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German(s) may refer to:

Germany, the country of the Germans and German things

Germania (Roman era)

Germans, citizens of Germany, people of German ancestry, or native speakers of the German language

For citizenship in Germany, see also German nationality law

Germanic peoples (Roman era)

German diaspora

German language

German cuisine, traditional foods of Germany
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Germany, officially the Federal Republic of Germany, is a country in Central Europe. It lies between the
Baltic Sea and the North Sea to the north and the Alps to the south. Its sixteen constituent states have a total
population of over 82 million, making it the most populous member state of the European Union. Germany
borders Denmark to the north, Poland and the Czech Republic to the east, Austria and Switzerland to the
south, and France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the Netherlands to the west. The nation's capital and most
populous city is Berlin and its main financial centre is Frankfurt; the largest urban area is the Ruhr.

Settlement in the territory of modern Germany began in the Lower Paleolithic, with various tribes inhabiting
it from the Neolithic onward, chiefly the Celts, with Germanic tribes inhabiting the north. Romans named the
area Germania. In 962, the Kingdom of Germany formed the bulk of the Holy Roman Empire. During the
16th century, northern German regions became the centre of the Protestant Reformation. Following the
Napoleonic Wars and the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire in 1806, the German Confederation was
formed in 1815.

Unification of Germany into the modern nation-state, led by Prussia, established the German Empire in 1871.
After World War I and a revolution, the Empire was replaced by the Weimar Republic. The Nazi rise to
power in 1933 led to the establishment of a totalitarian dictatorship, World War II, and the Holocaust. In
1949, after the war and Allied occupation, Germany was organised into two separate polities with limited
sovereignty: the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), or West Germany, and the German Democratic
Republic (GDR), or East Germany. The FRG was a founding member of the European Economic
Community in 1951, while the GDR was a communist Eastern Bloc state and member of the Warsaw Pact.
After the fall of the communist led-government in East Germany, German reunification saw the former East



German states join the FRG on 3 October 1990.

Germany is a developed country with a strong economy; it has the largest economy in Europe by nominal
GDP. As a major force in several industrial, scientific and technological sectors, Germany is both the world's
third-largest exporter and third-largest importer. Widely considered a great power, Germany is part of
multiple international organisations and forums. It has the third-highest number of UNESCO World Heritage
Sites: 55, of which 52 are cultural.
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German (Deutsch, pronounced [d???t??] ) is a West Germanic language in the Indo-European language
family, mainly spoken in Western and Central Europe. It is the majority and official (or co-official) language
in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and Liechtenstein. It is also an official language of Luxembourg, Belgium
and the Italian autonomous province of South Tyrol, as well as a recognized national language in Namibia.
There are also notable German-speaking communities in other parts of Europe, including: Poland (Upper
Silesia), the Czech Republic (North Bohemia), Denmark (North Schleswig), Slovakia (Krahule), Romania,
Hungary (Sopron), and France (Alsace). Overseas, sizeable communities of German-speakers are found in
the Americas.

German is one of the major languages of the world, with nearly 80 million native speakers and over 130
million total speakers as of 2024. It is the most spoken native language within the European Union. German
is the second-most widely spoken Germanic language, after English, both as a first and as a second language.
German is also widely taught as a foreign language, especially in continental Europe (where it is the third
most taught foreign language after English and French) and in the United States (where it is the third most
commonly learned second language in K-12 education and among the most studied foreign languages in
higher education after Spanish and French). Overall, German is the fourth most commonly learned second
language globally. The language has been influential in the fields of philosophy, theology, science, and
technology. It is the second most commonly used language in science and the third most widely used
language on websites. The German-speaking countries are ranked fifth in terms of annual publication of new
books, with one-tenth of all books (including e-books) in the world being published in German.

German is most closely related to other West Germanic languages, namely Afrikaans, Dutch, English, the
Frisian languages, and Scots. It also contains close similarities in vocabulary to some languages in the North
Germanic group, such as Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish. Modern German gradually developed from Old
High German, which in turn developed from Proto-Germanic during the Early Middle Ages.

