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The Iran–Iraq War was an armed conflict between Iran and Iraq that lasted from September 1980 to August
1988. Active hostilities began with the Iraqi invasion of Iran and lasted for nearly eight years, until the
acceptance of United Nations Security Council Resolution 598 by both sides. Iraq's primary rationale for the
attack against Iran cited the need to prevent Ruhollah Khomeini—who had spearheaded the Iranian
revolution in 1979—from exporting the new Iranian ideology to Iraq. There were also fears among the Iraqi
leadership of Saddam Hussein that Iran, a theocratic state with a population predominantly composed of Shia
Muslims, would exploit sectarian tensions in Iraq by rallying Iraq's Shia majority against the Ba?athist
government, which was officially secular but dominated by Sunni Muslims. Iraq also wished to replace Iran
as the power player in the Persian Gulf, which was not seen as an achievable objective prior to the Islamic
Revolution because of Pahlavi Iran's economic and military superiority as well as its close relationships with
the United States and Israel.

The Iran–Iraq War followed a long-running history of territorial border disputes between the two states, as a
result of which Iraq planned to retake the eastern bank of the Shatt al-Arab that it had ceded to Iran in the
1975 Algiers Agreement. Iraqi support for Arab separatists in Iran increased following the outbreak of
hostilities; Saddam disputedly may have wished to annex Iran's Arab-majority Khuzestan province.

While the Iraqi leadership had hoped to take advantage of Iran's post-revolutionary chaos and expected a
decisive victory in the face of a severely weakened Iran, the Iraqi military only made progress for three
months, and by December 1980, the Iraqi invasion had stalled. The Iranian military began to gain momentum
against the Iraqis and regained all lost territory by June 1982. After pushing Iraqi forces back to the pre-war
border lines, Iran rejected United Nations Security Council Resolution 514 and launched an invasion of Iraq.
The subsequent Iranian offensive within Iraqi territory lasted for five years, with Iraq taking back the
initiative in mid-1988 and subsequently launching a series of major counter-offensives that ultimately led to
the conclusion of the war in a stalemate.

The eight years of war-exhaustion, economic devastation, decreased morale, military stalemate, inaction by
the international community towards the use of weapons of mass destruction by Iraqi forces on Iranian
soldiers and civilians, as well as increasing Iran–United States military tensions all culminated in Iran's
acceptance of a ceasefire brokered by the United Nations Security Council. In total, around 500,000 people
were killed during the Iran–Iraq War, with Iran bearing the larger share of the casualties, excluding the tens
of thousands of civilians killed in the concurrent Anfal campaign that targeted Iraqi Kurdistan. The end of the
conflict resulted in neither reparations nor border changes, and the combined financial losses suffered by both
combatants is believed to have exceeded US$1 trillion. There were a number of proxy forces operating for
both countries: Iraq and the pro-Iraqi Arab separatist militias in Iran were most notably supported by the
National Council of Resistance of Iran; whereas Iran re-established an alliance with the Iraqi Kurds, being
primarily supported by the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. During the
conflict, Iraq received an abundance of financial, political, and logistical aid from the United States, the
United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, France, Italy, Yugoslavia, and the overwhelming majority of Arab
countries. While Iran was comparatively isolated, it received a significant amount of aid from Syria, Libya,
North Korea, China, South Yemen, Cuba, and Israel.

The conflict has been compared to World War I in terms of the tactics used by both sides, including large-
scale trench warfare with barbed wire stretched across fortified defensive lines, manned machine-gun posts,



bayonet charges, Iranian human wave attacks, Iraq's extensive use of chemical weapons, and deliberate
attacks on civilian targets. The discourses on martyrdom formulated in the Iranian Shia Islamic context led to
the widespread usage of human wave attacks and thus had a lasting impact on the dynamics of the conflict.
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Operation Desert Storm, the combat phase of the Gulf War, began with an extensive aerial bombing
campaign by the air forces of the coalition against targets in Iraq and Iraqi-occupied Kuwait from 17 January
to 23 February 1991. Spearheaded by the United States, the coalition flew over 100,000 sorties, dropping
88,500 tons of bombs, widely destroying military and civilian infrastructure. The air campaign was
commanded by United States Air Force (USAF) Lieutenant General Chuck Horner, who briefly served as
Commander-in-Chief—Forward of U.S. Central Command while General Norman Schwarzkopf was still in
the United States. The British air commanders were Air Chief Marshal Andrew Wilson, to 17 November
1990, and Air Vice-Marshal Bill Wratten, from 17 November. The air campaign had largely finished by 23
February 1991 with the beginning of the coalition ground offensive into Kuwait.

