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Voting is the process of choosing officials or policies by casting a ballot, a document used by people to
formally express their preferences. Republics and representative democracies are governments where the
population chooses representatives by voting.

The procedure for identifying the winners based on votes varies depending on both the country and the
political office. Political scientists call these procedures electoral systems, while mathematicians and
economists call them social choice rules. The study of these rules and what makes them good or bad is the
subject of a branch of welfare economics known as social choice theory.

In smaller organizations, voting can occur in many different ways: formally via ballot to elect others for
example within a workplace, to elect members of political associations, or to choose roles for others; or
informally with a spoken agreement or a gesture like a raised hand. In larger organizations, like countries,
voting is generally confined to periodic elections.

Vote (disambiguation)

up vote in Wiktionary, the free dictionary. A vote is a formal method of choosing in an election. Vote(s) or
The Vote may also refer to: V.O.T.E., an

A vote is a formal method of choosing in an election.

Vote(s) or The Vote may also refer to:
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Postal voting is voting in an election where ballot papers are distributed to electors (and typically returned)
by post, in contrast to electors voting in person at a polling station or electronically via an electronic voting
system.

In an election, postal votes may be available on demand or limited to individuals meeting certain criteria,
such as a proven inability to travel to a designated polling place. Most electors are required to apply for a
postal vote, although some may receive one by default. In some elections postal voting is the only voting
method allowed and is referred to as all-postal voting. With the exception of those elections, postal votes
constitute a form of early voting and may be considered an absentee ballot.

Typically, postal votes must be mailed back before the scheduled election day. However, in some
jurisdictions return methods may allow for dropping off the ballot in person via secure drop boxes or at
voting centers. Postal votes may be processed by hand or scanned and counted electronically. The history of
postal voting dates back to the 19th century, and modern-day procedures and availability vary by jurisdiction.
Research, focused on the United States and using data from states where postal voting is widely
available—California, Oregon and Washington—shows that the availability of postal voting tends to increase
voter turnout.



Electoral laws typically stipulate a series of checks to protect against voter fraud and allow for the integrity
and secrecy of the submitted ballot to be maintained. Known instances of fraud are very rare. Coordinated,
large-scale fraud by postal voting is likely hard to pull off undetected because the large number of interested
parties (such as officials, political operators, and journalists) as well as a large number of scholars and
analysts who are capable of detecting statistical outliers in vote totals signifying large-scale fraud. Officials
can confirm instances of fraud by checking signatures and conducting basic detective work.
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Suffrage, political franchise, or simply franchise is the right to vote in public, political elections and
referendums (although the term is sometimes used for any right to vote). In some languages, and occasionally
in English, the right to vote is called active suffrage, as distinct from passive suffrage, which is the right to
stand for election. The combination of active and passive suffrage is sometimes called full suffrage.

In most democracies, eligible voters can vote in elections for representatives. Voting on issues by referendum
(direct democracy) may also be available. For example, in Switzerland, this is permitted at all levels of
government. In the United States, some states allow citizens the opportunity to write, propose, and vote on
referendums (popular initiatives); other states and the federal government do not. Referendums in the United
Kingdom are rare.

Suffrage continues to be especially restricted on the basis of age, residency and citizenship status in many
places. In some countries additional restrictions exist. In Great Britain and the United States a felon might
lose the right to vote. In some countries being under guardianship may restrict the right to vote. Non-resident
citizen voting allows emigrants and expats of some countries to vote in their home country. Resident non-
citizens can vote in some countries, which may be restricted to citizens of closely linked countries (e.g.,
Commonwealth citizens and European Union citizens) or to certain offices or questions. Multiple citizenship
typically allows to vote in multiple countries. Historically the right to vote was more restricted, for example
by gender, race, or wealth.
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A motion or vote of no confidence (or the inverse, a motion or vote of confidence) is a motion and
corresponding vote thereon in a deliberative assembly (usually a legislative body) as to whether an officer
(typically an executive) is deemed fit to continue to occupy their office. The no-confidence vote is a defining
constitutional element of a parliamentary system, in which the government's/executive's mandate rests upon
the continued support (or at least non-opposition) of the majority in the legislature. Systems differ in whether
such a motion may be directed against the prime minister, against the government (this could be a majority
government or a minority government/coalition government), against individual cabinet ministers, against the
cabinet as a whole, or some combination of the above.

A censure motion is different from a no-confidence motion. In a parliamentary system, a vote of no
confidence leads to the resignation of the prime minister and cabinet, or, depending on the constitutional
procedure at hand, a snap election to potentially replace the government.