German is an inflected language, with four cases for nouns, pronouns, and adjectives (nominative,
accusative, genitive, dative); three genders (masculine, feminine, neuter) and two numbers (singular, plural).
It has strong and weak verbs. The majority of its vocabulary derives from the ancient Germanic branch of the
Indo-European language family, while a smaller share is partly derived from Latin and Greek, along with
fewer words borrowed from French and Modern English. English, however, is the main source of more
recent loanwords.

German is a pluricentric language; the three standardized variants are German, Austrian, and Swiss Standard
German. Standard German is sometimes called High German, which refers to its regional origin. German is
also notable for its broad spectrum of dialects, with many varieties existing in Europe and other parts of the
world. Some of these non-standard varieties have become recognized and protected by regional or national
governments.

Since 2004, heads of state of the German-speaking countries have met every year, and the Council for
German Orthography has been the main international body regulating German orthography.
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Germans (German: Deutsche, pronounced [?d??t??] ) are the natives or inhabitants of Germany, or
sometimes more broadly any people who are of German descent or native speakers of the German language.
The constitution of Germany, implemented in 1949 following the end of World War II, defines a German as
a German citizen. During the 19th and much of the 20th century, discussions on German identity were
dominated by concepts of a common language, culture, descent, and history. Today, the German language is
widely seen as the primary, though not exclusive, criterion of German identity. Estimates on the total number
of Germans in the world range from 100 to 150 million, most of whom live in Germany.

The history of Germans as an ethnic group began with the separation of a distinct Kingdom of Germany from
the eastern part of the Frankish Empire under the Ottonian dynasty in the 10th century, forming the core of
the Holy Roman Empire. In subsequent centuries the political power and population of this empire grew
considerably. It expanded eastwards, and eventually a substantial number of Germans migrated further
eastwards into Eastern Europe. The empire itself was generally decentralized and politically divided between
many small princedoms, cities and bishoprics, while the idea of unified German state came later. Following
the Reformation in the 16th century, many of these states found themselves in bitter conflict concerning the
rise of Protestantism.

In the 19th century, the Holy Roman Empire dissolved, and German nationalism began to grow. At the same
time however, the concept of German nationality became more complex. The multiethnic Kingdom of
Prussia incorporated most Germans into its German Empire in 1871, and a substantial additional number of
German speakers were in the multiethnic kingdom of Austria-Hungary. During this time, a large number of
Germans also emigrated to the New World, particularly to the United States. Large numbers also emigrated
to Canada and Brazil, and they established sizable communities in New Zealand and Australia. The Russian
Empire also included a substantial German population.

Following the end of World War I, Austria-Hungary and the German Empire were partitioned, resulting in
many Germans becoming ethnic minorities in newly established countries. In the chaotic years that followed,
Adolf Hitler became the dictator of Nazi Germany and embarked on a genocidal campaign to unify all
Germans under his leadership. His Nazi movement defined Germans in a very specific way which included
Austrians, Luxembourgers, eastern Belgians, and so-called Volksdeutsche, who were ethnic Germans
elsewhere in Europe and globally. However, this Nazi conception expressly excluded German citizens of
Jewish or Roma background. Nazi policies of military aggression and its persecution of those deemed non-
Germans led to World War II and the Holocaust in which the Nazi regime was defeated by allied powers,
including the United States, United Kingdom, and the former Soviet Union. In the aftermath of Germany's
defeat in the war, the country was occupied and once again partitioned. Millions of Germans were expelled
from Central and Eastern Europe. In 1990, West Germany and East Germany were reunified. In modern
times, remembrance of the Holocaust, known as Erinnerungskultur ("culture of remembrance"), has become
an integral part of German identity.

Owing to their long history of political fragmentation, Germans are culturally diverse and often have strong
regional identities. Sixteen Länder (states) make up modern Germany. Arts and sciences are an integral part
of German culture, and the Germans have been represented by many prominent personalities in a significant
number of disciplines, including Nobel prize laureates where Germany is ranked third among countries of the
world in the number of total recipients.
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Germán (Spanish pronunciation: [xe??man]) is a male given name in Spanish speaking countries. It is a
cognate to French Germain, and is a variant of Latin Germanus.
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German Americans (German: Deutschamerikaner, pronounced [?d??t??ame???ka?n?]) are Americans who
have full or partial German ancestry.