The initial strikes were carried out by AGM-86 ALCM cruise missiles launched by B-52 Stratofortress
bombers, Tomahawk cruise missiles launched from U.S. Navy warships situated in the Persian Gulf, by F-
117 Nighthawk stealth attack aircraft with an armament of laser-guided smart bombs, and by F-4G Wild
Weasel aircraft and F/A-18 Hornet aircraft armed with HARM anti-radar missiles. These first attacks allowed
F-14 Tomcat, F-15 Eagle, F-16 Fighting Falcon, and F/A-18 Hornet combat aircraft to gain air superiority
over Iraq and then continue to drop television-guided and laser-guided bombs.

Armed with a GAU-8 rotary cannon and infrared-imaging or optically guided AGM-65 Maverick missiles,
USAF A-10 Thunderbolt IIs bombed and destroyed Iraqi armored forces, supporting the advance of U.S.
ground troops. United States Marine Corps close air support AV-8B Harriers employed their 25mm rotary
cannon, Mavericks, cluster munitions, and napalm against the Iraqi dug-in forces to pave the way forward for
the U.S. Marines breaching Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's defenses. The U.S. Army attack helicopters:
AH-64 Apache and AH-1 Cobra fired laser-guided AGM-114 Hellfire and TOW missiles, which were guided
to tanks by ground observers or by scout helicopters, such as the OH-58D Kiowa. The Coalition air fleet also
made use of the E-3A Airborne Warning and Control Systems and of a fleet of B-52 Stratofortress bombers.
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Hot Shots! Part Deux, also known as Hot Shots! 2, is a 1993 American parody film directed by Jim
Abrahams and written by Abrahams and Pat Proft. It stars Charlie Sheen, Lloyd Bridges, Valeria Golino,
Richard Crenna, Brenda Bakke, Miguel Ferrer, Rowan Atkinson, and Jerry Haleva. A sequel to Hot Shots!
(1991), it is a parody of Rambo: First Blood Part II (1985) and Rambo III (1988), and follows a small of
group soldiers on a mission to save prisoners of war in Iraq.
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The T-54 and T-55 tanks are a series of Soviet medium tanks introduced in the years following the Second
World War. The first T-54 prototype was completed at Nizhny Tagil by the end of 1945. From the late
1950s, the T-54 eventually became the main tank for armoured units of the Soviet Army, armies of the
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Warsaw Pact countries, and many others. T-54s and T-55s have been involved in many of the world's armed
conflicts since their introduction in the second half of the 20th century.

The T-54/55 series is the most-produced tank in history. Estimated production numbers for the series range
from 96,500 to 100,000. They were replaced by the T-62, T-64, T-72, T-80 and T-90 tanks in Soviet and
Russian armies, but are still used by up to 50 other armies worldwide, some having received sophisticated
retrofitting. The Chinese version of the T-54A is the Type 59.

During the Cold War, Soviet tanks never directly faced their NATO adversaries in European combat.
However, the T-54/55's first appearance in the West around the period of the 1950s (then the beginning of the
Cold War) spurred the United Kingdom to develop a new tank gun, the Royal Ordnance L7, and the United
States to create the M60 tank.
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This is a list of conflicts in Iraq arranged chronologically from ancient to modern times. This list includes any
raid, strike, skirmish, siege, sacking, and/or battle (land, naval, and air) that occurred on the territories of
what may today be referred to as Iraq; however, in which the conflict itself may have only been part of an
operation of a campaign in a theater of a greater war (e.g. any and/or all border, undeclared, colonial, proxy,
liberation, global wars, etc.). There may also be periods of violent, civil unrest listed; such as, shootouts,
spree killings, massacres, terrorist attacks, coups, assassinations, regicides, riots, rebellions, revolutions, and
civil wars (as well as wars of succession and/or independence). The list might also contain episodes of human
sacrifice, mass suicide, and ethnic cleansing/genocide.
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A Scud missile is one of a series of tactical ballistic missiles developed by the Soviet Union during the Cold
War. It was exported widely to both Second and Third World countries. The term comes from the NATO
reporting name attached to the missile by Western intelligence agencies. The Russian names for the missile
are the R-11 (the first version), and the R-17 (later R-300) Elbrus (later developments). The name Scud has
been widely used to refer to these missiles and the wide variety of derivative variants developed in other
countries based on the Soviet design.

