Interaction with the Sun. THEMIS-B became ARTEMIS-P1 and THEMIS-C
became ARTEMIS-P2. ARTEMIS-P1 and -P2 together comprise the THEMIS–ARTEMIS mission.

The THEMIS satellites were launched 17 February 2007 from SLC-17B aboard a Delta II launch vehicle.
Each satellite carries five identical instruments, including a fluxgate magnetometer (FGM), an electrostatic
analyzer (ESA), a solid state telescope (SST), a search-coil magnetometer (SCM) and an electric field
instrument (EFI). Each probe has a mass of 126 kg (278 lb), including 49 kg (108 lb) of hydrazine fuel.
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THEMIS data can be accessed using the SPEDAS software. Canada, Austria, Germany, and France also
contributed to the mission.
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Artemis is a 2017 science fiction novel by American writer Andy Weir. It takes place in the late 2080s in
Artemis, the first and so far only city on the Moon. It follows the life of porter and smuggler Jasmine "Jazz"
Bashara as she gets caught up in a conspiracy for control of the city.

The audiobook edition (published by Amazon.com) is narrated by Rosario Dawson.
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Artemis is the ancient Greek goddess of the hunt, the wilderness, wild animals, the Moon, and chastity.
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