A vote in favour of censure is a non-constitutionally-binding expression of disapproval; a motion of censure
may be against an individual minister or a group of ministers. Depending on a country's constitution, a no-
confidence motion may be directed against the entire cabinet. Depending on the applicable rules, a mover of
a censure motion may need to state the reasons for the motion, but specific reasons may not be required for
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no-confidence motions. However, in some countries, especially those with uncodified constitutions, what
constitutes a no-confidence vote sufficient to force the resignation of high officeholders may not be clear.
Even if the government is not constitutionally bound to resign after losing a given vote, such a result may be
taken as an ominous sign for the government and may prompt its resignation or the calling of a snap election.

In addition to explicit motions of confidence and no-confidence, some bills (almost always the government
budget and sometimes other key pieces of legislation) may be declared to be a confidence vote – that is, the
vote on the bill is treated as a question of confidence in the government; a defeat of the bill expresses no
confidence in the government and may cause the resignation of the prime minister and cabinet or the calling
of an election.
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Instant-runoff voting (IRV; US: ranked-choice voting (RCV), AU: preferential voting, UK/NZ: alternative
vote) is a single-winner ranked voting election system where one or more eliminations are used to simulate
multiple runoff elections. In each round, the candidate with the fewest first-preferences (among the remaining
candidates) is eliminated. This continues until only one candidate is left. Instant runoff falls under the
plurality-with-elimination family of voting methods, and is thus closely related to rules like the two-round
runoff system.

Instant-runoff voting has found some use in national elections in several countries, predominantly in the
Anglosphere. It is used to elect members of the Australian House of Representatives and the National
Parliament of Papua New Guinea, and to elect the head of state in India, Ireland, and Sri Lanka.

The rule was first studied by the Marquis de Condorcet, who was the first to analyze it and show it could
eliminate the majority-preferred candidate (Condorcet winner). Since then, instant-runoff voting has been
criticized for other mathematical pathologies (discussed below), including its ability to eliminate candidates
for having too much support or too many votes. Like first-preference plurality (FPP), instant-runoff is
vulnerable to a kind of spoiler effect called a center squeeze, which causes it to favor uncompromising
alternatives over more-moderate ones, encouraging polarization.

Advocates of instant-runoff voting often argue these properties are positive, as voting rules should encourage
candidates to appeal to their core support or political base rather than a broad coalition. They also note that in
countries like the UK without primaries or runoffs, instant-runoff voting can prevent spoiler effects by
eliminating minor-party candidates, because it avoids some kinds of vote-splitting by nearly identical (clone)
candidates. IRV has also been described as a natural extension of the two-round system or primary elections
that avoids multiple rounds of voting.
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An electoral or voting system is a set of rules used to determine the results of an election. Electoral systems
are used in politics to elect governments, while non-political elections may take place in business, nonprofit
organizations and informal organisations. These rules govern all aspects of the voting process: when
elections occur, who is allowed to vote, who can stand as a candidate, how ballots are marked and cast, how
the ballots are counted, how votes translate into the election outcome, limits on campaign spending, and other
factors that can affect the result. Political electoral systems are defined by constitutions and electoral laws,
are typically conducted by election commissions, and can use multiple types of elections for different offices.
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Some electoral systems elect a single winner to a unique position, such as prime minister, president or
governor, while others elect multiple winners, such as members of parliament or boards of directors. When
electing a legislature, areas may be divided into constituencies with one or more representatives or the
electorate may elect representatives as a single unit. Voters may vote directly for an individual candidate or
for a list of candidates put forward by a political party or alliance. There are many variations in electoral
systems.

The mathematical and normative study of voting rules falls under the branches of economics called social
choice and mechanism design, but the question has also engendered substantial contributions from political
scientists, analytic philosophers, computer scientists, and mathematicians. The field has produced several
major results, including Arrow's impossibility theorem (showing that ranked voting cannot eliminate the
spoiler effect) and Gibbard's theorem (showing it is impossible to design a straightforward voting system, i.e.
one where it is always obvious to a strategic voter which ballot they should cast).

Women's suffrage
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Women's suffrage is the right of women to vote in elections. Several instances occurred in recent centuries
where women were selectively given, then stripped of, the right to vote. In Sweden, conditional women's
suffrage was in effect during the Age of Liberty (1718–1772), as well as in Revolutionary and early-
independence New Jersey (1776–1807) in the US.