Scud missiles have been used in combat since the 1970s, mostly in wars in the Middle East. They became
familiar to the Western public during the 1991 Persian Gulf War, when Iraq fired dozens at Saudi Arabia and
Israel. In Russian service, it has been replaced by the 9K720 Iskander.
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Beginning in late 2002 and continuing after the 2003 invasion of Iraq, large-scale protests against the Iraq
War were held in many cities worldwide, often coordinated to occur simultaneously around the world. After
the biggest series of demonstrations, on February 15, 2003, New York Times writer Patrick Tyler claimed
that they showed that there were two superpowers on the planet: the United States and worldwide public
opinion.
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These demonstrations against the war were mainly organized by anti-war organizations, many of whom had
been formed in opposition to the invasion of Afghanistan. In some Arab countries demonstrations were
organized by the state. Europe saw the biggest mobilization of protesters, including a rally of three million
people in Rome, which is listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the largest ever anti-war rally.

According to the French academic Dominique Reynié, between January 3 and April 12, 2003, 36 million
people across the globe took part in almost 3,000 protests against the Iraq war.

In the United States, even though pro-war demonstrators have been quoted as referring to anti-war protests as
a "vocal minority", Gallup Polls updated September 14, 2007, state, "Since the summer of 2005, opponents
of the war have tended to outnumber supporters. A majority of Americans believe the war was a mistake."

From the protests before and during the Iraq War, this was one of the biggest global peace protests to occur
in the early 21st century, since the 20th century protest of the Vietnam War. Throughout several rallies
spanning throughout 2002 until 2011, an unspecified number of people were arrested. Even though the
United States had already withdrawn the troops from Iraq by December 2011, another anti-war protest led by
veterans of the Iraq War took place in May 2012 at Chicago during the NATO Summit at the Hyatt Regency,
regarding the War in Afghanistan.
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Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force – North (CJSOTF–N), also known as Task Force Viking, was
the U.S. joint task force responsible for the northern front during the initial period of the 2003 U.S. invasion
of Iraq (OIF Rotation I). It secured Kirkuk, Mosul, and the northern oil fields; prevented 13 Iraqi Army
divisions from defending Baghdad or reinforcing defensive operations against American and British troops
advancing in the south, and thwarted Turkish efforts to subvert Kurdistan.

Task Force Viking conducted artillery observer, direct action, special reconnaissance, and unconventional
warfare missions in order to disrupt and fix Iraqi forces arrayed along the "Green Line", the nominal 1991
demarcation line between the Kurdish northern provinces of Iraq and the remainder controlled by Saddam
Hussein. The original campaign for northern Iraq and the Task Force were ended on 12 May 2003.
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Davíð Oddsson (pronounced [?ta?við ??ts?n]; born 17 January 1948) is an Icelandic politician, and the
longest-serving prime minister of Iceland, in office from 1991 to 2004. From 2004 to 2005 he served as
foreign minister and as the chairman for the Independence Party from 1991 to 2005. Previously, he was
Mayor of Reykjavík from 1982 to 1991, and chaired the board of governors of the Central Bank of Iceland
from 2005 to 2009. The 2008–2011 Icelandic financial crisis led to vocal demands for his resignation, both
from members of the Icelandic public and from the new Icelandic Prime Minister Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir,
which resulted in his being replaced as head of the Central Bank in March 2009. In September 2009 he was
hired as the editor of Morgunblaðið, one of Iceland's largest newspapers, a decision that caused nationwide
controversy and was followed by resignations and widespread terminated subscriptions. He contested the
election for President of Iceland on 25 June 2016 but lost to Guðni Jóhannesson, coming in fourth place with
13.7% of the popular vote.

Davíð was one of the most popular and successful politicians in Icelandic history but was also highly
controversial for his support for the Iraq War and for his part in the 2008 financial crisis. Time named Davíð
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as one of the 25 people the most to blame for the crisis worldwide.
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The T-72 is a family of Soviet main battle tanks that entered production in 1973. The T-72 was a
development based on the T-64 using thought and design of the previous Object 167M. About 25,000 T-72
tanks have been built, and refurbishment has enabled many to remain in service for decades. It has been
widely exported and has seen service in 40 countries and in numerous conflicts. The Russian T-90 introduced
in 1992 and the Chinese Type 99 are further developments of the T-72. Production and development of
various modernized T-72 models continues today.
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