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Heartstopper is a British coming-of-age romantic comedy-drama television series created by Alice Oseman
for Netflix. It is based on Oseman's webcomic and graphic novel of the same name. The series primarily tells
the story of Charlie Spring (Joe Locke), a gay teen boy who falls in love with classmate Nick (Nicholas)
Nelson (Kit Connor), whom he sits next to in his new form. It also explores the lives of their friendship group
Tao Xu (William Gao), Elle Argent (Yasmin Finney), Isaac Henderson (Tobie Donovan), Tara Jones
(Corinna Brown) and Darcy Olsson (Kizzy Edgell).

The television rights for the series were purchased by See-Saw Films in 2019 and Netflix acquired
distribution rights in 2021. Euros Lyn was enlisted as the director. Filming took place from April to June that
year, with teasers released throughout the timeframe. Various pre-existing songs were used as the series'
soundtrack, in addition to an original score by Adiescar Chase. The cinematography and colour grading were
planned ahead to give the series a unique atmosphere, amplified by the use of traditional animation adapted
from the source material. For the third season, the director role was handed over to Andy Newbery.

The first season of Heartstopper was released on 22 April 2022, the second on 3 August 2023 and the third
on 3 October 2024. On 22 April 2025, Netflix ordered a feature-length film, titled Heartstopper Forever, that
would act as the series finale, with Locke and Connor serving as executive producers.

The series has received critical acclaim, particularly for its tone, pacing and portrayal of LGBTQ people,
with the first season receiving nine nominations and five wins for the inaugural ceremony of the Children's
and Family Emmy Awards. It gained instant popularity, being among the top ten most-watched English-
language series on Netflix within two days of release. It also increased the popularity of the graphic novels
and the songs featured in the series.
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Heartstopper Forever is an upcoming television film and the feature-length series finale of the romantic
comedy television series Heartstopper. Written by Alice Oseman and directed by Wash Westmoreland, it is
an adaptation of the sixth volume of Oseman's Heartstopper graphic novel series and is set to be released on
Netflix. Kit Connor and Joe Locke reprise their respective series roles as Nick Nelson and Charlie Spring,
and will additionally serve as executive producers. The film is due to be released in 2026.
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Heartstopper may refer to:

Heartstopper (film), a 2006 horror film

Heartstopper (graphic novel), a young adult LGBTQ+ graphic novel and webcomic



Heartstopper (TV series), a 2022 Netflix adaptation

"Heartstopper" (song), by Emilíana Torrini

"Heartstopper", a song by Keith Richards from Crosseyed Heart
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Heartstopper is an ongoing LGBTQ+ young adult graphic novel and webcomic series written and illustrated
by British author Alice Oseman. It follows the lives of Nick Nelson and Charlie Spring as they meet and fall
in love. The series is a prequel to Oseman's 2015 novella, Nick and Charlie, although the characters
originally appeared in her 2014 novel, Solitaire.

The series was later adapted into the Netflix television series of the same name also written by Oseman and
starring Kit Connor and Joe Locke as Nick and Charlie, respectively. The series premiered in 2022 to critical
acclaim.

Since 2021, the inclusion of the Heartstopper series in libraries has been challenged on multiple occasions
due to its LGBTQ content and subject matter. This has included bans from school libraries in Florida,
Oregon, and Mississippi.
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Nick Nelson is one of the two protagonists in the Alice Oseman graphic novel series Heartstopper as well as
its 2022 Netflix adaptation, where he is portrayed by Kit Connor. His first appearance was in the 2014 novel
Solitaire.
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Kit Sebastian Connor (born 8 March 2004) is an English actor. He gained recognition for starring as
secondary school student Nick Nelson in the Netflix teen series Heartstopper (2022–present). He won the
inaugural Children's and Family Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead Performance for the role.

Connor appeared in the films Get Santa (2014), Rocketman (2019), and Little Joe (2019), had a recurring role
in the CBBC series Rocket's Island (2014–2015), and voice roles in the series His Dark Materials
(2019–2022) and the film The Wild Robot (2024). He subsequently starred in a Broadway adaptation of
Romeo & Juliet in 2024 and in the film Warfare (2025).
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Joseph William Locke (born 24 September 2003) is a Manx actor. He is known for his lead role as high
school student Charlie Spring in the Netflix teen series Heartstopper (2022–present), for which he received a
nomination for the inaugural Children's and Family Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead Performance. In
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2024, he starred as Billy Maximoff / William Kaplan in the Marvel Cinematic Universe miniseries Agatha
All Along and as Tobias Ragg in a Broadway revival of the musical Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of
Fleet Street.
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Alice May Oseman (born 16 October 1994) is an English author and illustrator of young adult fiction. She
secured her first publishing deal at 17 and published her first novel Solitaire in 2014.

In addition to Solitaire her novels include Radio Silence, I Was Born for This, and Loveless. All stand-alone
novels in the same extended universe, they focus on contemporary teenage life in the UK and have received
praise for their realism, LGBTQIA+ inclusion, and portrayal of mental health struggles. She has received
several awards for her works including silver Inky Award, a British Book Award, and three Goodreads
Choice Awards.

She also writes and illustrates the webcomic and graphic novel series Heartstopper, which has been adapted
into a critically acclaimed TV series, earning her a BAFTA TV Award nomination and two Children's and
Family Emmy Awards as both a writer and producer. In recognition of her work, Oseman was named to the
BBC's 100 Women list in November 2023, and in October 2024 she was named to Time's Time100 Next list.
She is the third best-selling graphic novellist since records began.
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Yasmin Finney (born 30 August 2003) is an English actress and internet personality. She is known for her
supporting role as Elle Argent in the Netflix series Heartstopper (2022–present), for which she was
nominated for a Children's and Family Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Performance. She has also
played the recurring character of Rose Noble in the BBC series Doctor Who since 2023.
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Jack Barton (born 15 June 1995) is an English actor. His television appearances include Heartstopper (2023)
and SAS: Rogue Heroes (2025).
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