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The giraffe is a large African hoofed mammal belonging to the genus Giraffa. It isthe tallest living terrestrial
animal and the largest ruminant on Earth

The giraffe is alarge African hoofed mammal belonging to the genus Giraffa. It isthe tallest living terrestrial
animal and the largest ruminant on Earth. It is classified under the family Giraffidae, along with its closest
extant relative, the okapi. Traditionally, giraffes have been thought of as one species, Giraffa camelopardalis,
with nine subspecies. Most recently, researchers proposed dividing them into four extant species which can
be distinguished by their fur coat patterns. Six valid extinct species of Giraffaare known from the fossil
record.

The giraffe's distinguishing characteristics are its extremely long neck and legs, horn-like ossicones, and
spotted coat patterns. Its scattered range extends from Chad in the north to South Africain the south and
from Niger in the west to Somaliain the east. Giraffes usually inhabit savannahs and woodlands. Their food
sourceis leaves, fruits, and flowers of woody plants, primarily acacia species, which they browse at heights
most other ground-based herbivores cannot reach. Lions, leopards, spotted hyenas, and African wild dogs
may prey upon giraffes. Giraffes live in herds of related females and their offspring or bachelor herds of
unrelated adult males but are gregarious and may gather in large groups. Males establish socia hierarchies
through "necking"”, combat bouts where the neck is used as a weapon. Dominant males gain mating access to
females, which bear sole responsibility for rearing the young.

The giraffe has intrigued various ancient and modern cultures for its peculiar appearance and has often been
featured in paintings, books, and cartoons. It is classified by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) as vulnerable to extinction. It has been extirpated from many parts of its former range.
Giraffes are still found in many national parks and game reserves, but estimates as of 2016 indicate there are
approximately 97,500 members of Giraffain the wild. More than 1,600 were kept in zoos in 2010.
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The Rothschild's giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis camel opardalis) is an ecotype of the Nubian giraffe. It isone
of the most endangered distinct populations of giraffe, with 1,399 mature individuals estimated in the wild in
2018. The Rothschild's giraffe is one of the most endangered giraffe subspecies with conservation efforts
focused in Uganda and Kenya. They are distinguished by their lighter coat color and lack of markings on
their lower legs. Conservation efforts of these giraffes mostly take place at the Giraffe Centre in Kenya.
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Thereticulated giraffe (Giraffareticulata or Giraffa camelopardalis reticulata) is a species/subspecies of
giraffe native to the Horn of Africa. It is differentiated from other types of giraffe by its coat, which consists
of large, polygonal (or squared), block-like spots, which extend onto the lower legs, tail and face. These
prominent liver-red spots also show much less white between them, when compared to other giraffe species.
With up to 6 metersin height, the reticulated giraffe is the largest species of giraffe and the tallest land



animal in general. While the reticulated giraffe may yet still be found in parts of its historic range, such as
areas of Somalia and Ethiopia, its population stronghold is primarily within Kenya. There are approximately
8,500 individuals living in the wild. In both captivity and the wild, as of 2024 there are 15,785 individuals
across the world.

Reticulated giraffes can interbreed with other giraffe speciesin captivity, or if they come into contact with
other species of giraffe in the wild, such asthe Masai giraffe (G. tippelskirchii).

Along with the aforementioned Masai giraffe, aswell as the Baringo or Rothschild's giraffe (G. c.
rothschildi), the reticulated giraffe is among the most commonly seen giraffe speciesin animal parks and
Z00s.
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April (April 18, 2000 — April 2, 2021) was areticulated giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis reticulata) at the
Animal Adventure Park in Harpursville, New Y ork, in the United States. She gained worldwide fame after
live videos of her in the late stages of pregnancy and the subsequent birth were uploaded to YouTubein
2017. The birth was watched live by nearly 1.2 million viewers.
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The Saab (formerly Ericsson Microwave Systems AB) Giraffe Radar is afamily of land and naval two- or
three-dimensional G/H-band (4 to 8 GHz) passive electronically scanned array radar-based surveillance and
air defense command and control systems. It is tailored for operations with medium- and Short Range Air
Defense (SHORAD) missile or gun systems, or for use as gap-fillersin alarger air defense system.

The radar gets its name from the distinctive folding mast which when deployed allows the radar to see over
nearby terrain features such as trees, extending its effective range against low-level air targets. The first
systems were produced in 1977. By 2007, some 450 units of al types are reported as having been delivered.

The Serbian Military Technical Institute purchased alicence for the Giraffe 75 and is producing a new model
with several modifications. The radar isinstalled on the chassis of FAP 2026, and the Serbian designation is
M85 "Zirafa'.

