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The Iranian Women's Rights Movement (Persian: ???? ???? ?????), is the social movement for women's
rights of the women in Iran. The movement first emerged after the Iranian Constitutional Revolution in 1910,
the year in which the first women's periodical was published by women. The movement lasted until 1933
when the last women's association was dissolved by the government of Reza Shah Pahlavi. It rose again after
the Iranian Revolution in 1979.

Between 1963 and 1979, the Iranian Women's Movement gained victories such as the right for women to
vote in 1963, a part of Mohammad Reza Shah's White Revolution. Women were also allowed to take part in
public office, and in 1975 the Family Protection Law provided new rights for women, including expanded
divorce and custody rights and reduced polygamy. Since the Islamic Revolution of 1979, women's rights
have been restricted, and several laws were established such as the introduction of mandatory veiling and a
public dress code for women. In 2016, only 6% of Iranian parliament members were women, while the global
average was about 23%.

The Women's Rights Movement in Iran continues to push for reforms, particularly with the One Million
Signatures Campaign to End Discrimination Against Women.
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The men's rights movement (MRM) is a branch of the men's movement. The MRM in particular consists of a
variety of groups and individuals known as men's rights activists (MRAs) who focus on social issues, such as
specific government services, which adversely impact, or in some cases, structurally discriminate against,
men and boys. Common topics discussed within the men's rights movement include family law, such as child
custody, alimony and marital property distribution; homelessness; reproduction; suicide; domestic violence
against men; false accusations of rape; circumcision; education; conscription; social safety nets; and health
policies. The men's rights movement branched off from the men's liberation movement in the early 1970s,
with both groups comprising a part of the larger men's movement.

Many scholars describe the movement or parts of the movement as a backlash against feminism. Sectors of
the men's rights movement have been described by some scholars and commentators as misogynistic, hateful,
and, in some cases, as advocating violence against women. In 2018, the Southern Poverty Law Center
categorized some men's rights groups as being part of a hate ideology under the umbrella of male supremacy
while stating that others "focused on legitimate grievances". In 2024, UN Women claimed that men's rights
movements as a whole are anti-rights movements.
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The fathers' rights movement is a social movement whose members are primarily interested in issues related
to family law, including child custody and child support, that affect fathers and their children. Many of its



members are fathers who desire to share the parenting of their children equally with their children's
mothers—either after divorce or marital separation. The movement includes men as well as women, often the
second wives of divorced fathers or other family members of men who have had some engagement with
family law. Most Fathers' rights advocates argue for formal gender equality.
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The parental rights movement is a socially conservative political movement aimed at restricting schools'
ability to teach or practice certain viewpoints on gender, sexuality, and race without parental consent.

One of the aims of the movement is to prevent schools from using the preferred pronouns or chosen names of
transgender and non-binary youth without disclosing to, or gaining permission from parents. More broadly, it
aims to prevent the teaching of LGBT issues in public schools without parents' agreement. Additionally, the
parental rights movement has sought to increase parents' control over how children are taught about sexuality
and race relations.

The parental rights movement was brought to mainstream attention with the passage of the Parental Rights in
Education Act in Florida, colloquially known as the Don't Say Gay law, by Governor Ron DeSantis. Since
then, the movement has expanded across the US and Canada. Proponents of the movement have claimed that
they aim to prevent the indoctrination of children by LGBT activists, while opponents of the movement argue
that parental rights legislation endangers children by possibly outing them to unaccepting guardians.
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The transgender rights movement is a movement to promote the legal status of transgender people and to
eliminate discrimination and violence against transgender people regarding housing, employment, public
accommodations, education, and health care. A major goal of transgender activism is to allow changes to
identification documents to conform with a person's current gender identity without the need for gender-
affirming surgery or any medical requirements, which is known as gender self-identification. It is part of the
broader LGBTQ rights movements.
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Women's suffrage is the right of women to vote in elections. Several instances occurred in recent centuries
where women were selectively given, then stripped of, the right to vote. In Sweden, conditional women's
suffrage was in effect during the Age of Liberty (1718–1772), as well as in Revolutionary and early-
independence New Jersey (1776–1807) in the US.

Pitcairn Island allowed women to vote for its councils in 1838. The Kingdom of Hawai'i, which originally
had universal suffrage in 1840, rescinded this in 1852 and was subsequently annexed by the United States in
1898. In the years after 1869, a number of provinces held by the British and Russian empires conferred
women's suffrage, and some of these became sovereign nations at a later point, like New Zealand, Australia,
and Finland. Several states and territories of the United States, such as Wyoming (1869) and Utah (1870),
also granted women the right to vote. Women who owned property gained the right to vote in the Isle of Man
in 1881, and in 1893, women in the then self-governing British colony of New Zealand were granted the
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right to vote. In Australia, the colony of South Australia granted women the right to vote and stand for
parliament in 1895 while the Australian Federal Parliament conferred the right to vote and stand for election
in 1902 (although it allowed for the exclusion of "aboriginal natives"). Prior to independence, in the Russian
Grand Duchy of Finland, women gained equal suffrage, with both the right to vote and to stand as candidates
in 1906. National and international organizations formed to coordinate efforts towards women voting,
especially the International Woman Suffrage Alliance (founded in 1904 in Berlin, Germany).