According to the United States Census Bureau's figures from 2022, German Americans make up roughly 41
million people in the US, which is approximately 12% of the population. This represents a decrease from the
2012 census where 50.7 million Americans identified as German. The census is conducted in a way that
allows this total number to be broken down in two categories. In the 2020 census, roughly two thirds of those
who identify as German also identified as having another ancestry, while one third identified as German
alone. German Americans account for about one third of the total population of people of German ancestry in
the world.

The first significant groups of German immigrants arrived in the British colonies in the 1670s, and they
settled primarily in the colonial states of Pennsylvania, New York, and Virginia. The Mississippi Company
of France later transported thousands of Germans from Europe to what was then the German Coast, Orleans
Territory in present-day Louisiana between 1718 and 1750. Immigration to the U.S. ramped up sharply
during the 19th century.

Pennsylvania, with 3.5 million people of German ancestry, has the largest population of German-Americans
in the U.S. and is home to one of the group's original settlements, the Germantown section of present-day
Philadelphia, founded in 1683. Germantown is also the birthplace of the American antislavery movement,
which emerged there in 1688. Germantown also was the location of the Battle of Germantown, an American
Revolutionary War battle fought between the British Army, led by William Howe, and the Continental
Army, led by George Washington, on October 4, 1777.

German Americans were drawn to colonial-era British America by its abundant land and religious freedom,
and were pushed out of Germany by shortages of land and religious or political oppression. Many arrived
seeking religious or political freedom, others for economic opportunities greater than those in Europe, and
others for the chance to start fresh in the New World. The arrivals before 1850 were mostly farmers who
sought out the most productive land, where their intensive farming techniques would pay off. After 1840,
many came to cities, where German-speaking districts emerged.

German Americans established the first kindergartens in the United States, introduced the Christmas tree
tradition, and introduced popular foods such as hot dogs and hamburgers to America.

The great majority of people with some German ancestry have become Americanized; fewer than five
percent speak German. German-American societies abound, as do celebrations that are held throughout the
country to celebrate German heritage of which the German-American Steuben Parade in New York City is
one of the most well-known and is held every third Saturday in September. Oktoberfest celebrations and the
German-American Day are popular festivities. There are major annual events in cities with German heritage
including Chicago, Cincinnati, Milwaukee, Pittsburgh, San Antonio, and St. Louis. There is a German belt
consisting of areas with predominantly German American populations that extends across the United States
from eastern Pennsylvania, where many of the first German Americans settled, to the Oregon coast.
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Around 190,000 permanent residents from Germany were living in the United States in 2025.

German Standard German

German Standard German, Standard German of Germany, or High German of Germany, is the variety of
Standard German that is written and spoken in Germany

German Standard German, Standard German of Germany, or High German of Germany, is the variety of
Standard German that is written and spoken in Germany. It is the variety of German most commonly taught
to foreigners.

It is not uniform, which means it has considerable regional variation. Linguist Anthony Fox writes that
British English is more standardized than German Standard German.
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The German Empire (German: Deutsches Reich), also referred to as Imperial Germany, the Second Reich or
simply Germany, was the period of the German Reich from the unification of Germany in 1871 until the
November Revolution in 1918, when the German Reich changed its form of government from a monarchy to
a republic. The German Empire consisted of 25 states, each with its own nobility: four constituent kingdoms,
six grand duchies, five duchies (six before 1876), seven principalities, three free Hanseatic cities, and one
imperial territory. While Prussia was one of four kingdoms in the realm, it contained about two-thirds of the
Empire's population and territory, and Prussian dominance was also constitutionally established, since the
King of Prussia was also the German Emperor (Deutscher Kaiser).