Saab Electronic Defence Systems (EDS) in May 2014 unveiled two new classes of active electronically
scanned array (AESA) radar—three land-based systems (Giraffe 1X, Giraffe 4A and Giraffe 8A) and two
naval variants (Sea Giraffe 1X and Sea Giraffe 4A) in X- and S-band frequencies—to complement its
existing surface radar portfolio.
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Marius (6 February 2012 — 9 February 2014) was a male giraffe living at Copenhagen Zoo. Though healthy,
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Marius (6 February 2012 — 9 February 2014) was a male giraffe living at Copenhagen Zoo. Though healthy,
he was genetically unsuitable for future captive breeding, as his genes were over-represented in the captive
population, so the zoo authorities decided to euthanize him. Despite several offers to adopt Marius and an
online petition to save him, he was killed on 9 February 2014. His body was then dissected and necropsied in
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apublic educational class and then fed to the zoo's lions. The event received worldwide media coverage and
generated responses from several organisations and individuals, including death threats to staff at the zoo.

Between when records began in the early 1900s and when the animal was killed in February 2014, five
giraffes had been killed for similar "conservation management reasons’. Since 2012, two other young giraffe
bulls in the European Endangered Species Programme (EEP) were also culled in zoos. The captive
population in Europe stood at 798 giraffesin 2014.
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The okapi (; Okapiajohnstoni), also known as the forest giraffe, Congolese giraffe and zebra giraffe, isan
artiodactyl mammal that is endemic to the northeast Democratic Republic of the Congo in central Africa
However, non-invasive genetic identification has suggested that a population has occurred south-west of the
Congo River aswell. It isthe only speciesin the genus Okapia. Although the okapi has striped markings
reminiscent of zebras, it is most closely related to the giraffe. The okapi and the giraffe are the only living
members of the family Giraffidae.

The okapi stands about 1.5 m (4 ft 11 in) tall at the shoulder and has atypical body length around 2.5 m (8 ft
2 in). Itsweight ranges from 200 to 350 kg (440 to 770 Ib). It has along neck, and large, flexible ears. Its
coat is a chocolate to reddish brown, much in contrast with the white horizontal stripes and rings on the legs,
and white ankles. Male okapis have short, distinct horn-like protuberances on their heads called ossicones,
lessthan 15 cm (5.9 in) in length. Females possess hair whorls, and ossicones are absent.

Okapis are primarily diurnal, but may be active for afew hours in darkness. They are essentially solitary,
coming together only to breed. Okapis are herbivores, feeding on tree leaves and buds, grasses, ferns, fruits,
and fungi. Rut in males and estrus in females does not depend on the season. In captivity, estrus cycles recur
every 15 days. The gestational period is around 440 to 450 days long, following which usually asingle calf is
born. The juveniles are kept in hiding, and nursing takes place infrequently. Juveniles start taking solid food
from three months, and weaning takes place at six months.

Okapisinhabit canopy forests at altitudes of 500—-1,500 m (1,600—4,900 ft). The International Union for the
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources classifies the okapi as endangered. Mgor threats include
habitat loss due to logging and human settlement. 1llegal mining and extensive hunting for bushmeat and skin
have aso led to adecline in populations. The Okapi Conservation Project was established in 1987 to protect
okapi populations.

Dave Eggers
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Dave Eggers (born March 12, 1970) is an American writer, editor, and publisher. His 2000 memoir, A
Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius, became a bestseller and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for
Genera Nonfiction. Eggersis also the founder of several literary and philanthropic ventures, including the
literary journal Timothy McSweeney's Quarterly Concern, the literacy project 826 Vaencia, and the human
rights non-profit organisation Voice of Witness. Additionally, he founded ScholarMatch, a program that
connects donors with students needing funds for college tuition. His writing has appeared in publications
including The New Y orker, Esquire, and The New Y ork Times Magazine.

Giraffe Manor
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Giraffe Manor isa small hotel in the Lang& #039; ata suburb of Nairobi, Kenya which, together with its
associated Giraffe Centre, serves as a home to a number

Giraffe Manor isasmall hotel in the Lang'ata suburb of Nairobi, Kenya which, together with its associated
Giraffe Centre, serves as a home to a number of endangered Rothschild's giraffes, and operates a breeding
programme to reintroduce breeding pairs back into the wild to secure the future of the subspecies.
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Zarafa (January 1824 — 12 January 1845) was a female Nubian giraffe who lived in the Jardin des Plantesin
Parisfor 18 years. A gift from Muhammad Ali

Zarafa (January 1824 — 12 January 1845) was afemale Nubian giraffe who lived in the Jardin des Plantes in
Parisfor 18 years. A gift from Muhammad Ali of Egypt to King Charles X of France, she was one of three
giraffes Muhammad Ali sent to European rulersin 1827. These were the first giraffes to be seen in Europe
for over three centuries, since the Medici giraffe was sent to Lorenzo de' Medici in Florence in 1486. She
didn't receive the name " Zarafa' until 1985.
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