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A leaf (pl.: leaves) is a principal appendage of the stem of a vascular plant, usually borne laterally above
ground and specialized for photosynthesis. Leaves are collectively called foliage, as in "autumn foliage",
while the leaves, stem, flower, and fruit collectively form the shoot system. In most leaves, the primary
photosynthetic tissue is the palisade mesophyll and is located on the upper side of the blade or lamina of the
leaf, but in some species, including the mature foliage of Eucalyptus, palisade mesophyll is present on both
sides and the leaves are said to be isobilateral. The leaf is an integral part of the stem system, and most leaves
are flattened and have distinct upper (adaxial) and lower (abaxial) surfaces that differ in color, hairiness, the
number of stomata (pores that intake and output gases), the amount and structure of epicuticular wax, and
other features. Leaves are mostly green in color due to the presence of a compound called chlorophyll which
is essential for photosynthesis as it absorbs light energy from the Sun. A leaf with lighter-colored or white
patches or edges is called a variegated leaf.

Leaves vary in shape, size, texture and color, depending on the species The broad, flat leaves with complex
venation of flowering plants are known as megaphylls and the species that bear them (the majority) as broad-
leaved or megaphyllous plants, which also include acrogymnosperms and ferns. In the lycopods, with
different evolutionary origins, the leaves are simple (with only a single vein) and are known as microphylls.
Some leaves, such as bulb scales, are not above ground. In many aquatic species, the leaves are submerged in
water. Succulent plants often have thick juicy leaves, but some leaves are without major photosynthetic
function and may be dead at maturity, as in some cataphylls and spines. Furthermore, several kinds of leaf-
like structures found in vascular plants are not totally homologous with them. Examples include flattened
plant stems called phylloclades and cladodes, and flattened leaf stems called phyllodes which differ from
leaves both in their structure and origin. Some structures of non-vascular plants look and function much like
leaves. Examples include the phyllids of mosses and liverworts.
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Ornamental plants or garden plants are plants that are primarily grown because of their appearance but also
for qualities such as scent or how they shape physical space. Many flowering plants and garden varieties tend
to be specially bred cultivars that improve on the original species in qualities such as color, shape, scent, and
long-lasting blooms. There are many examples of fine ornamental plants that can provide height, privacy, and
beauty for any garden. These ornamental perennial plants have seeds that allow them to reproduce. One of
the beauties of ornamental grasses is that they are very versatile and low maintenance.

Almost all types of plants have ornamental varieties: trees, shrubs, climbers, grasses, succulents, aquatic
plants, herbaceous perennials and annual plants. Non-botanical classifications include houseplants, bedding
plants, hedges, plants for cut flowers and foliage plants. The cultivation of ornamental plants comes under
floriculture and tree nurseries, which is a major branch of horticulture.

Commonly, ornamental garden plants are grown for the display of aesthetic features including flowers,
leaves, scent, overall foliage texture, fruit, stem and bark, and aesthetic form. In some cases, unusual features
may be considered to be of interest, such as the prominent thorns of Rosa sericea and cacti.



Leaf peeping

the activity in which people travel to observe and photograph the fall foliage in autumn. The term comes
from the United States, having been first mentioned

Leaf peeping, fall color tourism, or simply fall tourism is the activity in which people travel to observe and
photograph the fall foliage in autumn. The term comes from the United States, having been first mentioned in
1966. Although the activity is prominent in the United States, where it is considered one of the most popular
autumn activities, it is also present in other cultures, such as in Japan, where it is known as momijigari and
has been practiced since the Heian period.

In the United States, leaf peeping is popular in New England and New York, where it has significantly
affected regional autumn tourist activities, which have in return boosted local economies. New England states
have also competed in leaf peeping tourism by launching advertisements and offering low-cost lodging.
Some state parks have also introduced viewfinders for red-green colorblind people to allow them to view fall
foliage. Leaf peeping has been negatively affected by climate change and weather occurrences, such as
wildfires and hurricanes.
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Autumn leaf color is a phenomenon that affects the normally green leaves of many deciduous trees and
shrubs by which they take on, during a few weeks in the autumn season, various shades of yellow, orange,
red, purple, and brown. The phenomenon is commonly called autumn colours or autumn foliage in British
English and fall colors, fall foliage, or simply foliage in American English.

In some areas of Canada and the United States, "leaf peeping" tourism is a major contribution to economic
activity. This tourist activity occurs between the beginning of color changes and the onset of leaf fall, usually
around September to November in the Northern Hemisphere and March to May in the Southern Hemisphere.
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Ovenbirds or furnariids are a large family of small suboscine passerine birds found from Mexico and Central
to southern South America. They form the family Furnariidae. This is a large family containing around 321
species and 71 genera. The ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla), which breeds in North America, is not a furnariid
– rather it is a distantly related bird of the wood warbler family, Parulidae.

The ovenbirds are a diverse group of insectivores which get their name from the elaborate, vaguely "oven-
like" clay nests built by the horneros, although most other ovenbirds build stick nests or nest in tunnels or
clefts in rock. The Spanish word for "oven" (horno) gives the horneros their name. Furnariid nests are always
constructed with a cover, and up to six pale blue, greenish or white eggs are laid. The eggs hatch after 15 to
22 days, and the young fledge after a further 13 to 20 days.

They are small to medium-sized birds, ranging from 9 to 35 cm in length. While individual species often are
habitat specialists, species of this family can be found in virtually any Neotropical habitat, ranging from city
parks inhabited by rufous horneros, to tropical Amazonian lowlands by many species of foliage-gleaners, to
temperate barren Andean highlands inhabited by several species of miners. Two species, the seaside and the
surf cinclodes, are associated with rocky coasts.
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The Alagoas foliage-gleaner (Philydor novaesi) is an extinct passerine bird in the Furnariinae subfamily of
the ovenbird family Furnariidae. It was endemic to Brazil.
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In botany, an evergreen is a plant which has foliage that remains green and functional throughout the year.
This contrasts with deciduous plants, which lose their foliage completely during the winter or dry season.
Consisting of many different species, the unique feature of evergreen plants lends itself to various
environments and purposes.
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The Urticaceae are a family, the nettle family, of flowering plants. The family name comes from the genus
Urtica. The Urticaceae include a number of well-known and useful plants, including nettles in the genus
Urtica, ramie (Boehmeria nivea), m?maki (Pipturus albidus), and ajlai (Debregeasia saeneb).

The family includes about 2,625 species, grouped into 53 genera according to the database of the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew and Christenhusz and Byng (2016). The largest genera are Pilea (500 to 715 species),
Elatostema (300 species), Urtica (80 species), and Cecropia (75 species). Cecropia contains many
myrmecophytes.

Urticaceae species can be found worldwide, apart from the polar regions.
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The Foliage (Chinese: ???; pinyin: Me?rén C?o), also known as Years Without Epidemic, is a 2003 Chinese
romance film directed by Lü Yue and stars Liu Ye, Shu Qi, Fang Bin, and Qi Huan. The film is an adaptation
of Chinese-American writer Frank Shi's novel My First Love. It tells the love story of sent-down youth Liu
Simeng and Ye Xingyu. The film premiered in China in 2003.
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For diseases of foliage plants, see the following lists:

List of Croton diseases

List of Ficus diseases
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List of foliage plant diseases (Acanthaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Agavaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Araceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Arecaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Araliaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Araucariacea)

List of foliage plant diseases (Asclepiadaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Bromeliaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Cactaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Commelinaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Gesneriaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Maranthaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Polypodiaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Urticaceae)

List of foliage plant diseases (Vitaceae)

List of Peperomia diseases

List of Radermachera sinica diseases
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