The empire was founded on 18 January 1871, when the south German states, except for Austria, Switzerland
and Liechtenstein, joined the North German Confederation. The new constitution came into force on 16
April, changing the name of the federal state to the German Empire and introducing the title of German
Emperor for Wilhelm I, King of Prussia from the House of Hohenzollern. Berlin remained its capital, and
Otto von Bismarck, Minister President of Prussia, became chancellor, the head of government. After 1850,
the states of Germany had rapidly become industrialized. In 1871, Germany had a population of 41 million
people; by 1913, this had increased to 68 million. A heavily rural collection of states in 1815, the now united
Germany became predominantly urban. German factories were often larger and more modern than many of
their British and French counterparts, but the preindustrial sector was more backward. The success of the
German Empire in the natural sciences was such that one-third of all Nobel Prizes went to German inventors
and researchers. During its 47 years of existence, the German Empire became an industrial, technological,
and scientific power in Europe, and by 1913, Germany was the largest economy in continental Europe and
the third-largest in the world. Germany also became a great power, building the longest railway network of
Europe, the world's strongest army, and a fast-growing industrial base. Starting very small in 1871, in a
decade, the navy became second only to Britain's Royal Navy.

From 1871 to 1890, Otto von Bismarck's tenure as the first and longest-serving chancellor was marked by
relative liberalism at its start, but in time grew more conservative. Broad reforms, the anti-Catholic
Kulturkampf and systematic repression of Polish people marked his period in the office. Despite his hatred of
liberalism and socialism—he called liberals and socialists "enemies of the Reich"—social programs
introduced by Bismarck included old-age pensions, accident insurance, medical care and unemployment
insurance, all aspects of the modern European welfare state. Late in Bismarck's chancellorship and in spite of
his earlier personal opposition, Germany became involved in colonialism. Claiming much of the leftover
territory that was not yet conquered by Europeans in the Scramble for Africa, it managed to build the third-
largest colonial empire at the time, behind only the British and the French. After the resignation of Otto von
Bismarck in 1890, and Wilhelm II's refusal to recall him to office, the empire embarked on Weltpolitik
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("world politics"), a bellicose new course that ultimately contributed to the outbreak of World War I.
Bismarck's successors were incapable of maintaining their predecessor's complex, shifting, and overlapping
alliances which had kept Germany from being diplomatically isolated. This period was marked by increased
oppression of Polish people and various factors influencing the Emperor's decisions, which were often
perceived as contradictory or unpredictable by the public. In 1879, the German Empire consolidated the Dual
Alliance with Austria-Hungary, followed by the Triple Alliance with Italy in 1882. It also retained strong
diplomatic ties to the Ottoman Empire. When the great crisis of 1914 arrived, Italy left the alliance and the
Ottoman Empire formally allied with Germany.

In the First World War, German plans to capture Paris quickly in the autumn of 1914 failed, and the war on
the Western Front became a stalemate. The Allied naval blockade caused severe shortages of food and
supplements. However, Imperial Germany had success on the Eastern Front; it occupied a large amount of
territory to its east following the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. The German declaration of unrestricted submarine
warfare in early 1917 contributed to bringing the United States into the war. In October 1918, after the failed
Spring Offensive, the German armies were in retreat, allies Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire had
collapsed, and Bulgaria had surrendered. The empire collapsed in the November 1918 Revolution with the
abdication of Wilhelm II, which left the post-war federal republic to govern a devastated populace. The
Treaty of Versailles imposed post-war reparation costs of 132 billion gold marks (around US$269 billion or
€240 billion in 2019, or roughly US$32 billion in 1921), as well as limiting the army to 100,000 men and
disallowing conscription, armored vehicles, submarines, aircraft, and more than six battleships. The
consequential economic devastation, later exacerbated by the Great Depression, as well as humiliation and
outrage experienced by the German population are considered leading factors in the rise of Adolf Hitler and
Nazism.
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Low German is a West Germanic language spoken mainly in Northern Germany and the northeastern
Netherlands. The dialect of Plautdietsch is also spoken in the Russian Mennonite diaspora worldwide. "Low"
refers to the altitude of the areas where it is typically spoken.

Low German is most closely related to Frisian and English, with which it forms the North Sea Germanic
group of the West Germanic languages. Like Dutch, it has historically been spoken north of the Benrath and
Uerdingen isoglosses, while forms of High German (of which Standard German is a standardized example)
have historically been spoken south of those lines. Like Frisian, English, Dutch and the North Germanic
languages, Low German has not undergone the High German consonant shift, as opposed to Standard High
German, which is based on High German dialects. Low German evolved from Old Saxon (Old Low
German), which is most closely related to Old Frisian and Old English (Anglo-Saxon).