Most major Western powers extended voting rights to women by the interwar period, including Canada
(1917), Germany (1918), the United Kingdom (1918 for women over 30 who met certain property
requirements, 1928 for all women), Austria, the Netherlands (1919) and the United States (1920). Notable
exceptions in Europe were France, where women could not vote until 1944, Greece (equal voting rights for
women did not exist there until 1952, although, since 1930, literate women were able to vote in local
elections), and Switzerland (where, since 1971, women could vote at the federal level, and between 1959 and
1990, women got the right to vote at the local canton level). The last European jurisdictions to give women
the right to vote were Liechtenstein in 1984 and the Swiss canton of Appenzell Innerrhoden at the local level
in 1990, with the Vatican City being an absolute elective monarchy (the electorate of the Holy See, the
conclave, is composed of male cardinals, rather than Vatican citizens). In some cases of direct democracy,
such as Swiss cantons governed by Landsgemeinden, objections to expanding the suffrage claimed that
logistical limitations, and the absence of secret ballot, made it impractical as well as unnecessary; others,
such as Appenzell Ausserrhoden, instead abolished the system altogether for both women and men.

Leslie Hume argues that the First World War changed the popular mood:

The women's contribution to the war effort challenged the notion of women's physical and mental inferiority
and made it more difficult to maintain that women were, both by constitution and temperament, unfit to vote.
If women could work in munitions factories, it seemed both ungrateful and illogical to deny them a place in
the voting booth. But the vote was much more than simply a reward for war work; the point was that
women's participation in the war helped to dispel the fears that surrounded women's entry into the public
arena.

Pre-WWI opponents of women's suffrage such as the Women's National Anti-Suffrage League cited women's
relative inexperience in military affairs. They claimed that since women were the majority of the population,
women should vote in local elections, but due to a lack of experience in military affairs, they asserted that it
would be dangerous to allow them to vote in national elections.

Extended political campaigns by women and their supporters were necessary to gain legislation or
constitutional amendments for women's suffrage. In many countries, limited suffrage for women was granted
before universal suffrage for men; for instance, literate women or property owners were granted suffrage
before all men received it. The United Nations encouraged women's suffrage in the years following World
War II, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1979)
identifies it as a basic right with 189 countries currently being parties to this convention.
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Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) movements are social movements that advocate for
the inclusion, recognition, and rights of LGBTQ people and other gender and sexual minorities.

While there is no overarching organization representing all LGBTQ people, numerous advocacy groups,
grassroots networks, and community-based organizations work to advance related causes. The earliest known
LGBTQ rights organization was the Scientific-Humanitarian Committee, founded in Berlin in 1897.
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Common goals of LGBTQ movements is equal rights for LGBTQ people. Specific goals include the
decriminalization of homosexuality, legal recognition of same-sex relationships, protections against
discrimination, and access to gender-affirming healthcare. Some branches of these movements also
emphasize cultural visibility, community-building, and liberation from societal systems seen as oppressive,
such as heteronormativity and cisnormativity.

Modern LGBTQ movements encompass a wide range of strategies, including political lobbying, street
marches and protests, mutual aid, academic research, and artistic expression. These movements are internally
diverse, with ongoing debates over tactics, identity, inclusion, and the intersections of gender, sexuality, race,
and class.
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Women's rights are the rights and entitlements claimed for women and girls worldwide. They formed the
basis for the women's rights movement in the 19th century and the feminist movements during the 20th and
21st centuries. In some countries, these rights are institutionalized or supported by law, local custom, and
behavior, whereas in others, they are ignored and suppressed. They differ from broader notions of human
rights through claims of an inherent historical and traditional bias against the exercise of rights by women
and girls, in favor of men and boys.

Issues commonly associated with notions of women's rights include the right to bodily integrity and
autonomy, to be free from sexual violence, to vote, to hold public office, to enter into legal contracts, to have
equal rights in family law, to work, to fair wages or equal pay, to have reproductive rights, to own property,
and to education.
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The United States abortion-rights movement (also known as the pro-choice movement) is a sociopolitical
movement in the United States supporting the view that a woman should have the legal right to an elective
abortion, meaning the right to terminate her pregnancy, and is part of a broader global abortion-rights
movement. The movement consists of a variety of organizations, with no single centralized decision-making
body.

A key point in abortion rights in the United States was the U.S. Supreme Court's 1973 decision in Roe v.
Wade, which struck down most state laws restricting abortion, thereby decriminalizing and legalizing
elective abortion in a number of states. On June 24, 2022, Roe v. Wade was overruled in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women's Health Organization.

On the other side of the abortion debate in the United States is the anti-abortion movement (self-described as
the "pro-life movement"), which holds the belief that human embryos and fetuses have a right to life, and
abortion violates this right and should be outlawed or otherwise restricted. Within this group, many argue
that human personhood begins at conception, a position rejected by many abortion rights groups.
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The disability rights movement is a global social movement that seeks to secure equal opportunities and
equal rights for all disabled people.

It is made up of organizations of disability activists, also known as disability advocates, around the world
working together with similar goals and demands, such as: accessibility and safety in architecture,
transportation, and the physical environment; equal opportunities in independent living, employment equity,
education, and housing; and freedom from discrimination, abuse, neglect, and from other rights violations.
Disability activists are working to break institutional, physical, and societal barriers that prevent people with
disabilities from living their lives like other citizens.

Disability rights is complex because there are multiple ways in which a person with a disability can have
their rights violated in different socio-political, cultural, and legal contexts. For example, a common barrier
that individuals with disabilities face deals with employment. Specifically, employers are often unwilling or
unable to provide the necessary accommodations to enable individuals with disabilities to effectively carry
out their job functions.
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