Pitcairn Island allowed women to vote for its councils in 1838. The Kingdom of Hawai'i, which originally
had universal suffrage in 1840, rescinded this in 1852 and was subsequently annexed by the United States in
1898. In the years after 1869, a number of provinces held by the British and Russian empires conferred
women's suffrage, and some of these became sovereign nations at a later point, like New Zealand, Australia,
and Finland. Several states and territories of the United States, such as Wyoming (1869) and Utah (1870),
also granted women the right to vote. Women who owned property gained the right to vote in the Isle of Man
in 1881, and in 1893, women in the then self-governing British colony of New Zealand were granted the
right to vote. In Australia, the colony of South Australia granted women the right to vote and stand for
parliament in 1895 while the Australian Federal Parliament conferred the right to vote and stand for election
in 1902 (although it allowed for the exclusion of "aboriginal natives"). Prior to independence, in the Russian
Grand Duchy of Finland, women gained equal suffrage, with both the right to vote and to stand as candidates
in 1906. National and international organizations formed to coordinate efforts towards women voting,
especially the International Woman Suffrage Alliance (founded in 1904 in Berlin, Germany).

Most major Western powers extended voting rights to women by the interwar period, including Canada
(1917), Germany (1918), the United Kingdom (1918 for women over 30 who met certain property
requirements, 1928 for all women), Austria, the Netherlands (1919) and the United States (1920). Notable
exceptions in Europe were France, where women could not vote until 1944, Greece (equal voting rights for
women did not exist there until 1952, although, since 1930, literate women were able to vote in local
elections), and Switzerland (where, since 1971, women could vote at the federal level, and between 1959 and
1990, women got the right to vote at the local canton level). The last European jurisdictions to give women
the right to vote were Liechtenstein in 1984 and the Swiss canton of Appenzell Innerrhoden at the local level
in 1990, with the Vatican City being an absolute elective monarchy (the electorate of the Holy See, the
conclave, is composed of male cardinals, rather than Vatican citizens). In some cases of direct democracy,
such as Swiss cantons governed by Landsgemeinden, objections to expanding the suffrage claimed that
logistical limitations, and the absence of secret ballot, made it impractical as well as unnecessary; others,
such as Appenzell Ausserrhoden, instead abolished the system altogether for both women and men.

Leslie Hume argues that the First World War changed the popular mood:
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The women's contribution to the war effort challenged the notion of women's physical and mental inferiority
and made it more difficult to maintain that women were, both by constitution and temperament, unfit to vote.
If women could work in munitions factories, it seemed both ungrateful and illogical to deny them a place in
the voting booth. But the vote was much more than simply a reward for war work; the point was that
women's participation in the war helped to dispel the fears that surrounded women's entry into the public
arena.

Pre-WWI opponents of women's suffrage such as the Women's National Anti-Suffrage League cited women's
relative inexperience in military affairs. They claimed that since women were the majority of the population,
women should vote in local elections, but due to a lack of experience in military affairs, they asserted that it
would be dangerous to allow them to vote in national elections.

Extended political campaigns by women and their supporters were necessary to gain legislation or
constitutional amendments for women's suffrage. In many countries, limited suffrage for women was granted
before universal suffrage for men; for instance, literate women or property owners were granted suffrage
before all men received it. The United Nations encouraged women's suffrage in the years following World
War II, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1979)
identifies it as a basic right with 189 countries currently being parties to this convention.
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"One man, one vote" or "one vote, one value" is a slogan used to advocate for the principle of equal
representation in voting. This slogan is used by advocates of democracy and political equality, especially
with regard to electoral reforms like universal suffrage, direct elections, and proportional representation.
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In parliamentary procedure, a voice vote (from the Latin viva voce, meaning "by live voice") or acclamation
is a voting method in deliberative assemblies (such as legislatures) in which a group vote is taken on a topic
or motion by responding vocally.

Despite not being the same thing, voice votes and votes by viva voce are often confused because they have
the same Latin roots. Voice votes gather the vocal response of the full assembly at once whereas viva voce
are often done by roll call and record the response and name of the individual voters.

The voice vote is considered the simplest and quickest of voting methods used by deliberative assemblies.
The presiding officer or chair of the assembly will put the question to the assembly, asking first for all those
in favor of the motion to indicate so orally ("aye" or "yea"), and then ask second all those opposed to the
motion to indicate so verbally ("no" or "nay"). The chair will then make an estimate of the count on each side
and state what they believe the result to be.

Voice votes have inherent disadvantages and the method has major shortfalls in close contests. The volume
of the voices is typically only estimated and not actually measured with sound level meters, giving a chair
enough plausible deniability to falsify the result if they disagree with it; even if such a vote can be objectively
quantified in terms of decibels, the method gives an unfair advantage to those who have louder voices. The
need to make an audible signal also compromises any situation in which a secret ballot may be desired. The
method is suitable in most cases where unanimity is required. If there is any doubt as to the outcome, any
member of the assembly may request another vote by a method such as division of the assembly (a standing
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or rising vote), or a roll call vote. Voice votes are usually not recorded, but sometimes are.

Voice votes are also used in non-governmental settings, such as battles of the bands and spectator sports
where a most valuable player, Man of the Match or Best in Show award is chosen by the audience.
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