The Low German dialects spoken in the Netherlands are mostly referred to as Low Saxon, those spoken in
northwestern Germany (Lower Saxony, Westphalia, Schleswig-Holstein, Hamburg, Bremen, and Saxony-
Anhalt west of the Elbe) as either Low German or Low Saxon, and those spoken in northeastern Germany
(Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, Brandenburg, and Saxony-Anhalt east of the Elbe) mostly as Low
German, not being part of Low Saxon. This is because northwestern Germany and the northeastern
Netherlands were the area of settlement of the Saxons (Old Saxony), while Low German spread to
northeastern Germany through eastward migration of Low German speakers into areas with an originally
Slavic-speaking population. This area is known as Germania Slavica, where the former Slavic influence is
still visible in the names of settlements and physiogeographical features.

It has been estimated that Low German has approximately 2–5 million speakers in Germany, primarily
Northern Germany (ranging from well to very well), and 2.15 million in the Netherlands (ranging from
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reasonable to very well).
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Nazi Germany, officially the German Reich and later the Greater German Reich, was the German state
between 1933 and 1945, when Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party controlled the country, transforming it into a
totalitarian dictatorship. The Third Reich, meaning "Third Realm" or "Third Empire", referred to the Nazi
claim that Nazi Germany was the successor to the earlier Holy Roman Empire (800–1806) and German
Empire (1871–1918). The Third Reich, which the Nazis referred to as the Thousand-Year Reich, ended in
May 1945, after 12 years, when the Allies defeated Germany and entered the capital, Berlin, ending World
War II in Europe.

After Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany in 1933, the Nazi Party began to eliminate political
opposition and consolidate power. A 1934 German referendum confirmed Hitler as sole Führer (leader).
Power was centralised in Hitler's person, and his word became the highest law. The government was not a
co-ordinated, cooperating body, but rather a collection of factions struggling to amass power. To address the
Great Depression, the Nazis used heavy military spending, extensive public works projects, including the
Autobahnen (motorways) and a massive secret rearmament program, forming the Wehrmacht (armed forces),
all financed by deficit spending. The return to economic stability and end of mass unemployment boosted the
regime's popularity. Hitler made increasingly aggressive territorial demands, seizing Austria in the Anschluss
of 1938, and the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia. Germany signed a non-aggression pact with the
Soviet Union and invaded Poland in 1939, launching World War II in Europe. In alliance with Fascist Italy
and other Axis powers, Germany conquered most of Europe by 1940 and threatened Britain.

Racism, Nazi eugenics, anti-Slavism, and especially antisemitism were central ideological features of the
regime. The Nazis considered Germanic peoples to be the "master race", the purest branch of the Aryan race.
Jews, Romani people, Slavs, homosexuals, liberals, socialists, communists, other political opponents,
Jehovah's Witnesses, Freemasons, those who refused to work, and other "undesirables" were imprisoned,
deported, or murdered. Christian churches and citizens that opposed Hitler's rule were oppressed and leaders
imprisoned. Education focused on racial biology, population policy, and fitness for military service. Career
and educational opportunities for women were curtailed. The Nazi Propaganda Ministry disseminated films,
antisemitic canards, and organised mass rallies, fostering a pervasive cult of personality around Hitler to
influence public opinion. The government controlled artistic expression, promoting specific art forms and
banning or discouraging others. Genocide, mass murder, and large-scale forced labour became hallmarks of
the regime; the implementation of the regime's racial policies culminated in the Holocaust.

After invading the Soviet Union in 1941, Nazi Germany implemented the Generalplan Ost and Hunger Plan,
as part of its war of extermination in Eastern Europe. The Soviet resurgence and entry of the United States
into the war meant Germany lost the initiative in 1943 and by late 1944 had been pushed back to the 1939
border. Large-scale aerial bombing of Germany escalated and the Axis powers were driven back in Eastern
and Southern Europe. Germany was conquered by the Soviet Union from the east and the other allies from
the west, and capitulated in 1945. Hitler's refusal to admit defeat led to massive destruction of German
infrastructure and additional war-related deaths in the closing months of the war. The Allies subsequently
initiated a policy of denazification and put many of the surviving Nazi leadership on trial for war crimes at
the Nuremberg trials.
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